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Practically ‘wothing. Over a million
pounds a year leaves this State for butter
and eggs, ete. Why do not they assist
ibe men themselves in opening up the
south-west of the State and give settlers
the land, so lohg as they will produce the
goods. We do not want that million
pounds to be going cut of the State every
year; we want rather to keep it here.
During the stagnation in Victoria it was
buiter that saved the situation, This will
show vou haw vifal a part that commodity
played. We find here that we are im-
porting most of our bhutfer to-day, while
we have thousands of acres of good land
which, if opened up, would supply us
with as much of this ecommodity as we
require. As a representative of the Coun-
try party, I am going to say that we are
out for all that makes for good, clean
legislation. We are in the posilion that
we are going to do awny with the old
feelings of personalities and abuse. My
position in this Chamber is to consider
any proposition that comes forward with
an open and unbiassed mind, We want
good sound legislation, and we want to
do away with any personalities or abuse.
Our principles arve broad enough to take in
all seetions of the comumunity. The Hon.
Mr. Ilirwan refers to revenue tariff as a
dead letter. T cannot see it. We must
remember that since the days of the old
fight to bring about freetrade, the electors
have been enlightened on the matter and
they have been foreed to support it,
owing to the heavy drains upon their
pockets. We find hundreds to-day, who
were protectionists, but who have been
hrought round to a different way of
thinking. It has brought me round to
the freetrade side.

Hon. J, W. Kirwan:
frectrade side.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I hape the hon.
member will always stick to it. I feel
sure of suceers, T feel sure that the Coun-
try party will be the national party of
Australin and that, too, at ne distant
date. Thal may seem hig talk, Eighteen
months ago it would have seemed big
talk if T had said that we would be in the
position that we are in to-day.

T am still on the
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On motion by Hon, J. Diiffell debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.18 p.m.

Legislative Bssembiy,
Tuesday, 7th July, 1914.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayors.

QUESTIONS (2)—STATE TRADING
CONCERNS,

Hon, FRANK WILSON asked the Pre-
mier : 1, Whether the provisions of the
Government Trading Concerns Act have
heen suspended in conneetion with any
of the State trading concerns ? 2, If so,
whieh, and for what period? 3, What
was the reason for such suspensions?

The PREMIER replied : 1, No. But
exemption from the operation of the
Act was given up to Ist July, 1913, to
those concerns which had only just ecom-
menced trading, and prior to the above
date proper hooks are required by the
Act had not been kept. 2, Answered by
No. 1. 3, Answered by No. 1.

Mz. MONGER asked the DPremier :
1, Will he state if the halance-sheeils of
the Government trading concerns sub-
mitted at the close of last session have



[7 Juvry, 1914.]

beén finally audited and completed ac-
cording to Statute ¥ 2, If so, will he
have copies placed on the Table of the
Honse? 3, In view of the lengthy time
takken last year in presenting balance-
sheets of the Government trading con-
cerns, will he direct that completed and
properly audited balance-sheets for the
finanecial year just ended be made avail-
able without delay ¥

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (for the
Premier) replied: 1, Yes, with the ex-
ception of Moola Bulla Cattle Stalion,
State Hotels, and Boya Quarry, 2, Yes,
as soon as andited. 3, Audited balanee-
sheets will be made available in accord-
ance with the law,

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL LANDS
SURVEY.

‘Mr. WISDOM asked the Minister for
Lands : 1, Is the work of surveying in
preparation for settlement in eonneetion
with agrienlinral land heing proceeded
with ¥ 2, If not, why not ? 3, If so,
how many surveyors are at present en-
gaged on this work %

The Hon., W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister), for the Minister for Lands, re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Answered by No. 1.
3, Thirty-two surveyors are at present
employed on country sorveys——28 of
these are on ordinary survey work, the
bulk of which includes the surveying of
blocks that have been applied for, and
four on elassification and subdivisional
work.

QUESTION-~POLICE MAGIS-
TRATES RETIREMENT.

AMr. WISDOM asked the
General: 1, Who initiated the aetion
which resulted in fthe retirement of
Magistrates Cowan, Roe, and Foss? 2,
Did the Public Service Commissioner
recommend these retirements?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, Parliament when it enacted Section 66
of “The Public Service Act, 1904 2
Yes.

Attorney

I
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QUESTION—RAILWAY EXTENSION,
DWARDA-NARROGIN.

Mr. HARPER asked the Minister for
Works : Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to continue the construction of
the Dwarda-Narrogin Railway easterly
to Leedham’s Pool or Dumbitmoony be-
fore going southward to Narrogin?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS re-
plied : The Narrogin line has been
starfed at Narrogin end, but it has not
proceeded far enough to determine what
the exaet route of the line will be.

QUESTION—LAND RE-CLASSIFI-
CATION BOARD.

Mr. MOORE asked the Minister for
Lands: With reference to his reply to
Question No. 1 of Thursday last, is it a
faet that Mr. H. F. Johnston, the Surveyor
General, .who is acting as chairman of
the Re-classification Board, previously
fixed the prices of the lands reported upon
by the Board.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) {(for the AMinister for Lands}
replied: No, Prices are fixed by the
Governor on the recommendation of the
Hon. Minister for Lands, but in most cases
the prices adopted were those recom-
mended by the Sorveyor General,

BILLS (3)—PTRST READING.

1. Rights in Wafer and Imgafion
(introduced by the Minister for Works).

2. Traflic (iotroduced by the Minister
for Works).

3. Melville Tramways (introduced by
Hon. W. C. Angwin, Honerary Minis-
ter).

BILL—SUPPLY, £1,379,650.

Returned from the Legislative Couneil
without amendment.

LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): By
permission of the House, I should like to
make a short announcement. A deputa-
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tion representing the different cliurches
and the Salvation Army wailed upon me
this morning with reference to the pro-
posed amendments to the Licensing Act.
The deputation had previously, I under-
stand, waited npon the Atlorney General
and after some discussion he lad agreed,
if the amendments eould be kept to the
three principles, to introduce the measure.
He asked for some undertaking that hon.
members would not take the opportunity
of labling other amendments Llhan those
which were referred to by the deputation,
One was the registration and licensing of
barmaids, with a view to their ultimate
abolition, T presame; the second was the
age limit of 16 to be raised to 18 years,
that is those to whom liguor may be law-
fully supplied; the third was to provide
for a referendum to fix the hours of the
closing of publie houses,

Mr, Underwood: And open on Sun-
days.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hounrs of
closing.

Mr, Underwood: What about opening
on Sundays?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am simply
putting forward what the deputation
asked (he Attorney General for. At their
reguesl, 1 have consulted the members of
my party, the Liberal members of this
House, and if the Attorney General will
introduce this amending Bill, we are quite
prepared——and I now wish to say that I
am speaking on behaif of that party—to
confine ourselves 1o these ihree principles.

The ¥Premier: You cannot speak for
everyone.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon,
member can take what T say for what it
is worth. I give the conceurrence of my
party, that is. these on the OQpposition
side of the House, that we will not seek
to fable any further amendments to the
Licensing Aet, reserving to ourselves the
right to move amendments to these prin-
ciples T have mentioned. Tt will depend,
however, npon how they may be drafted
and presented to the House. Of course
the matter is non-party and members will
deal with it as they like. My reply to the
deputation was that we reserved fo our-
selves the right to accept or reject the
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proposals as far as we saw fit. 1 shall
give the Attorney General my assurance
that as far as we are concerned, we will
not offer any opposition to the measure
outside of the three principles that I
have mentioned or to deal with any other
principles of the measure than these
three, which, I understand, the Attorney
General has consented o deal with.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker): May I be permitted also
to make a statement or explanation. May
I venlure to sav, with all respeel i the
leader of the Opposition that this is
scarcely a fair way of dealing with a
question of this kind, The faects are
these: A deputation waited on wme to re—
quest that the Government should iniro-
duce a Bill dealing with Lhe three matters
referred to by the leader of the Opposi-
tion just now, namely, the licensing of
harmaids, the age limit for the snpply of
lignor. and the submission te the publie
of the question of the hours for trading
in licensed houses, I tfold the deputation
that a Licensing Bill was a very debat-
ahle measure, and that before such a mea-
sure.’ even with the limitations imposed
by the depulation. eould go through in
anything like reasonable {ime, it wonld
be necessary to have the unanimous assur-
ance of both Houses that the debatas
would be confined only to the mafters sub-
mitted in a measure as suggested by them.
Now T deny that the leader of the Oppo-
sition has the full authority of all the
members on his side of the House to give
the assurance we have heard.

Hon. Frank Wilson : You must not deny
it; you must aceept my statement.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I say
that the hon. member has made it in all
good faith, but all the members on his side
of the House are not in town,

Hon. Frank Wilson: There has been a
party meeting.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And
were all the members of the parly pre-
sent? Nao.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : Mr. Speaker,
may [ explain just for o moment. A
meeting of our party took place last week.
A deputation waited on me this morn-
ing—two members of it had previously
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had a private interview with me—and I
told them the result of the meeting of our
party.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Were all 'the mem-
bers of your party present?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
leader of the Opposition has not assured
me that every member on his side of tha
Hounse was present when the party meet-
ing was held. He is not, therefore, in a
position 1o say absolutely thal every
single member on his side of the House
will support him in what he has told the
House. Permit me to say again that 1
have been treated with unfairness in con-
neclion with this matter. The hon, mem-
ber opposite evidently was consulted a
week ago. Only this morning was [ com-
municaled with by felephone and asked
if T would receive a deputation from the
representatives of the churehes.  This
was ai the lasl minute, as it were, and the
object, I suppose, was to get my assur-
ance that every hon, member on this side
of the House would support the measure
confaining the three proposals in gques-
tion, and would not introduce other mat-
ters. As the leader of the Opposition
has staled, this 1s a non-party question
purely and simply, and therefore I can-
not undertake to guarantee that every
member of our party would leave the li-
censing question generally untouched if a
measure were introduced. There was no
time for us to have a caucus meeting.
Fven if it had been possible—and this
explanation should go forth—for me to
guarantee the acquiescence of every mem-
ber sitting on this side of the Flouse, not
one here could guarantee what would be
done in another place, and T say one ean-
not risk, in a short session like this, in-
troduecing a debatable measure of this
kind unless there is fortheoming an as-
surance from every quarfer that the de-
bate will be confined to the points sub-
mitted.

Afr, Swan: You cannot trust
cancus-bound parties at all.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I ad-
here to the statement I made to the depun-
tation; that I will request the Govern-
ment to introduce a Bill of this character
when the assurance is given {rom beth

these
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branches of the Legislature that they will
unanimously agree to confine themselves
lo the three poinis.

Hou, FRANK WILSON: I do not
wan¢ to raise a debate on this matter. I
simply stated the case and it is that two
members representing the Couneil of
Churches waited on me last week and
asked whether I thought that the members
of my party would agree to confine them-
selves to the three principles. I said that
1 wonlid consult the members of the party;
a meeting was held, and it was unani-
mousty resolved, on my recommendation,
that we sltould give our undertaking to
confine ourselves to these three prineiples,
if the Atlorney General would introduce
the measure. I made that anncuncement
this afternoon, and it is treated as an uo-
fair attack on the Government. I simply
made the announcement. I cannot eon-
trol another place; it is for the Attorney
General to accept or reject my offer.

The Altorney General: I will adhere
to the terms which I expressed to the de-
putation,

Hon. PTRANK WILSON: Then the
Attorney General has gone a step in that
direction when he has an assurance
through me in regard to the members on
this side of Lhe House.

ABSENT TO SUPPLY BILL.

Message from the Governor received
and rcad notifying assent to the Supply
Rill, £1,379,650.

ADDRESS-IN-RETLY.
Third Day.

Decbale resumed from the 2Znd July.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):
Tt is evident that the leader of the Oppo-
sition, foreseeing what might ocenr in the
near fuinre, has handed over the leader-
ship of his party to the member for Pin-
gelly {dr. Harper), because he has evi-
dently left the Chamber with his lieu-
tenant the member for Northam (Hon.
J. Mitehell). I want to make somse
pointed remarks in connection with the
hon, member’s criticism, apd I hoped he
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wonld be present to hear what [ had {o
say.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: He is frightened
to take his gruel.

The PREMIER : May I repeat that the
leader of the Opposition on this oceasion,
as on previous occasions, has nothing new
to submit o the Chamber by way of eri-
ticism of the Government. He has re-
peated what he has said on divers oceca-
sions in the Chamber and on the publie
platform. 1t is evidenee that, with the
exception of one or two matters on which,
natwrally, we disagree, the leader of the
Opposition is perfectly satisfied with the
administration of the present Govern-
ment. If he were in entire agreement
with the administration of the affairs of
State he would not be expected to be sit-
ting in opposition to the Government. In
fact, I would have to consider whelher we
were doing justice to the people we repre-
sent if we received from him nothing but
eulogy for our administration, Bot I
want to explain that while I have never
objected to eriticism, I have always en-
deavoured to make that eriticism fair, and
to keep as near as possible to the faets.
The leader of the Opposition, hewever, on
many occasions has made statements here
and repeated them coniinuously on the
publie platform, as though he had not
been satisfied with the explanation given.
For iuslance, on Thursday last, when I
informed him on one maiter {hal we had
proposed to take a certain counrse, he said
he was not prepared to accept my state-
ment and did not believe that such a course
was ever proposed. I refer to the ques-
tion of the sleeper contract. I explained
to the lender of the Opposition that when
the Federal Government proposed to ean-
cel the coniract then existing we offered
to make up any shortage with other sleep-
ers, and the hon. member replied that he
did not helieve it. Such may be Opposi-
tion taclies, but is it a manly eourse?

Hon. Frank Wilson: What did you say
abouf the capacity of the mills?

The PREMIER: T am not dealing with
that now. I am dealing with the attitude
of the leader of the Opposition in poini-
blank refusing to aceept the statement
made by me as head of the Government,
and he must have been in a position to
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know that I would not make such a stafe-
ment unless the offer I refer to had been
made. I have brought with me a file of
papers for the purpose of proving the
slaiement 1 made, and also to show the ai-
titude adopted by the leader of the Oppo-
sition, and when the hon. gentleman con-
tinues to refuse to accept statements made
by me here, one can imagine what he
would say when speaking on the publie
piatform, where there might be no one to
challenge him. On the 1Sth December,
1813—the time of the cancellation of the
contract—I wrole a letter to the Prime
Minister. It is a rather lengthy docu-
ment, but for my purpose I will read that
which is pertinent to the subject.

I understand there are some thous-
ands of sleepers stacked in Kalgoorlie
at the present time, but even if it
eould be shown that delay in the early
stages of the contract would interfere
with the construction of the railway,
this Government could in all proba-
bility arvange for a further supply of
jarrah sleepers from the Lewers,

‘That was the first intimation we gave
them. [Later, when they definitely in-
formed us they proposed to cancel the
contract, ¥ sent the following wire:—

As stated in my letter of 18th De-
cember, 13,440 sleepers will be deliv-
ered this montly, February, and if re-
guired the month’s deficiency ean be
wade up of jarrah sleepers at our
jarrah gontract price.

The Federal Government took mo notice
of these communications. Nolwithstand-
ing this fact we are continually hearing
the statemenis being made by the leader
of the Opposition of the character I have
referred to. Naturally one ean under-
stand the attitude of the hon. member in
view of the approach of the general elee-
tions. T merely mention the matter io
show hon. members that after all it is
very diffiecult to follow the leader of the
Opposition. His statements are largely
tedions repetitions of what he has said
here and repeated elsewhere. The speech
of the leader of the Opposition was large-
ly made up of a condemnation of the
control of the finances of the present
Government and myself as Treasurer.
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and naturally I expected that in these
circomstances the hon, member would
have had a record of a successful charac-
ter to which he could bave pointed wheun
he was Treasnrer of the State. I admit
there are others who are entitled to erifi-
cise the State finances. TFor instance,
the real leader of the Liberal party in
another place, My, Colebatch, is entitled
to do s0, because he has, as yet, not had
control of the finances, and we do not
know of the mess or muddle that be may
leave them in when he leaves the Trea:-
ury. But the present leader of the Op-
position was Treasurer of the State from
April, 1906, to June, 1909, and in ac-
cordance with the returns that were
submitted in the Budget of 1912, hon.
members will find if they turn those
returns up that on almost every ocecasion
he closed the finaneial year with an in-
creased deficit, and month after month
he had lo give an explanation in tle
public Press why such a position was
arrived at, and it gob to such a stape
that the then Premier, Sir Newton Moore,
had to summarily dismiss the hon. mem-
ber from the position of Colonial Treas-
urer.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are you sticking
to faets now?

The PREMIER: Yes, I am sticking
to facts.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Unirue, not a
scintilla of trufh.

The PREMIER: Then I do not know
how to say if. Perhaps it would be wel]
to say that the leader of the Opposition
was persuaded by the then leader of the
Government to give up his position as
Colonial Treasurer.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
suaded.

The PREMTER: Then he left of his
own accord. He gave the then Premier
notice and left.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Now you have
got it.

The PREMIER: At any rate, one of
lwo things mnst have happened, either
the Ieader of the Government was not
satisfied with the Treasurer’s administra-
tion of the finances and dismissed him,

And not per-
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or Lhe :then Treasurer was disgusted with
his own administration of the finemeial
affairs of the State and left. If the
hon. member denies the first, then we’
must aceept the second, that he left
becanse he was disgusted with lis own
control of the finaneces. "

Hon. ¥Frank Wilson: How lovely!

Tlon. J. Mitchell: 1t is beautiful!

The PREMIER: It is a fact that can-
not be denied that the hon, member left
the Treasury in 1909 after he had built
up a defieit of £312,630. He was in
charge of the Treasury from May, 1906,
te June, 1909, and when he took over
the Treasury theve was only a deficit
of £18,000, which he increased (o
£312,615. I know that explanations were
given time ont of number by the leader
of the Opposition when he was Treasurer,
for on the first or the second of the
month there were long paragraphs in the
TWest Australiun newspaper when the
Treasurer had to again admit an in-
creased deficit in the Treasury. There
were fime$ when he had hoped there
would be prosperily and that he would
be able to produce a surplus.

Hen. Frank Wilson: Will you produce
these explanations?

The PREMIER: I cannot produce the
file of the TWest sustralian for the past
three years, and T do not propose to bring
those newspapers here, but T know that
even while on an election campaign, when
the leader of the Opposition was still
Treasurer of the Siate, the explanations
were givenr why he had to admit a deficit
in the Consolidated Revenue account. T
want to draw attention to some of the
statements then made, in order to show
that if he was justified in endeavouring
to explain away the position, we are
doubly justified on the present oceasion.

"Hon. J. Mitchell interjected.

The PREMIER: The member for Nor-
tham has something to answer for in the
matter, which will be dealt with later,
but one requires a certain amount of
courage to mention the Anances in the
presence of the member for Northam,
for he is sueh a whale on thab question;
but T will porsue my eourse. In the
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Queen’s Hall at Perth on the 6th Sep-
tember, 1911, the leader of the Opposi-
tion is reported as having made the fol-
lowing statement:—

It was true that the Government had
last year received £235,000 more gross
revenue than the Labour Government
had secured some six years ago, not-
withstanding that the returns from the
Government had decreased by £458,000.
It was a pity if we did not in a pro-
gressive country like ours receive an
inereased revenue from year to year
He would consider it eonelusive proof
of retrogression and stagnation if the
revenne did not inerease exterually
with the inerease of population and in-
creasing prosperity.  (Hear, bear.)
Mr. Scaddan seemed to think it a
crime that the Government should have
received more revenue than they had,
whereas it must be admitted that it
was in reality strong proof of the im-
proved conditions of the ecountry, It
was absolute proof of the progress
that had been made under the Liberal
policy of the Governmment,

And I take it this cannot be denied, be-
eause it is issued by that hon. gentleman
as Premier of the State, and was dis-
tributed throughout the various parts of
the State under the angpices of the Lib-
eral League. If that was correet at that
time, that they had received a slight in-
erease in revenue—very slight—how much
more should we claim the tremendous in-
crease of revenue that we have received
during the last three years, as evidence
of the faet that the administration of the
Government has made tremendous pro-
gress in the industries of the State?

Hon. Frank Wilson: We wiped ont our
defieit,

The PREMIER : But the other day the
hon. member took up an entirely different
attitude. Becaunse we were receiving a
greater revenue it was evidence of the
fact that we were unduly obtaining money
from the pnblic.

Hon, J. Mitehell: So yon are,

The PREMIER.: It was not evidence
then when it happened under the Liberal
Administration; it was a sign of pro-
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gress. But because it happened to be
this Administration, the same exeuse does
not apply. The leader of the Opposition
went on o explain the matter in connec-
tion with the railway administration, and
amongst other things he said—

But we had to look at the other side
of the picture, What had the Govern-
ment had lo face during the six years?
It had had to face the requirements of
an increased population, increased
educational facilities, more poliee pro-
tection, greater hospital faeilities,

If that applied then, does it not apply
now? Is it not a fact that during the
last three years we have bad to face the
inereased requirements of population?
The population bas increased in the last
three years umder the Labour Adminis-
tration by something like 34,000 persons,
Is it not a fact that we have had to pro-
vide increased edncational facilities? We
have had te provide more additions to
schools, more new buildings and increase
the aceommodation fo existing bunildings
than has had 1o be provided during any
other similar period in the State. JIs it
not a faet? No, it is not. 1 was going
to say it was n fact that we have had
to provide more police proteciion, but it
is not so. There has not been so much
need for police protection; as a matter
of fact there was so little ¢rime now that
ihe department could hardly find work
enoungh for the prison warders. With wise
administration and better laws we have
raised the moral tone of the community.
and that is something to which we ean
justly lay ¢laim. We had to find greater
hospital facilities, just as the hon. mem-
ber had to do. As a maiter of fact, that
slatement made by the leader of the Op-
position was not correet, He had not to
provide pgreater hospital facilities. He,
as a matter of faet, actually starved the
hespitals, and some of those institutions
had almost to close their doors because
the then Government had to refuse them
essential assistance. Then the hon. mem-
her went on to say—

An inereasing demand for interest and
sinking fund,
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He was prepared to make that the ground
for exeusing the condition of the finances
under his eontrol.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not excuse
the condition of the finances. We had
wiped out our deficit.

The PREMIER: When we point out
the fact that we have a progressive public
works policy, which had been refnsed by
our predecessors, and also point out the
fact that there was an inereased interest
and sinking fund charge on the Consoli-
dated Revenue, we find the hon. member
says that we have no right to claim that as
an admission that we have been properly
eonserving the interests of the State
fhrough the Treasury. The hon. member
said—

And above all, there was the hugely in-

creased expenditnre in our railway

system.
Has it not inereased under the present
Administration? We have been construet-
ing railways from loan funds at a more
rapid rate than ever previously in the
history of the State.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Ring off; take a
baek seat,

The PREMIER : And in cdistricts
wlere they are not paying the working
expenses. let alone paying interest and
sinking fund. T am trying to point out
that if 1the hon. member then laid claim
that they had to meet these requirements,
and il meet them, and necessarily ex-
cuseil himself for (he condilion of the
finances during the previous six years,
we bave a hetter right to-day, under the
condifions which have prevailed during
the last three years, similar conditions to
those which prevailed during the bon.
member’s term, but in a more aggravated
form, we have a better right to make
these slatements as reasons for the con-
dition of the finances. May I explain,
while admitting that the revenne has
inereased during the past three vears at
what may appear an enormous rate, due
o the conditions prevailing in the Trea-
sury under the present leader of the
Opposition when Treasnrer, that ounr
trading concerns on that ocecasion did not
pay or the Treasurer did not receive from
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them or publish to the world the total
amounts received for the work performed.
QOur Harboor Works at Fremantle, for
instance, only provided a few pounds net
profit on the year's operations alone, and
the operations of the Boya Quarries and
in other directions as well gave prae-
tically no result, bul we now pro-
vide that the gross revenue from all
sourees shall be paid into the Treasury
and duly recorded, and every expenditure
of whalever nature is also recorded in the
Treasury. It has admittedly increased
our figures, but it does not increase the
revenue we have received from the differ-
ent sources, And likewise it increases
the expenditure, becanse when depart-
ments are {rading with one another there
is no gain in making a profit. If one
department  makes a  profit against
another, it means nothing, because the
money comes hack again to the Treasury,
and the work which is done for the de-
partment is done at actual eost, and there-
fore the inerease in revenue and expendi-
ture does not affect the financial position
in the slightest degree. But over and
above that T admit that we have received
other revenue as pointed ont by the leader
of the Opposition, and it would be a pity
if, in a progressive country such ns this,
our revenne did nol increase year by year,
but the leader of the Opposition now
complains that it has increased under a
Lahour Administration.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Not at all.

'The PREMIER: Then T eannot follow
the hon, member's arguments. He oecu-
pied nearly half an hour on Thursday
night in eomplaining on this very point.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I complained that
your revenue had inereased and that your
deficit had inereased. When our revenue
ingrensed we wiped ont our deficit. That
is the difference,

The PREMIER: I couid easily bring
about a similar adjustment if T desired.

Ion. Frank Wilson: No, you could not.

The PREMIER: T could do it in a
period of 12 months if T desired.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
capable of doing it.

You are not
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The PREMIEE : Yes, I. am, but I
positively refuse to do it in the same way
as the hon. member would do it. When
he was criticising the condition of the
finances be said that we shovld eut our
garment according to our cloth, that we
should not expend money which was not
available, that we should live within our
means, that no matter what conditions
were prevailing for the moment we should
refuse to go on with public works which
nmeant the expenditure of loan money on
account of inereasing the expenditure for
interest and sinking fund, and that we
should refuse to assist the farmer who
was passing throogh such a trying period.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not say
that.

The PREMIER: I am pointing out
what the hon, member meant.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, you are not.

The PREMIER: There is only one
construetion to be put on the hon. mem-
ber’s remarks, and it is that in order to
square the finances and live within our
means we must insist that evervone owing
money to the Treasury shall pay up dur-
ing each period, and if he cannot do so
that we should refuse to spend money to
assist him and carry him over a bad

period. If this is not logic, T do not
know what is.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No.

The PREMIER: "I want the hon.
member to explain what he meant, If he

contends that we must cuf onr garment
according to our cloth every twelve
months, it means that if the Treasurer
does not receive the money which is due
to him he must not spend money which is
urgentfly required to assist those people
who are earrying on the development of
the country. What would be the position
to-day if we had adopted this attifude?
The hon. member quoted some fignres in
connection with the harvest during the
last five or six years, and he even had (he
impndence, I can call it nothing less, to
make it appear that his Government had
to suffer for the failure of the harvest of
that year, when the figures were compiled
in February 1912, The hon. member con-
tended that his Administration felt the
effects of the bad harvest of 1911, but I
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would point out that they left office—they
were summarily dismissed by their mas-
ters—in October 1911. This is not de-
nied. It was afier the hon. member's
Government left office that the harvest
was reaped, and that harvest was the

worst in the history of the State. Iis
effects were worse than they would have
been in a country where the industry had
been properly established. A shortage of
rainfal]l was experienced in a particular
area which had only recently been settled.
It was a district which could ill afford
to suffer from a bad season. Men who
had gone out with very little capital but
with the assistance of the Agricultural
Bank, had in quite a number of cases put
in their first erop, expecting to be able to
carry on for another period and to pay
their interest charges on the money bor-
rowed from the Agricultural Bank, but
the season absolutely failed, and the Gov-
ernment instead of getting a return were
called upon to go to their assistance and
carry them over for a further period; or,
in the alternative to permit them to leave
their holdings and flock to our City and
towns, and bring about a eondition of af-
fairs whiel wounld not be desirable. What
was worse, they would have been unable
to cultivate the land during the following
term, and this would have meant two bad
harvests instead of one. We faced the
difficulty as it ought to be faced, and took
no notice of the eriticism or advice of the
leader of the Opposition to ent our gar-
ment according to our cloth. We went to
their assistonce in a right roval fashion,
and even hon. members sitting on the op-
posite side of {he House have admitied
that we did all that we as a Government
should have done. Consequently, instead
of having another harvest of only four
million odd bushels, the State’s produe-
tion immediately advanced from four
mtllion bushels to over nine million bush-
els, and again last season it advanced
from nine million to 13%% million bushels.
This is evidence of the fact thal notwith-
standing the eroaking of some of our
friends opposite, the inferests of the
farming community of Western Ans-
tralia have not been better safegnarded
by a Liberal Administration.
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Mr. Harper: The farmers do not
think so.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
not in a position to speak for them. T
claim, and T challenge contradiction

‘Mr. Harper: I know the feeling
among the farmers.

The PREMIER: I claim that during
the last three years we have done more
to assist the farmer to cultivate his hold-
ing and to produee a profit from it than
any Administration under similar condi-
tions in any part of Australia.

Mr, Harper: By inecreasing the freight
on fertiliser, and putting up their taza-
tion.

The PREMIER: Tet me tell the
leader of the Opposition that if I were
to issue an order to-morrow that the
farming community in Western Australia
must forthwith pay up all they owe to
the Treasury, instead of having a deficit
of £400,000 it would be £200,000 less
than the defieit with which the Treasury
closed the year in 1909, The farmers owe
the departments something over £200,000.

Mr. Harper: Look what vou have bor-
rowed.

The PREMTER: In addition they owe
the Agrienltnral Bank for prineipal which
should have been repaid, and which has
been deferred, an amount of €20,000,
and they owe Lhe Seed Wheat Board about
£160,000, whieh was advanced by way of
loan for seed wheat and manures.

Mr. Harper:
ing ahont?

The PREMIER: I am not eomplain-
ing. T repeal that T am not ashamed of
Ihe deficit in the Treasury accounts be-
cause of the assistance rendered to the
farmers during the trying period. When
the leader of the Opposition is shown in
his true light. if any notice ean he taken
of his eritieism, he would not have ren-
dered that assistance, but would have in-
sisted that the men who owed money to
the Treasury must promptly pay up. He
yronld have refused to give them any as-
sistance whatever in order that he might
come to Parliament and say that he had
kept the finances square,

Fon. Frank Wilson: Are yon not
ashamed of making such a statement?

What are you cvomplain-
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Mr. Dwyer: Yon could not satisfy the
Country party and the Opposition too.

The PREMIER: The country mem-
bers have no reason to complain, and they
have not complained. I have heard some
of them state publicly that we had come
to the assistance of the farmers in a
fashion which was a credit to the Gav-
ernment.

Mr, Harper:
yours,

The PREMIER: No, they were mem-
bers of the Opposition. Surely we can

They were supporters of

somelimes admit the truth of a statement,

and see in our opponents, althongh we
might disagree with them on some mat-
ters of principle, a genuine effort to as-
sist where assistance s necessary. As
far as the farming community are eon-
cerned, recognising the difficulties they
have had lo eontend with, we have done as
much as any Government could de, and
perhaps a little more than some Govern-
ments would have done, and judging by
the statements and advice of the leader of
the Opposition, considerably more. At
the 31st May of this year the farmers
owed to the Lands Department £112,G685
for rents; they owed £7,048 inferest on
the money expended in providing seed
whent and manures, and they owed
£99.417 for inlerest or money lent by the
Agricultural Bank., These sums make a
total of £219,150, which has been a charge
merely on revenue accounnl.

Mz, S. Stubbs: Is all of that
overdue?

The PREMIER: It is the sum owing
on that pariicniar date.

Hon. J. Mitghell: Tid you pay that
out of revenune?

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
a novice at finance. He does not appre-
ciate the fact that the £112,000 owed in
land rents would if paid have gone into
revenue,

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about the
Agricultural Bank interest?

The PREMIER: The interest on the
money owing for wheat and manures,
£7,000, is lost to the revenue.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You said the sum
was £160,000 which was owing to the
revenue.

FUTIL
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account. 1l there a huge business in this
State that bhas not had at some period or
other to draw on capital for the purpose
“of bridging over some critical time% I
doubt whether there are many members
of this Chamber at the present time not
working on an overdraft.

Mr. Thomas: That is, if we ean get it.

The PREMIER: T admit that we can-
not all get it, but I believe a majority
are working on overdrafts. That is ex-
actly what is happening to-day with ouv
revenue aceount; and 1f ever there was a
period in the history of this State, or
of the Commonwealth, when an overdraft
was esseniial for the purpose of main-
taining our industries and keeping our
couniry progressing as it has been kept
progressing during ihe last 20 years, it
was necessary during the last three years
that we should have an overdraft for the
purpose of earrying on, The leader of
the Opposition on the occasion of his
Queen’s Hall speech made some refer-
ence to the condition of our sinking fund.
He said that we had an aeccumulated
sinking fund of 2% twillions invested in
London, That has been increased during
the last three years to something like 4
millions; T believe that to-day it Is over
4 millions, notwithstanding the fact that
we have drawn a certain amount from it.
Where is that sinking fund derived from,
if not from our revenue? We have paid
inio the sinking fund frowm the revenue
aceount, and it has heen an increasing
amount each year. despite the faet that
we have built railways, several of which,
as 1 have said previously, are hardly pay-
ing working expenses, The leader of the
Opposition in the course of his Queen’s
Hall speech said—

What better evidence could they
have of capable administration and
sound finance? Those whe would not
he convineed by facts and figures such
as he had quoted, did not want to be
convinced. Yet they had responsible
men condemning their finanecial posi-
tion, and slinging mud at the fair fame
of the State.

If anyone dared to eriticise the finances
of the State when our friend opposite
was Treasurer. the erific was slinging
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mna at the fair fame of this State; but
when that Treasurer becomes leader of
the Opposition, then, in the interests of
the party of eourse, he is only too willing
to sling mud at the State; and he never
toses an opportunity of doing’ it. The
lion. member stated on Thursday that we
had stolen his policy of homes for the
workers. That, of course, is an interest-
ing statement, whieh, however, is not in
accordance with the facts. 1 remember
exactly what ocenrred.  We had been
advoeating the workers’ homes scheme in
speeches throughout the country; and Mr.
Gregorv, the then Acting Premier, took
an opportunity on one oceasion, in the
absence of Mr. Wilson, the then Premier,
in Fingland, to make an announcement
on s very subject.

Mr. Turvey: Just on the eve of the
clection.

The PREMIER: Yes, just on the eve
of 1he election. Rut he did not make any
definite pronouncement. He said—

T am not in a position to announce

{he policy of ihe Government, but I

believe that when Mr. Wilson returns

it will be found that he is in favour of
roviding homes for the workers,
Mr. Wilson returned, and in the mean- |
time T had definitely announced the pol-
wey of workers’ homes on behalf of this
parly. The difference hetween our policy
and the policy of hon. members opposite,
however, was this: we were in earnest
and meant whait we said, whilst our
friends opposite were not in earnest. At
the Queen’s Hall, just prior to the gen-
eral elections, the then Premier, the pre-
sent leader of the Opposition, made a
speech in reply to mine delivered at the
Mechanies’ Insiitute, and in the course of
ihat reply he spolke as follows:—
Tu referring to homes for the people

Mr. Secaddan siated that they would

advance np fo £500 where land was

already owned, in order that a man
might bunild a house for himself on his
own land. What a good arrangement!

(Laughter.) He would be glad to avail

himself of it. (Renewed laughter,)
Now, T said that the then Premier had
really ridiculed the proposal of homes
for the workers. He ridiculed the idea of
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the Government providing £500 to enable
a man to own his own home.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing of the
kind.

The PREMIER : If he did not ridicule
Jt, 1 am not able to follow that para-
egraph,

Mr. Thomas:
hamorist.

The PREMIER: The fact remains
that he was afttempting to ridicule the
idea. Now what are the facts? Tmmedi-
ately we met Parlinment, we introduced
a measure which provided, not for £500,
but for £550, and provided it on a basis
permitiing the worker to be possessed of
his home at a less rental, or I shounld say
a less demand per week, than he would
have te pay in the shape of rent in the
metropolitan area for a similar house
whicl; would never become his own. Even
to-day we are erceling homes in the met-
ropolitan area at costs of £550, £500, and
£450, and similar houses cannot be rented
ai the present moment for less than from
17s. to 25s. per week; and the workers
are hecoming possessed of those homes for
a payment of from 11s. fo 13s. per week.
Moreover. let me point out that our
friends opposite, some of them on the
cross benches last session. criticised the
Govermment for providing such palatial
residences for workers. “Palalial resi-
denecs for workers,” ithey said.  They
wanted ns {o build slum honses of some
deseriplion.

Mr, Turvey: A lean-to.

The PREMTER: Yes, a lean-to. Any-
thing would do for a worker. Bul T then
said, and T repeat it now, that in building
these homes I absolntely decline to put
up anything in the natnre of a slmm
howse. T am gong to pul up For the
worker a house with proper conveniences,
berause the worker is as much entitled
to if as any man in the community.

Han. Franl; Wilson: Hear, hear.

The PREMIFR: He produces wealth,
and he should be ahle to eall a home, in
the proper sense of the term, his own.
We ean imagine our friends on the other
side opposing it, because, under those
condifions, the workers of the State will
be more -independent than they are under
exisling conditions, Jf you ecan keep a

He is an unconscions
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man paying a high rent vou can always
keep him under your thumb. The em-
ployer always has a moré powerful lever
on the man who has to pay rent, than he
has on the man with 2 home of his own.
Our friends opposite are opposed to the
scheme of lomes for workers for that
TEASON,

Hon. Frank Wilson; No.

The PREMIER: Of course . they
always deny when vou get home on the

main point. However, the fact remains
thal while they are not prepared to make
a definile pronouncement on the subject,
their actions during the last two years,
and during the last 12 months in par-
tieular, afferd conclusive proof that they
are not in sympathy with the workers’
homes seheme, and ave not in favour of
it from that very point of view; hecanse,
as I sax, a man who has to pay a high
vent, is a man who will submit to coudi-
tions ihat he would not consider for a
moment if he had a home of his own,
where he knew that his wife and family
would find shelter. When he knows there
is a possibilily of Lis wife and children
heing east oui on the street, ie will ae-
cept almost any conditions imposed on
him by the emploving class; and, nator-
ally, our friends opposite are anxious te
keep the worker in that eondition. We,
however, are here for the purpose of
lifting Lim out of that eondition, and we
kave been taking action in thal direction
during the last two vears. Our friends
opposife have announced their intention
of ociving to owners of workers’ homes
erected on the leasehold principle, the
freehold of their land. There again the
eame desire exists. Our friends know
that if the workers get the freehold of
their fand, the man with the most money
will eventually purchase those homes, and
by {hal means ift. will he possible to get
the workers into exactly the same posi-
tion as they were in prior to the workers’
liomes scheme—-all paying rent again.
Why, our friends opposite call them-
selves Tiberals. Do not they know that
the Liberals of England might almost be
termed Couservatives in some respects,
and vet the Liberals of England are at-
tacking landlordizm? They recognise
what landlordisn means to the com-
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munity in England.  But our friends
here, the so-called Liberals, are out for
the interests of the landlord all the time.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Mere assertions.

The PREMIER: Tt is absolutely cor-
reet,

Hon. J. Mitehell: You ought to be
ashamed of yourself.

The PREMIER: It iz absolutely cor-
rect. 1 am extremely sorry that it is
hurting the hon. member.

Hon. J. Mitehell: It does not hurt at
all; it is only amusing.

The PREMIER: Nothing huris like
the truth. .

Hon. J. Mitchell: There is not a word
of truth in it, and vou ought to know it.
Tt is an inaceurate statement,

The PREMIER: Tt is an accurate
statement. When a man is presented
with the freehold of his land, he will
take the first opportunity to dispose of
it, when it suits his convenience, without
regard for the inlerests of the communmity
as a whole. Under existing conditions,
we are assured that the man living in a
home—whether it is Tom Brown, the first
applicant, or Jim Smith. following five
vears afterwards—is mnot going to be
rack-rented by any landlord.

Mr. Wisdom: What does the working
man think of 1t?

The PREMIER: The member for
Claremont (Mr, Wisdom) is the last man
who should speak on belhalf of the
workers.

Mr. Wisdom: I have done more work
than you.

The PREMIER: He knows nothing
about the eondition of the worker, and
cares less.

Mr. Wisdom: 1 represent more work-
ers than vou do.

The PREMIER: The working men
think s0 much of the scheme that T am
finding difticulty in providing sofficient
funds to build all the homes they ask for.

Mr. Wisdom: That is freehold.

The PREMIER: No, not freehold,
There is not a block in the metropelitan
area that we have not had an applicant
for,

Mr, Hudson: That blows him out.

The PREMIER: Let me tell the hon.
member that the metropolitan area is
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largely freehold not owned by the Gov-
ernment; and did not his friends take an
opportunity of turning down a measnre
whicll would have made available for the
purpose of workers’ homes several hun-
dreds of acres in the metropolitan area®
And that was not done in the interests of
the University so muech, but becanse those
members knew what it meant to the
working men of the metropolitan area
and to the landlords.

Mr. Hudson: He is blown out now.

The PREMIER: Here is a publication
called the Labour Bullgtin. I presume
hon. membhers opposile are not likely to
read if, )

Hon, J. Mitehell: Pass it over and we
will read-it.

The PREMIER: It is issued by a gen-
tleman known as G. H. Knibbs, ithe Com-
monwealth Statistician, TIts name, no
doubt, would canse our friends opposite to
be shy of the publication, Iowever,
there are some particulars of a very in-
teresting nature in it, and I will read a
paragraph at this stage in order to show
lhe reuson of the opposition of our
friends opposite. They bpever take the
opportunity of defining their attitude
clearly ; they always endeavour to explain
that their atlitude is for a different pur-
pose altogether. The results, however,
ave just the same. When one follows them
closely, and reads the history of other
parts of the world, and considers the atti-
tnde adapted by gentlemen elsewhere of
a similar ealibre to those opposite, one
can appreciate better what is the object
they have in view, although they make all
sorts of statements which are misleading.
Knowing this, we lave during the last
few years been creecting workers’ homes;
and T said at the oulset that the object of
introdueing thai scheme was not merely
to provide a home for the sneeessful appli-
cant. The purpose of that scheme was
also to bring about a reduction of the
rents charged by the landlords in the
metropolitan area more particularly, I[f
the seheme has not that effeet, it has none,
The poliey of our friends opposite is io
get these homes and give to the people who
bonght them on a leasehold principle the
freehold of the land, and then have the
landlord, the capitalist, come along and
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buy the worker out, and so reduce the
working community to the same position
as they were in previously. Our object is
an enotirely different one. Our prineipal
object, I repeat, was not merely to supply
a home for the suceessful applicant, but
to break down the rack-renting landlord,
and in this we have been successful to o
large extent. In this bulletin, which was
issued only in June of this very year, the
following paragraph appears:—
Variation in prices and cost of liv-
ing. The cost of living index number
for 30 of the more important towns
rose from 992 in the fourth guarter of

1913 to 1,009 in the quarter under re-

view, compared with 1,000 for the whole

of the year 1912, The index number
for the corresponding quarter (Janu-
ary fo March) of 19135 was 998, and of

1912, 947. The increase in cost of liv-

ing since the preceding quarter is com-

mon to all the States except Western

Ausiralia, and is due principally to the

advanee in prices of potatoes, onions,

egas, butter, cheese, and meat, Honse
reits show little change, though they
etill generally tend to rise, In Western

Aunstralia prices of food and groceries

as well as house rents are lower than

for the preceding quarter,
How will our Ifriends opposite answer
that?

My, Munsie: They will say that Knibbs
is wrong.

The PREMIER: That is a proof of
the result of the putting into operation
of the workers’ homes scheme.

Mre. Wisdom: What does he sav about
meat ?

The PREMIER: I am c¢oming Lo that
direetly, Here the workers’ homes scheme
nol only provides the suecessful applicant
with a home at a reasonable figure, but it
also has the effeet of bringing about a
reduction of rents. May I say. more-
over, that this has happened notwithstand-
ing the fact that population has increased
by leaps and bounds at the same time. I
am doubtful whether a like illnstration
can be shown in any other part of the
world, namely, that, while the population
is increasing the rents are eoming down.
And we have the announcement of Mr.
EKnibbs that rents have increased in the
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other States and that Western Australia
is the only State to show a reduetion of
rents. I hope and believe that the peo-
ple will appreciate what it means to them,
not only to the suceessful applicant for a
worker’s home, but to others as well, and
that they will warn our friends opposite
to keep their hands off. These are some
of the matters our friends opposite will
have to make a definite announcement
upon, and I say that when the time ar-
rives the people will tell our friends op-
posite to keep their hands off, and that,
despite the leader of the Oppasition, the
Liberal candidates at the fortheoming
elections will be found giving hearty sup-
port to our scheme. But I want to tell
the people also that Ihe Liberal eandidates’
words eannot be accepted for anything.
The Liberal candidate has no platform
and no pledge. He might take a more
liberal view than his leader, but if that
party should be returned the men who will
sil on this beneh will decide the poliey,
and whatever is annonneed by the leader
of the Opposition will be put into opera-
tion. The men on this bench will decide
the matier, and those sitting bebind them
will have to vote for it. Our friends op-
posite have taken every opportunity also
of claiming that they speak on behalf of
the farming eommanity. Judging by what
is happening at the present time, namely,
the formation of the Country party, they
are no longer able to speak on bebalf .of
the farmers, and evidently they have not
been speaking correctly on their behalf
in the past. T have here a culting from
the Sunday Times of the 10th May, 1914,
The Sunday Times not so long since pro-
nounced itself the official organ of the
Liberal party: it now prouounces itself
the offteial organ of the C'ountry party.

Mr. Swan: They stole their organiser,
too.

The PREMIER: Yes. What have we
here in large black type?—

Found wanting.—Who are these that
are opposing the Counntry party's
elaim for direct representation? They
are mostly members of Parliament, led
by Messrs. Colebatch and Mitehell, who
are proclaiming frow the housetops that
they are representing the primary pro-
ducer in hoth upper and lower Honses!
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Why are they putting up the fight of
Ltheir lives against us? Because oppo-
site their names the primary producer
has written these words: “Mene, Mene,
Tekel, Upharsin,” which, being freely
interpreted, mean :—Mene—Thy king-
dom is numbered and finished. Tekel
—Thou are weighed in the balances and
art found waniing, Peres—Thy king-
dom is divided and given to the Coun-
Iry party.

I looked up the Bible and found that it
there reads——“the Medes and Persians,”
so evidently the kingdom of our friends
opposite is being divided and given to
the Medes and Persians. That is from the
organ that was once the official organ of
the Liberal party and is now the official
organ of the Country party. That is what
they think of the member for Northam
(Hon. J. Mitehell) who comes here and
says he is speaking on behalf of the
Country party. The leader of the Oppo-
sition on Thursday evening made some re-
ference to the increased eost of the con-
struction of our railways in agrieultural
disiricls. He had previously made this
asserfion on many ocecasions, notwith-
standing the fact that it has been contra-
dicted, not only by Ministers, but by en-
gineers of the department. The Minister
for Works dealt with this question lasi
session, and if hon. members will turn
up Hanrsard they will find there a state-
ment made by Mr. Rolland, then Aeting
Engineer-in-Chief, which shows coneln-
sively thal, taken on the same basis, the
railways are being eonstrneted as cheaply
to-day as during the period of our friends
opposite. But I want to point out, fur-
ihermore, that this relates to similar con-
ditions, whereas during the present Gov-
ernmenl’s term of office we have increased
the wages paid to our men employed on
those railways, which should make the
cost greater; that maierial has inereased
considerably during that period, and that
there is evidence coneclusive that we are
consiructing these railways to-day more
cheaply in comparison with the railways
which were construeted by the previouns
Adminisiration, and getting better resnlis
from the construetion of those railways
than our friends got; and that it is
largely due to the fact, as admitied by
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Mr. Rolland, that our railways are con-
structed to-day by day labour instead of
by contract. So much for that statement.
Let me, furthermore, explain that shortly
after coming into office our atiention was
drawn to the fact that light agrieulfural
railways which had been constructed were
in such a eondition that the Railway De-
partment refused to earry locomotives
over them unless provided with funds to
put them into proper working condition.
That was in relation to railways only jast
then completed,

Mr. Carpenter: Who built them ¢

The PREMIER: Our friends oppo-
site. And three months after taking themy
over the depariment was faced with the na-
cessity of finding funds te put them into
proper order. If we take the railways
which we have built during the last two
years and compare them with railways
which our predecessors constrneted, it
will be seen that the later railways are
in every way superior to those previonsly
bunilt, Tet me explain that the cheap
railways referred to by our friends are
in the long run found to be dear rail-
ways; beeause the one process of ballast-
ing the line and pulting down proper
sleepers and doing the work thoroughly
15 muelt cheaper than sending two or
three gangs out at different times. If one
gang does it properly it is done more
cheaply and the administrative costs are
less, as is also the eost of putting the
men out there and bringing them back:
T have here a return supplied by the
Railway Department, showing the ex-
penditure on certain sections necessary
within a short time of opening to bring
them up to standard., IHere are the lines

On the Goomalling-Dowerin, with a.
length of 15 miles, opened on the 4th
December, 1906, we have had to spend
£4311. On the Wagin-Dumbleyung,
25 miles, we have spent £6110. On the
Armadale-Jandaket, 10 miles, £1,500;
on the Greenhills-Quairading, 31 miles,
£528.

The Minister for Works: And now it
is not a line.

The PREMIER : No. It will have to
be done eventually. The list eontinnes—
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--. On the Coolgardie-Widgiemooltha,
* 51 ntles; we have spent £1,880; on the
~Hopetoun-Ravénsthorpe, 34 miles, £2,-
240; on the Toodyay-Bolgart, 24 miles,
. £591; on the Pinjarra-Dwellingup, 13
* miles, £7,6G7.

Mr. Lewis: A man lost his life on that.

The PREMIER : Yes, that is so. Then
we bave also—

The Goomalling-Wongan Hills line,
of 34 miles, on which we spent £6,075,
and the Dowerin-Merredin, 97 miles,
£15,549.

These make i total of light, cheap rail-
ways built by our friends opposite of 330
miles, and an expenditure by the Rail-
way Department—which we have had to
find to bring them up to a condition fit
for carrying traflie, of £46,460.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Is that for sleepers
and balast, or sleepers alone ¢

The PREMIER :  Principally
earth works.

Hon, J. Mitchell:
own lines ?

The PREMIER: I will give you the
exact amounts. There was required for
re-sleepering £10,430, and for ballasting
and formation £35,133, and £877 for
equipment, making a total of £46,460 ex-
pended on those lines—cheap lines, it is
true, from the point of view of the orig-
inal cost of construetion, bui dear lines
from the point of view of the State hav-
ing to find such a large sum of money.
And this does not complete the work,
either. 1 estimale that 1i will require
another £46,000 béfore those lines are
pul into the condition of the lines we are
building to-day and handing over to the
Railway BDepartment. Let me remind
yon of this: the Narrogin-Wiekepin rail-
way is a section of the Narrogin-Merre-
din line. When we had the Parliamen-
ary delegation visiting Western Austra-
lia I arranged for a special irain to
meet them at Albany and take them
through ihe wheat couniry, that they
might see the possibilities of our agricul-
tural industry; and T arranged with the
Railway Department to take them to Nar-
rogin and thence across to Merredin and
bring them down the Eastern line.
Everything progressed all right until it

for

What about your
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was diseovered that while we eould take
them over the Wickepin-Merredin see-
tion, then actually under econsiruetion,
the Commissioner of Railways would not
talce the responsibility of carrying them
over the Narrogin-Wickepin section. He
refused to do this. This was one of the
cheap lines which our friends opposite
boasl about.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: What does the con-
struction cost per mile nowadays ¢

The PREMIER : It is less than the
cost of the lines constructed by our
friends opposite when those lines are
Lrought up to the same standard as the
lines we are handing over to-day. The
Engineer in Charpe for the Works De-
partment, who cannot be charged with
politieal bias, made a staiemment there
and signed his name to it. The words
were ol put into his mouth by the Min-
ister, bul be spoke as Engineer in Charge.

My, 8. Stubbs: The railways, then,
cost £3,000 a mile?

The PREMIER: It depends on the
country. We use 60 b, rails generally,
and my friends opposite were building
only with 40 1. rails, so that their ex-
pendilure would be very much lighter on
rails than ours.

Mr. Wisdom: You should give us a
statement of figures.

The PREMIER: I am going fo give
vou figures. The leader of the Oppo-
sition asserted that we were squandering
the people’s money. One of the grounds
for (he charges was in counection with
our conslruction of railwayvs. The actual
squandering, if any did take place, was
not due to this administration. We have
had to find the money that the leader of
the Opposition wag responsible for our
squandering, if it could be charged against
us. They are responsible for my having
had to find a sum of money represented
by £46,000 for the eharges of carrying on
works which he started but which he
never eompleted. Ts that cquandering
the public money?

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Was that found out
of revenue, or out of loan?

The PREMIER: That is nothing fo
do with it. The money had to be found
all the same. It does not make any dif-
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ference where it comes from, if it comes
out all the same in the long run, for
ihe State does not exist merely for a
year or $o, as Some men’s businessess
exist for only a few year, but the Staie
exists for all time. If we are building
railways, it is folly for us to build a
light railway which has to be rebuilt in,
say, two or three years after it is handed
vver, It is bad management, and while
it may he said that by so doing we are
building our lines cheaper, as a mafter
of fact the Staie eventually discovers
that its railways are dear. The present
Government have constructed their lings
with an eye to the fature i1ather than
only to the immediate present, The
charge of squandering money has often
been urged against this Government. That
charge has nothing in it, and 1 have
asked the leader of the Opposition on
several occasions to bring some evidence
as to any unjustifiable expenditure dor-
ing the past three years, but, with the
exception of one or two items in connee-
tion with the trading eoncerns, they have
failed to toueh on any items of import-
ance. Those items they have complained
about amount to nothing after all. The
hon, gentlemen opposite complained
about our expenditure of 10 millions,
hut the whele of our expenditure upon
trading coneerns which we have put into
operalion during the. last three years
would not total wore than £245,000, out
of this 10 millions. What, T ask, about
the balance, the 934 millions which they
say we have squandered? They fail to
answer. A little while afterwards the
lender of the Opposition proceeded on
the basis that we are not squandering
enough, that we are not spending enough
money, and he wants us to spend more.
Take the dock which he built at Fre-
mantle for political purposes. Then
again, there were the smelting works that
thex purchased ont of State funds,
handed over to a company and practie-
allv ruined the Phillips River field. What,
too, had been done about the opening up
of a harbour at Nordalup Inlet? In the
course of his remarks the leader of the
Opposition ecomplained about the non-

construction of 2 number of rail-

173

ways of which I had never heard. There
are quite a nbpumber of others that
should have been econstructed long
since, and he never touched upon
them at 2l I bave never yet
been given any evidence to the effect
that we have Dbeen squandering public
money or in what direction. As a mai-
ter of faect, we have not to-day been able
to complete lhe work that was promised
by my friends opposite.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You should have
done so.

The PREMIER: There is a tremen-
dous difference betwsen Mr. Mitehell and
the leader of the Opposition in regard
to the expenditure of public funds. Dur.
ing the last three years there lLas been
an expenditure of 10 millions, and there
Las been no squandering in any directior.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Whal have you done
with the money?

The PREMIER: I have not finished
yebt. The leader of the Opposition wishes
to lead one to suppose that we have no-
thing to show for the money. We have
the Workers’ Flomes for one lhing——

Hon. J. Mitchell: Of couvrse you have.

The PREMIER: 1 say we have the
Workers’ Homes to show for it, which
sclieme has involved an expenditure of
something like £600,000. Of course, from
the attitude of our friends opposite this
money has been sgnandered.

Hon. J. Mitehell. No, it has not.

The PREMIER: Ai last T have an
admission from my friends opposite.
This has not been a squandering of
money. That is all right. As a matter
of fact, we had not expended 10 millions
of money. The loan expenditure up to
the end of Mareh last amounted to
£7,5584,708, which included a balance of
£783,365 up to September, 1911, against
a balance of £419,780 on hand to the
ist March last. Of this sum something
like £345,000 had been utilised in the
provision of workers’ homes. The ex-
penditure on railways was £3,400,109. I
hope the nember for Northam is listen-
ing. Is that squandering money? Is it
a wastefnl expenditure? I am waifing
for an answer. ’
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Member: The member for Northam is
.not in his seat.

The PREMIER: I wish he wounld re-
;turn to his seat and amswer my ques-
‘tions. I am trying lo point out to the
‘hon, member something definite. There
has, I say, also been an expenditure of
£3,400,109 on railways. Is that another
example of squanderiog? That included
£520,501 on additions and improvements
upon opened railways. The Dwellingup-
Hotham extension had £46,911 spent on it,
and land resumptions £251,369. If that
was squandering, my friends opposite were
responsible for it, for (hey resumed the
land, and we had to find the money. Thea
there are:—\Water Supplies £143,638, the
Wickepin-Merredin line £151,355, Won-
gan Hills-Mullewa boee £203,377, the
Boyup-Kojonup line £32.602, Brookton-
Kunjinn line £22,830, the Electric Power
Station £19,000. the Greenough to Quair-
ading line £34,769, Katanning-Nampup
line £45.481, Northampton to Ajana line
£65,200, the survey of new lines £23,108,
the Tambellup-Ongerup line £78,769, the
Wagin-Dambleyung extension £23,847,
and the Yilliminning-Kondinin line
£23 5847, the Wyaleatchem-Mount Mar-
shall line £499,473, the Port Hedland-
Marble Bar line £36,236. These figures
do not inclode rails and fastenings, or
rolling stoclk. The amount of expenditure
upon these is as follows:—Rails and fas-
tenings £22G,979, and on rolling stock
£859,293. Is that money squandered?
Have we nothing to show for our expendi-
ture of that money ? Is it not a fact
that during the term of office of the
leader of the Opposition, when they only
had a harvest of 5 million bushels, cow-
plaints were numerous because the Rail-
way Department could not cope with
this barvest within a reasonable time. Is
it not a fact that in 1914, when the har-
vest was 13%% million bushels——

Hon, Frank Wilson: It was all a Lib-
eral harvest.

The PREMIER: I{a! ha! With a
harvest of 13%% million bushels by a wise
and judicious expenditare of loan moneys
we on our side were able to meet the
demands consequent upon this great har-
vest without a singla complaint being
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heard. We have shifted that record bar-
vest without complaint.

Mr. Harper: With facilities provided
for you by a Liberal Government.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Tell ns about the
State steamers, and the brick works, and
the quarries, and the mouey which bas
been squandered there, and tell ns about
your costs for railway construetion,

The PREMIER: That is a question
T am asking the leader of the Opposition
to answer. 1t is due to the people that
he should answer it

Hon. Frank Wilson: T will answer it
all right.

The PREMIER : The leader of the Op-
position continues to make an assertion
that we are sqnandering loan funds.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are, abso-
tutely.

The PREMIER : In what direction? 1=
that squandering monsy? Have we no-
thing to show for the expenditure of
£3,400,000 in railway consiruction and
equipment? The hon. member is silent
on that point. The sum of £4,000,000
has been accounied for already by work-
ers’ homes and railwavs, Then we have
found something like £300,080 for the
purchase of a Perth tramway system.
Will the leader of the Opposition elaim
that this money was sguandered also?
They had only te say, when the pro-
posal first came before the House, that
they disagreed with the expenditure of
this money. Did they say this?

Mr. Harper: You bought the trams
too dear.

The PREMIER : The hon. members of
the Opposition should have said so when
the matter was first brought up for con-
stderatton. The leader of the Opposition
admilted at the time Lhat the matter was
all right. He said, on behalf of the party
he represents, that it was all right, and
gave his support to the Bill. There was
no opposition whatever in this Chamber.
It is true, however, that a member in an-
other place bad raised some opposition
to it. It was not because the priee was
too high, but beeause it was considered
inadvisable to spend this sum of money
in the capital of the State. He was up
against any expenditure in Perth of pub-
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lic funds, in the interests of the eountry
party.

Mr. Harper: I am glad yon admit
that.

Hon, Frank Wilson:
tralisation.

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition asked me to order rolling
stock. On the 3rd September, 1911,
there were 320 loeomotives for traffic in
the State. The previous Government had
ordered 68 locomotives, but not one of
them has miTived—making a total of
roughly 390 locomotives,

Hon. Frank Wilson:
were landed,

The PREMIER: None had arrived.

Hon, Frank Wilson: You are wrong
there,

The PREMIER: Not at all. On the
31st March, 1014, there were 417 loco-
motives in fraffic and 10 on order, making
a total of 427. There were 68 locomo-
tives ordered by the previous Govern-
ment, but paid for by the present Gov-
ernment, which cost on an average
£5,000.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Make it £4,000.

The PREMIER: They were ordered
and paid for by the present Government.
In addition to the @3 there are still 10
on order, which have not yet been paid
for, as well as 27 which this Government
have brought.into the State. During our
term of office of three years we had to
pay for and put on our railway sysiem
no less thun 95 new locomotives.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Sixty of them
were ours.

The PREMIER: Tlow many? There
had not been a single other locomotive
ordered for ten years, and then he says
that we are squandering the pablic money.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why did you not
build them in the loco. shops at Midland
Junction?

The PREMIER: Why did not the hon,
member make provision for building them
there? Why did he order 68 locomo-
fives, instead of building them there him-
self?

Hon., Frank Wilson: You charge me
with not hnilding them there.

That is decen-

Some of them
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The PREMIER: Because yon could
not do so. Becanse you made no pro-
vision for doing so. We were np against
a proposition that we could not waii until
we were in a position to have the loco-
motives built at Midland Junection, We
had to get our locomutives at the earliest
possible date in order to cope with the
harvest and keep our railway sysiem in
working order. We vould not consider
the question of manufacturing the loco-
motives here, and therefore we had to
procure them elsewhere.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why then charge
me with not building ithem then?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 o 7.30 p.m.

The PREMIER: Before tea I was
dealing with the charge levelled by the
leader of the Opposition that this Gov-
ernment had squandered 10 millions dur-
ing its term of office, and was endeavour-
ing fo oblain some idea from our friends
opposite just in what direction this
squandering had taken place. 1 men-
tioned a number of items, bat so far have
not received an answer to my questions.
I menfioned items on which money has
heen spent so that my friends opposite
might have the opportunity of withdraw-
ing the charge of squandering which they
have made. The last item I mentioned
was fhe purchase of the Perth tramway
system, and T asked whelher the Opposi-
tion had offered any objeciion to that
purchase, and whether in their opinion
that was money squandered.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You paid far teo
much for the trams.

The PREMIER: That is rather a be-
lated opinion to express. The matter was
here for consideration by Parliament
when the Bill was being disenssed, bui 1
lcard no complaints.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Oh, yes, you did.

The PREMIER: At least they were
not sufficient to cause members opposite
to vole against the second reading of the
Bill, or its passage through Commiitee,
In any case the statement that we paid
too much for the system is not borne out
by the earnings during the past 12
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moenths, The tramways have been oper-
aled most successfully, and have shown
a handsome profit after paying interest
and sinking fund charges. As we im-
prove the system and also provide for
the purchase of eurrent at a cheaper rate
than at the present time, so the profit
will inerease. That profit is being pro-
vided after the expenditure of a fair sum
of money in the direction of belated re-
pairs which will not he an annual charge
against the system when it is in proper
order. We have spent £200,000 on the
introduction of immigrants into Western
Australia. I suppase that too, in the
opinion of the leader of the Opposition,
is money squandered, and while they talk
in generalities about the squandering of
money they complain at the same time
that the expenditure has not been greater.
On the Agrienltural Bank we spent
£621,000, Although the total has not been
found in real eash, that action, I take it,
1s held by the Opposition to be money
squandered, bnt when we hear them
speaking with another voice in the coun-
try, they complain that we have not found
sufficient mouey in that direetion. We
axpended £40,000 on implement works.
That, too, I suppose, will be regarded by
our friends opposile as money squand-
ered. T notice they are very silent when
I am trying fo pid them down to some-
thing definite.

TTon. Trank Wilson: Yon are labouring.

The PREMTER: No, I am not. T am
just giving ifems upon which money has
been expended, and I want to know
whether on any of these items money has
been squandered. The expenditure of
£46,000 on the establishment of implement
works will mean the manufactare of im-
plements at a reduced cost, and the reten-
tion of so mueh more money in the
poekets of the farmer without costing
the taxpaver a single penny, and mean-
ing, as it will, the employment of many
men in the manufacture of these imple-
ments which in the past have almost ex-
clusively heen imported from America or
the other States of the Commonwealth.
Is that money squandered, or is it money
wisely expended?
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Hon, J. Mitechell :
£40,000 spent on?

The PREMIER: On plant, buildings,
and generaily. Then we expended £6,993
on nationalising the ferry service between
Perth and Sonth Perth. That, too, I
suppose, is money squandered. My friends
opposite may be able to tell that to people
in some parts of the country, but I doubt
whether it would be believed in South
Perth where the action of the Government
is munch -appreciated. We expended
£140,000 on public buildings daring our
term of three years, I admit it is not as
much ag was spent in previous years, and
the same thing may be said in connection
with roads and bridges, under which
heading £57,510 was spent, but we have
provided more funds from revenue than
was done previonsly.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Out of the defieit
Fou mean. ‘

The PREMIER: Never mind. we
found the money. On the development of
agriculture we spent £501,666, which in-
cluded £100,000 for abattoirs, eold stor-
age depot, grain sheds and sale yards,
and £24,666 for the purchase of the
Harvey estale. T suppose our friends
opposite  will regard that as wmoney
squandered.  We expended £681.000 in
the provizion of water supplies and
sewerage. That ineluded £314,000 for
Perth and Fremantle, £04,000 for pro-
viding water supplies in the agricultural
distriets, £79,000 in eonnection with the
metrepolitan water supply, £81.000 for
extensions in agricnltural distriets. and
£50,000 for supplying the fown of
Albany with water.

What was the

My, Lander: Tt is all wanted,

The PREMIER: It is a matter of
heing able to convinee your sapporters
that you are handling the finances suceess-
fully. Listening to the eriticism of our
friends opposite one would think that be-
cause we spent more money than they
did, that we have squandered it. I have
mentioned these various items to show in
what direction we have “squandered”
money.
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The Minister for Mines: They have
‘been silent since you have heen mention-
ing the items.

The PREMIER: Quite so. On har-
bour and river improvements we speni
£326,151.

Hon. J. Mitchell: And on the dock?

The PREMIER: Including £201,749
on the dock. The hon. member ought
not to mention the dock. We spent what
we did quickly in order Lo prove th-u
the scheme of hon, members opposite in
regard to that dock was a farce. On
improvements generally we spent £37482;
‘and on North-West jetties, £16,700. On de-
velopment of goldfields we expended
£187,000. This last item includes devei-
opmeni of mining, £74,000; State bar-
- teries, £44.000; Eastern goldfields (mostly
water supply), £45,000; the Murchison
and Peak Mill goldfields, £20,000. Tt
that be money which has been squandered,
I would refer the hon. member (o the
gold returns for the last year.

Hon. J. Miichell: The last six months.

The PREMIER: The returns for the
last six months are easily explained. The
falling off was largely due to the fire
in the Ivanhoe mine, the intreduction of
2 new plant at Ora Banda, and such
other cases as that. Last year, how-
ever, fhere was a substantial inerease in
the output of gold as compared with the
preceding years, notwithstanding the mag-
nificent poliey of our friends opposite
in those years. This money has heen
well and wisely expended on the develop-
ment of the goldfields. We come now
to those points which will cause our
friends to wake up. On the saw mills in
the karri forests we spent £137,716. We
also expended £105,000 on the Stale
steamship service in the North-West.
Again, T ask, was that money squan-
dered? On Stale hotels we expended
£25.239, and on brick yards £9,120. On
the milk supply we expended £4.385; anid
on the purchase of land at Nedlands for
the purpose of the university £1,585.
"These are the items which go to make
up the seven odd millions which we have
expended during onr term of office, and
hefore our friends continue to repeat the
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statement that the money has been squan-
dered it is clearly their duty to see 1
what direction they would refuse to
spend the money had they the oppor-
tunity of doing so. The leader of the
Opposition referred to the harbour
schemes which have been submitted to
various authorities during the recent
months, and he complained that the plans
had not been presented to the House.
We, however, do not submit the plans
to Parliament until they are adopted. We
follow a course different from that of

“our friends opposile; we recognise that be-

fore definitely adopting a scheme, every
possible infermation should be obtained,
and after securing departmental reports
we consult the people concerned, and
baving had the plans carefully consid-
ered by the people who are able 1o speak
from o local point of view, we found
that in each case they were adopted. The
plans in connection with the Bunbury
harbour were submitted io the people
of Bunbury and adopted by them, and
if our friends opposite had read the
newspapers they would have found that
the people of Bunbury much appreeiated
the action of the Government in provid-
ing what were reeognised as essential har-
honr improvements. Then again, we did
much the same in connection with Al-
bany, and I learn Lhat the member for
Albany (Mr. Price) has been voundly
congratulated by the people of that
Southern port. He has received a num-
ber of wires asking him to eonvey to
the Ministry the thanks of the people
of that port. Mr. Meeks, the secretary
of the Chamber of Commerce, wired t+
Mr. Price—

Chamher of Commerce eongratulates
vou on the suecess of your efforts and
delighted that their faith in (overn-
ment carrying ont harbour works just-
fied. Wire prospects e harbour hoard.

*fr. Barvelt, an  ex-Tiberal member of
this House, and president of the CChamber
of Commerce, wired to Mr. Price—
Aeccept congratulations Premier and
self news wired yesterday, personally
never doubted.
That genileman always recogmised thal
whenever we put our hands to the plough
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we would see the end throngh. We pro-
mised the people harbour facilities in
order to give the Great Southern dis-
triets their proper outlet and we propose
to keep faith with them. We did ex-
actly the same in connection with Bun-
bury, and not only have we submitted
the plans to the harbour board there,
but we are commencing the construction
of a line from Wagin to connect with
tbe Collie-Narrogin railway, whizh will
bring this distriet nearer to a port and
assist the settlers in that area.

Mr. Harper: What about the Fre-
mantle harbour?

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): You will hear enough about that
yet.

The PREMIER: 1In regard to the
criticism of the State sleamship service,
I will not delay hon. members by going
throngh the whole matter again, but I
would like to draw attention to the fact
that we recently had an election for one
of the provinees of the Legislative Coun-
cil, which was contested by three candi-
dates in the persons of an ex-Liberal
Minister, the Hon. J. D. Connolly, a
mayor of Midland Junetion, Mr. Robin-
son, and an ex-member of this Chamber,
in the person of Mr. J. J. Holmes.

Hon. J, Mitehell: And a Labour man,
too.

The PREMIER: Yes, thres candidates
and a commercial traveller. If members
of the Opposition took the trouble to read
the newspapers, they would find that the
hon. Mr. Holmes, who was successful in
that election, had something to say in
connection with the State steamship ser-
vice. It was of a nature whick does that
gentleman ecredit, and it also provides| a
definite answer to the eriticism of mem-
bers of the Opposition,

Hon. J. Mitchell: He had a Royal
Comumission to inquire into the service,

The PREMIER: Not only were we
commifted to the State steamship serviee,
but the leader of the Opposition also was
committed to it.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Oh, no.

The PREMIER: It is so and the re-
ference can be found in the famons
Queen’s Hall speech, where evidently the

[ASSEMBLY.]

hon, member spoke without notes, and
trusted to memory. In the report of
that speeeh I find the following statement
under the heading “The meat ring” —pro-
bably the hon, member had become con-
vinced that a meat ring existed—

Cheapening food supplies. A steamer
would be put on the North-West trade
when a steady supply of fat cattle
could be obtained and slaughtered.

I take it that this speech has been ap-
proved of and issued by the leader of
the Opposition. We can never fell ex-
actly what our friends on the Opposition
side mean, but surely that statement is
definite enough. The hon. member has
been denying that he promised to supply
a State steamer,
Hoo. Frank Wilson: No.

The PREMIER: The hon, member for
Northam only a minute since denied it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are twisting
things,

The PREMIER: 1 will read it again—

A steamer would be put on the

North-West trade, when a steady sup-

ply of fat cattle could be obtained and

slaughtered.
This announcement was followed by ap-
plause.

Hon. Frauk Wilson:
graph,

Hon. J. Miteheil: Your sieamer has
improved on that. It slanghters the cattle
before they get here.

The PREMIER: Ouiside of the faet
that the Opposition were pledzed to State
stenmers, we have more receni evidence of
the fact that a Btate steamship serviee
was essential (o the North-West portion
of the State. The hon. J. J. Holmes,
after being returned at the election, gave
an interview to a representative of the

Finish the para-

* Carnarvon Ttmes and he definitely stated

that he was satisfied his victory was due
to the fact that he, of all the candidates,
was the only one who had supported the
State steamship service. The result of
this election is rather interesting, in view
of the faet that under the preferential
voting an ex-Minister, who had just re-
signed his seat for the Goldfields, by
which he recognised the futility of ever
again attempting to enter Parliament




[7 Jouy, 1914.]

The Attorney General: It garrotted

him,
The PREMIER: Garrotted is hardly
Justified.

The Minister for Mines:
out.

The PREMIER: The ex-Liberal Min-
ister and Mr. Robinson both stood largely
on the ery against the State steamship
service. It is true that Mr. Hoilmes eriti-
cised the management of the service, but
be committed himself to support the con-
finvance of the State steamers to the
North-West, Mr., Holmes pointed oub
that if the Government were justified in
building spur railways in agricuitural
districts, railways which had been run-
ning at a loss for the purpose of develop-
ing those areas, we were equally justified
in putting on a State steamship service to
the North-West to enable that portion of
the State to be linked up with the met-
ropolis, The hon. gentleman might have
clinehed his remarks by drawing attention
to the faet that in 1912-1913 our spur
railways in the agricultural districts—
where it is supposed we have been doing
nothing to help the man on the land—
showed n loss of £47,378 on the year's
operations, but because there is a slight
loss on the Stale steamship service, we
are told that we are doing something
wrong.

Hon. J. Mitchell:
vou charging?

The PREMIER: The exisling freights.
I desire further to point out that on fer-
tilisers carried over the railway system to
assist the development of the agricultural
areas the loss was £27,504, or a total loss
for the year of over £70,000, in the in-
terests of the agrienlturists, and beeause

Squeezed him

What freights are

we show a slight loss on the State steam-

ship service to the North-West, we are
roundly condemned by the Qpposition.
Qur State steamship serviee is so popular
that had we had anocther steamer we could
-gasily have filled her this season, so great
was the demand for space.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
going to make a profit?

The PREMIER:
the profit.

When are you

Never mind shout
I will deal with that later.
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The management of the service have
asked us to obtain another steamer.
Hon. Frank Wilson: And to sell one.
The PREMIER: Naturally.
Hon. Frank Wilson: What price do
you want9
The PREMIER: If the hon. member,
a5 a business man, makes a firm offer,
we may ¢ome (o terms.

Mr. Bolton: XNo agents, principals
only, no eommissions.
Hon. TFrank Wilson: What about

£5,000, to break her up as serap iron?%

The PREMIER: Before the advent
of State steamers—perbaps the member
for the district may not be aware of this
faect, although he appreciates the serviee
—the producers outside of Kimberley had
no possible chance.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Derby and Broome
sent caftle down at that time.

The PREMIER: I am telling the hen.
member the faets. In 1911-12, before the
State steamship service operated, only 537
bullocks were shipped from Port Hedland
whereas in 1912-13, after the State steam-
ship service began operations, no iewer
than 6,105 head were shipped trom Port
Hedland. We have reduced the freight
on cattle from Kimberley {from L4 to £2
10s. per head. A sum of £4 per head wus
asked hy the charterers of the steamers
which previously traded to the North-
West when we desired them to bring down
catile from the aborigines slation. Wae
are now Dringing them down for £2 10s,
a head for the producers in the North-
West. In consequence of these facilities
provided by the State steamship service,
Kimberley eattle have advanced 10s. per
head in price.

Hon. J, Mikchell; That is good for the
Perth market.

The PREMIER: As & result of the
service we have actually put £1,500 in
hard cash into the pockets of every Kim-
berley producer who has shipped 750
head of catile.

Hon. J. Miichell: How do you make
that out, at 10s, per head?

The PREMIER: I am giving the
figures. As a result of the service we
have actually put £1,500 hard cash into
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the pockeis of each Kimberley producer
who has shipped 750 head of catlle.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The cattle kings,
yes.

The PREMIER: Previously Port
Hedland eaftle were sacrificed at £3 per
head; now tley are bringing £5 10s. and
still we are selling cheap meat. The hon.
member for Northam may laugh, We
have benefited hoth the producer and the
consumer and, had it not been for the
State steamship service, I venlure to say
we would be paying famine prices for
onr meat.

Hon. J. Mitehell: So we are; we conlid
not pay more.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member
ean find reasons for langhing and for
malking flippunt remarks, it may be in
keeping with the poliey of his party. I
am giving the word of one who spoke
with & knowledge of the subject. We
have suffered considerably from drought
in the north-western portion of this State
during the past three wveaurs nnd under
the shipping conditions prevailing prior
to the inauguration of the State steam-
ships. meat would undoubtedly have been
considerably dearer to-day than it was
at the time we took office, as o result
of the dry season and the scareity of
stoek, But what ave the faets ? T have
a copy of the Quarlerly Labour Bullelin,
which will be a niglimare to the hon. mem-
ber. 1t is published by Knibbs, Initisa
return of the eost of living in Australia.
There is an index number for each group
from January to Mareh compared with
1912, The price in 1912 is shown by the
index number of 1,000 and any rvise or
fall is indicated above or below that
fizure. For New South Wales the index
figure was 1,000 in 1912 and by Mareh,
1914 meat had visen to 1,090. In Vie-
toria it had risen to 1,030; in Queensland,
to 1,078; in South Australia, 1,158; and
in Tasmania to 1,047; while in Western
Australia it had declined to 974, In
every other State of the Commonwealth
there has been a considerable incresse
in the price of meat sinee 1912 and West-
ern Australia is the only State which
has shown a redunection and it is o fairly
substantial vedaction, too.

v

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. S. Stubbs:
are all broken.
_ Mr, Thomas: That is only bluff.

The PREMIER: It is not so many
months since the market was well sup~
plied with stock and some butchers,
whether they did it by putting their-
heads together, or not, I do not know,
apened a shop or two in the metropoli-
tan area at which they sold meat at a
slight reduction on our prices at the
meat stall. Then they eame to us and
wanted to know why we did not reduee
the price. Thev said, ** The Government
are keeping up the price and yet they
tallke about reducing it.” We took no
notice of them but realised what would
happen, and as a resalt we can to-day
continue to sell at the old price without
showing any loss to the community, be-
canse we foresaw what would happen and
we made provision; and the butehers are
now holding indignant meetings. Iknow
of no subjeet whieh has received so much
consideration at the hands of ‘‘mother
of ten,” and such like correspondents
during the last three months as has the
price of meat and the condemnation of
the Government meat stall by the-bul-
chers.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Is it a fact that you are
buying meat at 7d. and selling it at 3d.
per 1?2 .

The PREMIER: No. The leader of
the Opposition stated that we were buy-
ing mutton at 10d. per Ib. This is ab-
solutely incorreet. We have never
hought mutton at 10d. per 1b. The price
we paid has been about 6%d. after al-
lowing for the value of the skin, and we
have been selling it at 5d to 7d., and
averaging the whole lot it has been just
abont paying.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: The butchers allege that
you are buying it at 5d. and selling it
at 7d. per 1b.

The Minister for Mines: Do you be-
lieve them ?

The PREMIER : T am not concerned
with what the buichers are saying, but
I am coneerned regarding the results we
have achieved. There is evidence that
since 1912, when the price of meat was
at an index figure of 1,000, Western Auns-

The. butchers say they
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tralia under a Labour Administration and
by the introduction of the State Steam-
ship service to the North-West, notwith-
standing the scarcity of stock and
the Dbad season, has experienced a
reduction in the ©price of meat.
All the other States have shown a fairly
substantial rise. Having touched so far
on the question of food supply, may I
make a further quotation? We have a
veturn here showing the price of house
rent and cost of living indexed under
each capital town during 1911-1914. The
year 1911 is the year our friends were last
in office, after we had had five years of
1his beneficent liberal rule. TFive years of
that beneficent rule left us in this posi-
tion. Whatever the price of commodities
then, groceries, food, and rent, have been
taken tor the purpose of comparison as
1,000; and the other States have been
placed in exactly the same position, on that
index figure of 1,000, It is so with the price
of groceries, food, and vent in Sydney.
Tlhey moved up from 1,000 to 1,165; in
Melbourne, to 1,122; in Brisbane, to
1,068; in Adelaide, to 1,057; and in Ho-
bart, te 1,107; whilst in Western Aus-
tralia they have dropped to 987. Western
Ausiralia 15 the only State in the Com-
monwealth where there has not been an
increase in the cost of living during the
three years, and where, as a matter of faet,
there has been a slight reduetion.

Mr, Taylor: You arranged that.

The PREMIER: The Commonwealth
Statistician must have known we were
coming into office. Now, let me quote an-
other retuwrn. This deals with the pur-
chasing power of money, in each year
from 1901 to 1914, in each Australian
capital town—what would have cost on
the average £1. I do not know why Mr.
Knibhs should have selected 1911, but
this is rather interesting: May I point
ont here that Mr. Knibbs has based it
on the average for the whole of the Com-
monwealth in 19119 He bas taken what
would purchase on the weighted average
throughout the Commonwealth, and at
that time it required in Perth 22s, 6d.
Notwithstanding the difficulties we have
passed through, the trying period every-
body knows the past three years to have
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been, notwithstanding the shortage of
meat in the North-West in particular, and
the fact that we have as well had large
quantities of importations of food from
the Eastern States, where prices have also
risen, the purchasing power of the sov-
ereign in Western Australia bas been in-
creased—what in 1912 cost 23s. now cost-
ing only 22s. 7d.—while every other State
has shown a considerable decrease in that
purchasing power. The fignres given by
Knibbs are as follow;—

Amounts necessary on the average to
purchase in Capital Towns what would
have cost on the average £1 in 1911 in
the Capitals as a whole.

Year. 1911, 1913.1
Sydney 20s. 7d. .. 23s. 7d.
Melbourne .. 19s. 0d. 21s. 1d.
Brisbane 18s. 44d. 19s. 4d.
Adelaide 21s. 2d. 223, 84.
Hobart 19s. 1d. 215, 2d.

{Mean of first nine months.
Western Australia is the only State again
in which the purchasing power of the
sovereign has inerensed.

Hon. J. Mitchell: They do not say that
in the Arbitration Court, you know.

The PREMIER : 1 am not dealing with
the Arbitration Court just now. I am
desling with the criticism of the leader of
the Opposition. Tn Western Anstralia
il now requires 225, 3d. to purchase whal
could be purchased in any other part of
the Commonwealth for £1. It is shown
that in 1911, the year when our friends
left office, on the weighied average for the
Commonwealth being fixed at £1, it re-
quired 26s. 11d. in Perth. We have re-
duced that; and it is another illustration
of the bringing about of that blue ruin
which our friends talk about, when the
average of 26s. 11d. is reduced to 24s.
11d. Tt bas been reduced by 2s., while
in every other State, without exception,
it has gone up.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Where have all the sav-
ings gone to? They are not in the Banks,

The PREMIER: It is very evident that
our friend from Wagin is not a share-
holder in the Western Australian Bank,
or he would appreciate the fact that, not-
withstanding onr trying time, that Bank
has been able to distribute a 20 per cent,
dividend. However, T ain coming to the
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aspect of banking directly. Perhaps the
figures I have given might be accepted
as conelusive that our administration dur-
ing the last three years has been effective.
We have not been talking about ihings; we
have done them; and we did lhem so
speedily, we gol {o work so promptly
these matters, that it did not require six
years—as my friend, the leader of the
Opposition admilted on Thursday even-
ing in respeet to his Administration—io
feel the henefie of it. It took six years,
he said, to feel the benefit of Liberal ad-
ministration, bat it has taken only three
years to feel the benefit, in a very effective
manner, of Labour administration. Those
are figures which I believe are conelusive,
and will be accepted by the general pub-
lie, being issued by Mir. Knibbs, who is
not coneerned in party poliiies, and, I
suppose, does not care very much about
what is transpiring in Western Anstralia,
Let me deal, too, with the State trading
concerns, T was dealing with the ques-
tion of the steamers, when, naturally, the
question of the price of meat comes info
consideration; but may I also explain
that, so far as the Stale steamers are con-
cerned, it must be recognised that at the
outset of any service there are sure to
be losses? Tt is possible even in the besl
regulated companies’ serviees fo find the
retention of a steamer not suitable for a
particolar (rade: the steamer itself being
nuite all right, though not suitable for the
partienlar trade. That is exactly what has
happeited in the case of the “Western
Australia”—a  magnificent steamer, ad-
mirably suitable from the point of view
of the wealher eonditions prevailing on
our North-West coast; a sieamer of
which we never need have the slightes:
fear as to her getting out of any difti-
culty. She is not a steamer particularly
well fitted for passenger traflic, but she is
very well adapted for the conditions pre-
vailing on the North-West coast. Being
built for trading eonditions prevailing in
many other parts of the world, the steam-
er has to take in sufficient coal at Fre-
mantle to enable her Lo proceed along the
coast to Wyndham and as far as Derby
in the Northern Territory, without re-
plenishing her bunkers at any port en
route.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. Mitchell: Every steamer bas
to do that,

The PREMIER: No. Steamers going
on to Singapore can gei supplies of coal
there to bring them back,

Hon. J. Mitchell: All the cattle boats
do it.

The PREMIER: The “Western Aus-
tralia” is not merely a cattle boal. She
is not a cattle boai.

Hon, J. Mitchell: T know that.

The PREMIER : The large quantity of
coal whieh the “Western Australia” has
to carry leaves only a very limited space
available for general eargo. That natur-
ally makes her rather a losing concern
from the immediaie profit point of view.
BRut is that the only aspect we have to con-
gider? Should we not consider the people
who are pioneering the North-Western
portion of the State—a territory in itself
as large as some of the Fastern States of
Anstralia—are their interests not to be
considered at all? Are only the interests
of Perth fo be considered, or should we
give consideration to the development of
the interests of that huge territory%? I
am not speaking only of this loss in eon-
nection with the State steamship service,
but T am taking into consideration the ne-
cessity for extending our railway systemr
to thosze areas for the purpose of advane-
ing them. The hon. member opposite may
langh, e is interested only in a few
parts of the State, where he has a few
private nterests, But I am concerned
with the interests of ihe whole of the
State. That is what we eclaimed at the
elections, and what T claim still: that the
great difference between the poliey of our
friends opposite and the policy of this
parly is that we consider the interests of
the whole of the State, from Bucla in the
South to Wyndham in the North; and I
say we are justified in lesing even more
money than we have lost in doing what we
have done for the advancement of the
North-West, justified in continuing on
similar lines. We hope to open up the
North by further railway communication
al an early date,

Hon. J. Mitehell : You have not got any
more money to lose,

The PREMIER: The hon. member
need not worry abhout more money. Qur
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triends opposite told the electors that
they would be ruined if they returned
Labour candidates, that no money wonld
be lent to ihe State if the electors did
that, Now, the point is that the money-
lender took no notice of our friends, who
now complain that the finaneiers lent us
more than they should have done,

Hon. J, Mitehell: At what price?

The PREMIER : At better prices than
Liberal leaders seeured in any other part
of the world. The hon. member knows
it, too.  References were made by the
hon. mewber to our trading concerns,
and to the implement works in particular.
Naturally, the Opposition do net wait
until these works have au opportunity of
getting on & basis where they can be
fairly judged. Our friends opposite rush
in at once, and condemn these trading
coneerns lock, stock, and barrel. The
leader of the Opposition condemned the
manaeer of the State Implement Works
for buying at a cheap price a quantity of
valuable machinery. Some of that ma-
chinery had been hardly used, and the
whole of it is now eiving splendid ser-
vice.

Hon., Frank Wilson: T condemned the -

Government. not the manager. You are
too fond of putling your troubles on to
others.

The PREMIER: If the hon, member
condemned fhe Government in that eon-
nection, he condemned the manager as
well. The leader of the Opposition has
continually made the assertion that this
machinery is scrap-iron. Yet he has to
adwmit that he has never been near the
works and knows nothing about them.
Nevertheless. he continues to repeat his
opinion. knowing nothing whatever a2bout
the machinery, as to whether it is good,
bad, or indifferent. The hon. member
went to Claremont, accompanied by the
member for Claremont (Mr. Wisdom),
to a Liberal rally, and on that oeceasion
again he roundly eriticised and attacked
the management of the implement works.
However, Mr. Davies, the manager, hap-
pened to be present; and, to judge by a
report T have here from one of the news-
papers——

Hon. I'rank Wilson: The Worker?

The PREMIER: No. The Northam:
Courier, by the way. I find that the fol-
lowing s reported:—

Ar. Prank Wilson, in the course of
an  address delivered at Claremont,
made an attack on the management of
the State Tmplement Works. He as-
serted that the works were being run
ai a loss, and implied that the Govern-
ment had put the works in the hands
of an ineapable manager. Mr. Wis-
dom, M.L.A., followed his leader with
an implication that the works balance-
sheet had been faked to show a profit.
The manager of the works, Mr. Davies,
happened to be at the meeting, and -
songht aud obtained permission to re-
ply to the {wo detractors of the State
enferprise. He exposed in delail the
inacenracies of which the two legisla-
tors had been gmilty, and invited them,
or anvone .else, to inspeect the shops,
the method of book-keeping, and the
vosts account, eoncluding with the offer
to forfeil £50 to any charitable insti-
Lution if he eould not prove at the end
of the finaneial vear, June 30th, 1914,
that the works had made a profit; his
figures to be tested by any method pre-
ferred. The meeting, it is reported,
gave My, Davies quite an ovalion at
the econclusion of his specch. Mr.
Wilson then tried to explain that his
remarks were only made in a Piek-
wickian sense——

Hon. Frank Wilson: Tt is a wonder-
fully aceurate report. 1 think he must
have composed if.

The PREMIER: The
cludes—

and that he did not imply for omne

moment that Mr. Davies was not a

capable manager.

Hon, Frank Wilson: That report is
totally innecnrate, whoever gave it to
them.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honerary Min-
ister): Those who attended the meeting
did not say anything about that,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Who reported
this? ‘

The PREMTIER: Evidently not a Lib-
eral. Now, dealing with the implement
works, may I say that we are perfectly
satisfed with the system of aecounting

report eon-
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which has been intreduced in connection
with those works? We appointed a
special commitiee of experts from the
departments for the purpose of drawing
up the costing system, and that system
has been drawn up on such a basis that
there enn be no diffieulty in arriving at
the actnal cost of manufacture of every
implement which is made at the works,
or will ever be undertaken. There will
be no diffieulty whatever; and so far as
faking of returns by the manager is con-
cerned, he has absolutely nothing what-
ever to do with the arranging of that
costing system. It is done ontside his
department altogether. Thus he has to
stand on the actnal operation of the fae-
tory and cannot fake his returns in any
way. Perhaps one of the diffienlties,
from our friend’s point of view, is not
only have we established the implement
works and so come into competition with
some of his combine friends, but we are
also sefting an example in paying a rea-
sonable rate of wage to the men em-
ploved. To imagine that we e¢an furn
out our implements at a less cost than the
combines and trusls and pay betier
wages, is extremely huriful to our friends
opposite. The position is that the wages
paid {o the men in our implement works
are 2. per day better than those paid to
men emploved in similar work in the
Vietorian factories. Yet we are reducing
the cost of the implements to the farmer
by from 10 to 20 per cent. That is one
canse of eomplaint by the leader of the
Opposition and his friends. They recog-
nise that the State can manufacture these
implements and show a profit on the pro-
cess, and supply the implements at re-
duced prices to the farming community
as against those machines manufactured
by the eombines and trusts existing in
America and other places. And at the
same time we are keeping the money in
eirenlation in Western Australia. These
are some of the matters which I consider
of interest in connection with our trading
coneerns. Whilst mentioning wages and
cost of living, may I point out that it
has frequently been nrged, particularly by
the member for Northam (Hon. J. Mit-
¢hell) that if we increase the wages of
men in any indusiry, we must necessarily
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increase the cost of living; and it is as-
serted that it increases in greater ratio
until, as a matter of faet, all the increase
in wages will have gone in the extra cost
of living. During the last three years we
have increased ihe wages of men in the
Government service, and we have set the
example {o the Arbitration Court, which
has also increased wages. Yet side by
side with these inereases there has not
been an inerease in the cost of living, or
not to any appreciable extent. There is
the answer to the argument that increased
wages means increased cost of living. We
liave shown that it is possible to increase
the wages and at the same time reduce
the cost of living. The leader of the Op-
position, in referring to the implement
works, tonched upon the fact that they
were undertaking ofher classes of work,
and he stated that it was well known in
engiheering cireles that the class of ma-
chinery neecessary for the manufacture of
locomotives was not the class of machin-
cry required for the building of imple-
ments, and that the building of our har-
bour workshop and making it part and
parcel of the implement works would be
found to be unwise in all respects, and

.would result in the mixing up of the cost

of the implements. The maclinery pre-
viously engaged in the Harbour Works
Department would still be similarly en-
gaged in doing work not in its own de-
partmeni, Tt is only a matter of admin-
istration of the two classes of work., The
advantages are that sometimes the heav-
ier elass of machinery necessary to the
hatbour works will be found at a pinch
to be available and of considerable value
in conneetion with the implement works,
and on the other hand some of the lighter
machinery used in the implement works
will be found of advantage when employed
on doing work for ouiside firms or Gov-
ermnment departments which was previ-
ously done by the Harbour Works. The
manager has said that this bas recently
been experienced. Our bulldozers used in
the production of agricultural machinery
were for the moment standing idle, when
active employment was found for them in
some of the harbour works, and they
turned out the work at about one-tenth
the cost which would otherwise have ob-
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tained. S¢ it will be seen that the work-
ing of these two classes of machinery
together is of considerable advantage.
Moreover, these are not the only works of
a similar nature in Australia. The leader
of the Opposition will know that the
Clyde engineering works at Sydney, one
of the largest engineering establishments
in' Australia, is engaged in doing ship-
ping and general work, and the manu-
factuve of agrienltural machinery.
there is the Meadowbank factory near
Sydney, and there are two factories in
Sounth Australia, Messrs. Martin and Co.,
of Gawler, and May Bros., of Gawler, the
laiter turning ont nearly 1,000 harvesters
per annum. They are also large makers
of mining machinery. There, if ve-
guired, is evidence that these firms, well
established, can manufacture agrienltural
implements and mining machkinery, and
undertake shipping work as welll. In
conneetion with the Fremantle harbour
workshops it was found necessary to put
up new buildings. YWhether we put them
adjacent to and run them in conjunetion
wilh lhe implement works or not, we had
to find the monev for new workshops,
and we find it economical to bring them
under the one roof. By this the annnal
cost of administration will be consider-
ably reduced. T do not know of anything
eise introdnced by our friends opposite
which requires very much answering.
May T remind that the leader of the Op-
position is very much inclined to sharply
eriticise the Government for its comtrol
of the finances. T want to show that the
hon. memher eannot claim to be a finan-
cial expert or genius, and to show, more-
over, what some of his bungling, or want
of foresight, during his term has cost
the State,

Mr. Thomas: No one ever suspected
him of heing a genius,

The PREMIER : Yes, possibly one per-
son has—the leader of the Opposition.
The returns of the State Savings Bank
show the following result: Cash on hand
held by the Western Australian Bank on
the 80th June, 1908, was £254778. Tao
1909 it amounted to £343,571; in 1910
to £589,323; in 1911 to £753,549, and in

Then .
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September, 1911, when he went out of
office, to no less than £802,066. This was.
actual hard cash held by the Western.
Australian Bank, being the money upon
which .we were paying deposilors 3 per
cent. interest. At the 30th June, 1909,
the ‘credit balance was in exeess of the
amount of the Savings Bank reserve, that
is, the reserve approved by the leader of
the Opposition as necessary to meet ex-
cess of withdrawals over deposits. He
had to decide what the amount would be,
and he decided that 2s. in the pound was
yuite sullicient. Yet on the 30th June,
1909, the eredit balance was in excess of
this amount by £45,000 in ronnd figures.
On the 30th June, 1910, it was in excess
by £249000, and in Juone, 1911, by
£354,000, and on the 30th September,
1911, hy no less than £400,000. 1 wish
to point out that these moneys were in-
vested at the average rate of 13 per cent,,
while the Government were paying 3 per
cent. on such money to the depositors. In
olher words, the Government paid
£49,943 to depositors and received from
the bank where the Savings Bank funds
were deposited the amount of £24,439,
or sustained a loss of £24504. Had these
moneys been invested in a proper manner
and at {he same rate of interest as the
funds in connection with the Agricultural
Lands Purehase estates something like
over £60,000 would have been received,
or a profit of £12,000 to the State instcad
of a loss of £24,000.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Did we ever show
a loss on the operations of the Savings
Bank?

The PREMIER.: Does that affect the
position in the slightest? The hon.
member is merely admitting that while he
was Treasurer we were charging agricul-
turists through the Agricultural Bank
sufficient to show a profit on the opera-
tions of the Savings Bank in order lo
meet a loss which we were making and on
which the Western Australian Bank paid
its shareholders 20 per cent. Faney
allowing the directors of the Western
Australian Bank to declare a dividend of
20 per cent. at the expense of the State,
while at the same time the State was
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made to show a profit by compelling the
farmer to pay more than a fair rate for
kis money !

Mr. Monger: What did the Western
Austrglian Bank pay 20 per cent. on?%

The PREMIER: On paper I think.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Have you reduced
the rates to the farmers?

The PREMIER: We are dealing with
that; we are dealing with the whole thing.
Let me also explain that we have lost
something like £45,000 in six years by
reason of this money not heing properly
invested, by its not being attended to by
the Treasurer, notwithstanding the faet
ihat the matter was submitted to him, and
that he decided that 2s. in the pound
would he suffieient to meet cases of with-
drawals over deposits, Thig is the sort
of finance which enables the bank holding
the Savings Bank investments to make in
the six years mentioned, approximately
£186,000 of profit as against a loss to
the State of £45,000.

Mr. Thomas: That money should have
been in the coffers of the State.

The PREMIER: Not the whole of it,
hut about one-half of it. The position
iz this: They were paying us an average
of 115 per cent, and they were loaning
that money ocut at an average of 6% per
cent. As a malter of fact that is below
the amount, for they were lending the
money to people at something like 8 per
cent.

Mr. S. Stubbs: That has been only
quite recently, at all events.

The PREMIER : Well, say, 7 per cent.
Mr. 8. Stubbs: No, it is not an average
of 5% per cent.

The PREMIER: Well, T eclaim that
“they have been making at least 5% per
cent. on that money for the last six years,
and that they have made o profit of
£186,000 out of our money, while we have
lost £45,000; and yet we are told that
we have no idea of sound finance, that
it all exists in the mind of our friend
opposite. We are changing that condi-
tion of affairs. We are going to arrange
with the National Bank of Austral-
asip——
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Hon. Frank Wilson: You are always
changing something,

The PREMIER: Yes, and making very
effective changes, changes the benefit of
which will be felt, not in six years, but
almost at once. We are getting over
this diffieulty, and are arranging with
the Commonwealth Bank to provide the
facilities required. The balance will be
invested for the benefit of the depositors.
We anticipate that it will not be long
hefore £100,000 will be in the Common-
wealth Bank for investment purposes on
behalf of the depositors. While taking
the credit which I am euntitled to do for
having brought about an agreem:nt with
the Commonwealth  Bank, to undertake
all our banking in future, under advan-
tageous conditions

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are mudd-
ling it all up.

The PREMIER: We are arranging
with the Commeonwealth Bank, as I have
said, to undertake the Stale’s hanking,
and are doing it on very much betfter
terms thao the associated banks were
previously doing it for ws, T have pub-
lished the agreement long since, and I
do not require to go over the ground
again, Moreover, even if the terms were
not better than the associated banks were
giving us, and no profils were arising
out of the transaetions, the public are
going to get the benefii of the arrange-
ments which have been made with the
Commonwealth Bank and not share-
holders. This was not the case under the
conditions which previously prevailed.
So mnch for the financial operations of
our friends opposite, which the leader
of the Opposition says were of so mueh
value to the eommunity. I was rather
interested in his speech, largely from the
point of view that, whilst he oecupied
so much of the time of the House, he
bardly touched upon those particnlar
questions which are of vital importance
to the community as a whole, outside
of the question of finances. And I say
that figures c¢an prove anything, and
judging by his knowledge of how to
handle finances, one would expeet him
to give most attention to that partieular




[7 Juuy, 1914.]

subject. But he has neglected his oppor-
tunity of showing what he would have
done to meet sowme of the condilions
which have arisen during the last three
years, and more particularly be has
neglected to show in what way he eould
have brought about betier results than
we have (o increase the wage-earning
capacity ol the people of the State, and
al the same time reduce the cost of liv-
ing. But he avoided all that and in that
direction be was rather astute, but I am
not going to allow him to avoid the issue
aitogether. I am going to call npon the
leader of the Opposition and his sup-
porters to make a pronouncement upon
some of the matters which have been sub-
mitted to the Honse by way of the Gov-
arnor’s Speeeh. I want to know what
their attitude is upon those questions, in
order that the people may be able to
judge wheiher they are likely to get bet-
ter adminisiration at the bands of our
friends opposite than they are likely to
get at the hands of those who are sitting
upon the Government benches. He made
no reference, as is usual with the Lib-
erals, with regard to the appointment of
Mr, Justice Northmore, as puisne judge
of the Supreme Court.

Mr. 8, Stubbs: It was a good appoint-
ment,

The PREMIER: They did not say, as
they so often do, in this particular case
that it was an instanee of “spoils to the
vietors.” They are, however, prepared
to condemn the apppintment of the man-
ager of a State hotel and eall it an in-
stance of “spoils to the viectors” But
when it comes to the appointment of
a Supreme Conrt judge, which means
so much to the community, they are
not prepared to give eredit where
credit is due. 1 am perfectly satisfied
that we have in Mr. Justice Northmore
made a wise selection. The hon. mem-
ber, forther, made no reference to the
scheme for the provision of workers’
homes. T think it is due to him here al-
so to make a pronouncement upon this
question. He did say that he would like
to know what class of applicant has been
suceessful in obtaining these homes. I
thought I might, for his information and
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the information of the public bring
along just one week'’s fGgures, giving a
return showing the oceupations of those
who have been sunccessful and also the
towns from which they come, and the
amount which they received. This re-
turn is for the week ending the 28th
March, 1914, There was one traveller
of Narrogin who received £550; a sheet
metal worker, Buekland Hill, £470; »
confectioner, Leederville, £530; an em-
ployce at ILM. Customs, Fremantle,
£375; o railway employee, Fremantle,
£550; a painter, Victoria Park, £450 ;
a lifter, West Guildford, £440; a ship-
ping elerk, 8. Bunbury, £500; a printer,
Vietoria Park, £550; a bootmaker, East
Fremantle, £370; a carpenter, Osborn
£480; an engine-driver, Narrogin, £400;
a mechanie, Maylands, £510; a hardware
assistant, Maylands, £500; shipping as-
sistant, Cottesloe Beach, £400; a tram-
way employee, Victoria Park, £330; a
labourer, Maylands, £340; a minister of
religion, West Leederville, £550; a rail-
way employee, Midland Junection, £530;
a railway clerk, Katanning, £370; and
a motor meechanie, West Leederville,
£320. There were thus 21 applicants
approved of, aceounting for a total ex-
penditure of £3,510. There is evidence of
the fact that, speaking generally, prae-
tically the whole of the communily are
receiving benefits under this workers’
home scheme. We have no right to ques-
tion the occupation of any of the appli-
cants. The only restrictions are in re-
gard to income.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How many of
them are members of Parliament %

The PREMIER: As a matter of faet,
the only necessary qualification for ap-
plicants for workers’ home is that their
ineome shall not exeeed £400 a year. In
these eircumstances I am not entitled tc
question the occupation of any of them.
We have approved applications from em-
ployers of labour as well as from men
earning wages, and men earning salaries
in the publie service. I contend this is the
only attitude that we eonld adopt in this
partienlar scheme. It is not the oecu-
pation that we have to consider but the
individual himself. We are building sub-
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stantial homes and the whole community
arc f{eeling the benefit of these advant-
ages. The hon. member further made no
reference to the mining industry, as it
exists al the present time. Naturally, he
made some reference to the value of the
gold yield during his ferm of office. It
is strange, however, that he should have
meniioned ihat the gold yield had de-
clined under his baneful administration.
It only required, however, 12 months of a
Labomr Administration to pull matters
togather in another direction. We
showed an inerease last year in the geld
vield over the vear preceding, and we
should have had every reason to hope
that there would be a further increase
this year, but for the circumstances T have
mentioned. We hope in the near future to
again revive the Phillips River Gold-
fields, which were positively killed by
our friends opposite. They put up smel-
ters at a huge cost and then immediately
handed them over io a ecompany. They
alse built a railway which bas shown a
loss every year and is likely to continue
to cost the country money. But the
Government has taken the matter up for
the purpose of reviving that field, if pos-
sible, by a judieious expendifure of pub-
lic funds. The leader of the Opposition
made no reference to the Iealth Admin-
istration of the State during the past three
years and that too, is a matter which re-
quives some pronouncement by our
friends opposite. We have built up, by
very careful attention on the part of our
Honorary Minister, Mr. Angwin, whose
administration has been most creditable
to Western Australia, a health adminis-
tration which is the best in the Commeon-
wealth at the present time. I admit that
it required a great deal of attention in
the first stages and also a great deal of
what might be termed backbone on the
part of the Honorary Minister, whose
departnient it was, because we had on
many occasions, as we are doing af the
present time, to compel local authorities
to give more attention to the sanitation
of the areas under their c¢ontrol and in
other directions. . The hon. member made
no reference to that for it did not suit
his hook to do so. T drew attention to
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the fact that last year our death rate
was the lowest on record in Western Aus-
tralia and the lowest in the Common-
wealth, and in any country of the world
where similar records are kept.

Ar. Broun : Well done, Mr. Angwin.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Tt was the good eli-
mate.

The PREMIER : 1s the climate dif-
ferent now from what it was then § The
only conclusion one can draw is ihat if
the climate is the same now, and it is
only a matter of the climate, we must
take credit for the Jifference which ex-
ists between the previous rate and the
rate which exists now. Let me also point
out that the infantile mortality rate was
last year the lowest on record in Auslra-
lia. Do these things happen just by
chance ¢ Doaes the death rate rise or
fall by chanee, and does this infantile
mortality rise and fall alse by chance ¥
Is it not due to the proper aitention to
the =anitation and lealth of (he ecom-
munity that these results are brought
uhout ? Tt is pointed out in the ‘Gov-
ernor’s Speeeh that il is due to the im-
provements in the water snpply, the im-
proved milk supply to the children’s hos-
pital and other institutions of the kind,
whieh has been so roundly condemned by
onr friends opposite. But only for a
little while. T hear nothing about it now.
Probably they are now prepared to sup-
port and continue such aection which
produced a good supply of pnre milk for
Government institutions and the child-
ren’s hospital. A prenouncement upon
that question might be of some value
to the community, as to whether they
propose to hand things over to the ten-
der mercies of the dairymen and to run
fhe risks of the adulteration of milk and
the consequent sickness for those who
use it, or to eontipue the operations of
the State trading concerns, whieh they
g0 roundly condemned. The public want
to know what their attitude is upon the
qnestion.

The Minister for Mines: The public
will show what they think at the elections.
They will turn them down altogether.

The PREVIER: Then there is the ex-
tension of the sewerage system of the
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metropolitan area, We pushed on with
the extension of that and with anything
else that was likely te improve the health
of the community, and also provided
for the further assistance and main-
tenance of children who were under
maternal care. All these things would
affect in no small manner the rates
which I have mentioned. We cer-
tainly have not performed all that is
necessary, or all that remains to be done
for the welfare of the eommunity, but we
recognise that we require in Western Aus-
tralia an institution where we can train
midwives and that question teo will re-
-geive attention at an early date. As a mat-
ter of fact we are just on the point of com-
meneihy operations in the eonstruetion of
that particnlar heospital. We recognise
that our mining industry, which has pro-
dueed so wuch of the wealth of the com-
munity, and paid such an abundance of
dividends to the shareholder, has also
made some inroads upon the health of the
community. We recognise the fact that it
is the duty of the State, if we are to push
on the industry at all, to give some at-
teniion lo the interests of those who have
lost their bealth ihrongh their employ-
ment in this particular industry. We,
therefore, immediately proceeded with the
erection of a sanatorium at Wooroloo.
That is being erected, I may say, prac-
tieally regardless of cost, and from the
point of view of providing proper faeili-
ties for treating people who are suffering
from miners’ complaint or consumption
in its various phases. We hope to have
it open to receive patients by September
next. How much have our friends op-
posite done in this pariienlar direction?

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: They put it in their
policy speech.

The PREMIER: We recognise that
something furiher is essential, however.
Tt will be remembered that we introduced
the amendment to the Workers' Compen-
salion Aect in 1912. The deletion of the
clanse by the Legislative Couneil from
the Workers’ Compensation Bill of 1912
in which industrial diseases were classed
as aceidents, made necessary the substitu-
tion of some other method of dealing with
miners’ complaints. The deletion was ef-
fected by the report of the Royal Com-
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mission of 1911 which was appointed by
Mr. Gregory. This report was extensively
quoted from during the debate in the
Council. FHad the recommendalions of
the Commission of 1904, which was also
appointed by Mr. Gregory, been included
in the Mines Regulation Bill of 1906 in-
stead of being igpored, there would have
been littie need for the Government to
find the sums of money necessary to ef-
fectually deal with the trouble. Unfor-
tunately the disease is increasing as the
mines get deeper, and the Government
have agreed to give £10,000 to form the
nueleus of a fund, provided the mine own-
ers give an equal amounf, amd to subsi-
dise any further amount raised by em-
ployer and employee up to £7,500 an-
nually, In other words, the Government
offer a condilional grant of £10,000, and
if the employers and ecmployees raise
£7.500 each per year the Government will
subsidise by an equal amount., A eom-
mittee, representative of employers, and
employees, have been sitling some time
drafting a scheme for submission to the
individual mine owners and the men, and
when such scheme is adopted by them and
approved by the Government, a Board
will be constituted to administer the fund.
That is evidence of the fact (hat the
health of the ecommunity has not been ne-
glected by the present administration, and
while we are able to claim that we have
inereased materially the advaniage of the
people hy increasing wages and the sala-
ries paid to men in the Government ser-
vice, and set an example through the Ar-
bitration Court for private employers to
follow, we, have side by side with all that,
decreased the cost of living. We have
also brought about other conditions which
it is essential should exist in a community
a reduction in the death rate, and especi-
ally in infantile mortality. These are
matters upon which our friends opposite
must make sorue pronouncement becanse
they affect the welfare of the community.
But we are eondemned because the ex-
penditure has been increased. We have
inereased the wages of railway men, the
salaries of teachers in schools; and the
salaries of public servants; and if we had
our tine over again we would do the same
thing once more, It is essential that men
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should receive a living wage, and I ean
emphasise the fael (hat we have not in-
creased the cosl of living. We have done
still more; we have abolished fees in
sehools and lo-day a ehild can go from
the kindergarten to the nniversity without
paying any fees. We wanted a free edun-
cational system, and it required the Lab-
our Government lo provide it. There
must be beneficial results from an econo-
wie point of view by having children pro-
perly educated; this, however, cannot be
brought abont if there is to be any bar
such as fees in technical schools and the
university. There are other mafters which
our friends opposile will require to make
a pronouncement upon, but they will
avoid the issues and cloud them as far as
possible by inirodueing the subject of the
finances. The leader of the Opposition
has admiited the faet that to control the
finanees is 1o control the affairs of
State satisfactorily or otherwise, but what
1 say is that T am not ashamed of the con-
dition of the finances; I would rather be
ashamed of aitempting to starve those em-
ployed by the Government by paying
them other than a fair living wage; 1
would be ashamed to refuse o go to the
assistance of those engaged in the pri-
mary industries and in the gold mining
industry, and then eome down here and
express pride at the faet that I had in
that way produced a surplus. I prefer
to show inecreased expenditure as the re-
sult of providing hospital facilities, par-
ticularly out back, than to come down
here and ery aloud that I had a £13,000
surplus. T prefer to render services
which mean so much to the material ad-
vantage of the people, notwilhstanding
the fact that the finances are not what
they might have been if we had been
given the opportnuity to pass the legis-
lation which we submitted; but even with
the conditions as they are, I infinitely
prefer them rather than have it said that
T neglected the interests of the community,
that I neglected 1o provide hospital facili-
ties and to engage in works which meant
so much to the community as a whole. I
stand charged by the leader of the Op-
position with not being able to square the

finances, but the Government are in the
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proud posiiion of being able to claim that
we have done so mueh to assist to develop
our indusiries, a development which has
been of material advantaze to the Siate,
and which would not have heen the case
if T had accepted the advice tendered by
our friends opposite in years past.

Hon. J. MITCHELL moved—

That the debale be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with

the following result:—

Ayes a9
Noes 24
Majority agairst 15
AYea.
Mr. Broun Mr. A. N. Plesse
Mr. Ellioit Mr. 5. Stubbs
Mr. Harper Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Mitchell Mr. Layman
Mr. Monger . (Teller).
NoOks.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsie
Mr. DBolton Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Chesson Mr. Price

Mr. Colller Mr. Scaddan

1

I
Mr. Dwyer { Mr. B. J. Stubbs
‘Mr, Foley . Mr, Swan
Mr. Qin Mr. Thomas
Mt. Hudson Mr. Turvey
Mr. Lander Mr. Walker
Mr. Lewis 'UOMr. AL A, Willson
Mr. McDowall Mr. Underwood
Mr. McLeod . (Tellers.
Mr. Mullany

Molion thus negatived.

Mr. MONGER (York): 1 thought
that when the Opposition applied to the
Premier for permission to adjourn the
debate that in his usual courteous style
he would have agreed to the request. We
have again this charming experience of
the way in which they make use of their
big majority. After the speech made by
the Premier lo-nighi, laudalory of the
many trading concerns with which his
Government are connected, and consider-
ing the charges which ke levelled against
this side of the House, it would have been
fitting that he should have given the ex-
Minister for Lands a fair and reason-
able opportunity to make his reply.

The Premier: Absolutely unheard of.

Mr. MONGER: T suppose after having
listened to these lawdatory statements of
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the Premier it would be somewhal sur-
prising if I did not tender wmy congratu-
lations te the leader of the (Government
upon the magnificent case which he has
placed before the eountry. He has told
us that everything in the garden is lovely,
but I am certain that the people of West-
ern Australia, when they read the report
of the speech in fo-morrow morning’s
paper, will not for one moment be satis-
fied with the case he has made out. Ae-
cording fo the Premier, all the trading
concerns are a hig success. We are told
that they are profitable, either directly
or indirectly. Bul I can assure hon.
members that the general opinion is that
it ts mosily iudirectly, and that they are
making very little progress. We know
how advantageous the steamers have
been; we know what a big suecess has
attended the saw mills; we know also
how suecessful the brick yards have been,
and from the stalements made by one of
the members on the Ministerial side of
the House we gather that one of the
principal reasons for the starting of the
brick works—I refer to the silver-tongued
orator from Bunbury—was not to reduce
the price of brieks hut to aet as a cheek
upon the gentleman who represents the
electorate of Murray-Wellington, We
are told by the member for Bunbury
that we shall see at the next elections
what these brick yards are going fo turn
out, that they are going to prove a big
obstacle against the return of the member
for Murray-Wellington. If that is Lhe
intention of the present Government in
starting their briek works, the employ-
ment of men so that their votes may be
used at election time in order to turn
out their opponents, the sooner that faet
its made known to the people the better
it will be. Ts that the object then of
these various State enterprises which we
hear so mueh about? I want to know
whether the Premier endorses that state:
ment made by his colleague the member
for Bunbury. It is refreshing to see the
manner in which the Premier takes to
himself and his party the eredit that the
State is able to go along so well, It 1s
certainly eratifving to find, according to
His Excellency’s Speech, that the develop-
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menl of the agricultural areas has been
very considerably increased by the
amount of improvements effected on se-
lected lands. It is inferesting to know
that agricultural development is pro-
ceeding so rapidly, and T am certain that
the farmers of this State must feel very
proud of the statements made this even-
ing by the Premier. According to his
statements, if ever there was a spoonfed
community in any part of Australiz or
of the world, it is the men on the land
in Western Australia. According to the
Premier, nothing whieh eould have been
done to assist the development of our
rural lands has heen left undone by the
Government. How have the Government
done this? 1 suppose { must continue
in my congratulatory terms and compli-
ment the Minister for Lands upon the
issue of his ediet so early after his ad-
vent to office; that new regulation which
did more towards damuing the progress
of settlemment in Western Australia than
eould have been done by any other method
which the Government could have em-

- ployed.

The Premier: You do not know, T
suppose, that he never issmed that regu-
lation.

Mr. MONGER: I know how far the
Minister had power to go and 1 know
the effect of his proposal. Prior o the
last elections, one of the great planks
of the Labour party’s platform was the
nou-alienation of Crown lands, and no
doubl this regulation was issned in order
to as far as possible retard land settle-
ment under the favourable -conditions
which had met with such great popularity
under the regime of the previous Minis-
ter. I wish to pay a tribute of respect to
that gentleman, for, in the history of
Anustralin, never was greater progress

_made in agricnltural settlement than dar-

ing the period in which he oceupied the
position of Minister for Lands. During
his term of office there were thousands
of buvers for our farms; to-day, under
a Lahour regime there are thousands of
sellers and no buyers. Is that the result
of gnod land administration? TIf so, I
want to go back to the old regime and
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find a live man at the head of this big
department, not a man who will take the
fonk the moment he enters Ministerial
office as the present Minister for Lands
did, in fact, hefore he had time to make
his office warm. I suppose the success
which has attended the gold mining in-
dustry muost be attriboted to the magnif-
eent brain of the Minister for Mines. It
must be owing to his magnificent efforts
that during the past year there has been
a slight increase in the gold output. No
donbt the remicr made as much capital
out of that as was possible. I do nof
know whether the Premier endorses all
the statements made by his Ministers
when they are on tour. When speaking
on Thursday night the leader of the Op-
position eongratulated the Minister for
Mines upon having on most occasions
preserved a wonderful silence. If he is
in the habit of speaking as he did recently
at Collie, it wonld be wise for the Premier
Lo muzzle the Minister for Mines and not
allow him to go out on his own. The
Premier should not trust to him. When
T heard the new member for Kalgoorlie,
2 very promising young gentleman, say
that in the opinion of the people of the
goldfields, the present Minister was the
finest man whe had ever occupied the
position, J thought, “God help those who
went before bim.” T have a entting from
a newspaper which T shall quote. As T
was nol prepared to speak on the
Address in-reply to-night, I bave come
with very little data.

The Premier: You have no data; that
is the trouble.

Mr. MONGER :
Mines is reported to have secornfully de-
clared—

To claim to represent all sections of
the community was so much elap-irap.
For himself, except in matters of ad-
minisiration, he only claimed to Tepre-
sent those people who agreed with the
Labour party.

This is a magnificent statement fo go ount
to the people of Australia. Tt is a grand
thing to encourage capital to come into
Western Anstralia, when the Minister for
Mines in effect says, “I have no time for

The Minister for
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you; I represent only the party who
Mlaced me in power. Unless you do some-
thing for our party, I do not want you
or your eapital.” We bad a little sample
of 1his recenily at Yonanni, and it shows
wlhat would have resulted if the WMines
Regnlation Bill, whiech the Minister in-
troduced Iast session, had been passed as
drafted. The Minister must have had one
object in view in infroducing the mea-
sure, and that was to burst up the mining
industry.

The Premier: Counld you represent the
mine and the mine owner on that point?

Mr, Chesson: If the Bill had been ear-
ried there would have been no trouble at
Youanmi.

Mr. MONGER: One of the principal
clauses in that Bill which would have
done a great deal of injury to the mining
industry, provided for the abolition of
the contract system.

Mr. O'Loghlen: How do vou make that
out?

Mr. MONGER: By lhe expression of
opinion from those mostly interested and
con¢erned,

Mr. Foley: The Chamber of Mines.

AMr. MONGER : During ihe whole
period in which the present party have
been in power, they have done what the
Minister for Mines openly stated was his
intention to do. This has been the motto
of the Labour party. )

Mr. Foley: You would not get the
Chamher of Mines or any mining man in
the State to agree with yon.

Mr. MONGER: Allow me to refer to
the report of a banquet at Kalgoorlie
only a few days ago, atwhich Mr.
Richard Hamilton spoke. He referred to
the Younanmi ineident and expressed very
great regret that Mr. Klug sbhould have
been in Western Australia when souch an
oceurrence took place.

Mr, Foley: What has that to do with
the Minister for Mines?

Mr. MONGER: It has mueh to do
with the Bill which the Minister for
Mines tried to get the House to pass and
which the hon. member and his friends
willingly endorsed, hat thanks to the good
srise of amother place it did not beecinss
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law, There are gentlemen on the Gov-
ernmen! side who have worked in mines,
and more power to them that they are
to-day oeccupants of seats in this House,
but let me ask them if they wounld not
sooner work under contract than under
day labour,

Mr. Foley: No.

Hon, Frank Wilson: They do not like
to work atb all,

Mr. MONGER: Were they satisfied to
accept the daily wage in preference to
the money they could earn by contraet?
Cerlainly not.

Mr. Foley: Here is one who was.

Hon., Frank Wilson: He prefers the
wages he draws here.

Mr. MFONGER: Then the hon. member
for Leonora is n lazier man than I took
himt to he. As far as I ¢an gather from
men c¢losely identified with the industry,
not only in this State, but in other parts
of the world, it is only the man who
wants fo give as liltle labour as he ecan
wlig prefers day work to contract. What
did Mr, Hamilton say—

If thiz were carried into effect, the
good men would leave,

[ am told on ihe most reliable authority
that the best miners ure leaving West-
ern Australia and are going to other
places. They are going to South Afrien
or to Vietoria where the conlract system
prevails. So loug as a man can earn
double Lhe wages by contract, he will
not be salisfied to remain in a country
ridden and driven by the Trades Hall
and the agitators dependent upon them.
It it is the wish of the Government to
further retard mining operations, they
should re-introduce the Mines Regulalion
Bill which was brousht in last session,
and give effect to it, and the result will
be that a great majority of the mines
now working will bhe closed, the good
miners will leave Western Australia and
the ordinary or the inferior men alone
will remain to do oheisance to the gen-
tlemen on the Ministerial side of the
House.

Mr. Foley: Is there one man working
on contract in Western Anstralia?
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Mr. MONGER: Every big mine adopts
the system more or less.

Mr. Foley: They do not.
system; it is not contract,

Mr. MONGER: 1n the Speech refer-
enee is made among proposed works to
the intention of the Government to re-
infroduce the Bill for the construction of
a railway from Wsperance northwards,
We have bad that before us a consider-
able time, and in auwoiber place it has
not been agreed to so far. I, as one who
has always opposed ihe building of that
line of ralway——

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Minister for
Works will start it, you know, whether
he gets the Bill or not.

Mr. MONGER: I have always opposed
that lice. 1 have opposed it on the
ground that experienced men who have
zone 1o the Esperance distriet do not re-
port favourably upon its prospects from
an agricultural standpoint. [ say now
that I am not satisfied with the expression
of opinion of such esperts as the Min-
ister for Works and the Colonial See-
retary and my friend the Attorney Gen-
eral-—all very good men in their way,
but I do not look wipson them as being
capable of expressing an opinion on what
should be built in the shape of a railway
mn the inlerests of agrienlture. Whilst
T respect their opiniors on other points,
[ say that there are belier men in West-
ern Australia who have been sent down
to inspect the Esperance district and
have let us know what their opinions are.
If we are to base our ealculations upon
the statistical reiurns as furnished since
attempts were made (o produce cereals
in the Esperanee distriet, no sane Gov-
ernment would for wne moment think
of huilding that railway.

Member: No honest Governmenl,

Mr. MONGER: No bonest Government
would aitempt to build it; buat if the
present Government, with their hig ma-
jority, are going to foist through this
House a Bill for the sake of satisfying
ihe claims of a genticman who las ren-
dered yeoman service Lo the party—I re-
fer to Mr. Kirwan of the Kalgoorlie
Miner—and we are to build that railway
on the exjert evideuce of those gentle-

[t 13 a task
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men whose names I have menlioned, I say
it will be a standing disgrace to West-
ern Australia if the Yovernmeni do not
first sent down the best talent that this
State can find to report upon the eapa-
bilities of the Esperance country from a
wheat growing standpoint,

Mr. Hudson: And the same for every
railway,

Mr, MONGER: As far as the Esper-
ance railway is concerned, I have only
to refer to the last statistiecal return,
where the wheat yield is shown as 4.2
bushels to the aere, from something like
1,500 or 1,600 acres; and the return of
hay is considerably less than half a ton
to the acre. I say, without any fear of
eontradiction, that no same Government
would build an agrienltural railway with
such bad prospects ahead; and I will
only ask the present Government to be
fair and send the besi experts Western
Australia possesses to report upon the
eapabilities of that land before putting
the State to so heavy an expense. There
35 another railway that I notice the Gov-
ernment proposes to baild, and that is the
extension of the Yilliminning-Kondinin
line. As to that, I will only say that had
the Wickepin-Merredin railway been car-
ried out as was originally intended, there
would not have been any necessify for
the building of about 200 miles of railway
which have been, or wiil have to be, buils
in order to satisfy the peculiarities of the
Minister for Works.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: 'That is an absurd
statement.

Mr. Lander: That is bunkum.

Mr. MONGER: I want to congratulate
the Minister upon having siraightened
ont a railroad. In straightening it out
he has now constructed, next to the
Northampton line, the most crocked rail-
way in Australia. That is how the Min-
isler for Works straightens oubt his rail-
ways. I will venture to say that any
persen going over the Wickepin-Merredin
ling to-day will see that the Mimster,
in ecarrying out his pre-clection pledges,
availed himself of every point, of every
possible point, in order to take the rail-
way contignous to propositions owned

hy friends of the party.
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Mr. Lander: That is bunkum, and you
know it is bunkum,

Mr. MONGER: I do not know anything
of (he sort.

Member: Name the friends,

My, Lander: Yes, name the friends.

Mr, MONGER: The goldfields peopls
headed by Dr. Ellis, who took up big
tracts of country, very materially eontri-
buted to that railway,

The Minister for Mines: Dr. Ellis is just
as big an opponent of ours as Hedges.
Dr. Xllis opposed Mr. MeDowall at the
last elections. Is {hat spoils 1o the vie-
tors?

Mr. MONGER: I have already said that
in attempting to straighten ool a railway
the Minister has built the most erooked
line of railway, next to the Northampton
line, in Australia.

The Minister for Mines: To hring it
near the land ocenpied by his friends, you
stated.

Mr. MONGER: I will ventnre to pro-
phesy that when the department begin to
earry irain loads of produets along that
railway it will be found that, owing to the
steep grades and the many sharp curves,
only very small loads can be earried in-
stead of ordinary loads.

Mr, Taylor: Was that line built on ex-
pert advice?

Mr. MONGER: No; it was built on the
whims of the Minister for Works. Tt was
built on the pre-election pledges of the
Premier, and given full effect to and ear-
ried out in the worst interests of the peo-
ple in that locality by the Minister for
Works,

Mr, Lander: It was carried out on the
suggestion of the late Minister for Works,
the late one—Daglish.

Mr. MONGER: There is une matter
that the Premier said the Honorary Mini-
ster, Mr. Angwin, was deserving of con-
siderable kudos for; and that is that dur-
ing last year the mortality of Western
Australia was lower than it had ever been.
Thal is a very good result, and it is very
eratifying Lo know that my friend Mr.
Angwin was the Minister in whose care
ihe hospilals of this Sfate are. T am go-
ing to say T honestly think that the Hon-
orary Minister has done all that could be
expected of him in rendering, as far as
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possible, Government assistance to hospi-
tals, and that he has done his best in the
interests of the health of the people of
Western Australia. I see very little ocea-
sion, in respeet of other matters, to tender
congralulations to my friends on the
Treasury bench for what they have done.
T remember when the last Arbitration Act
was introduced, and after it was carried
the Attorney General stated that we then
had in existence here the finest Arbitra-
tion Aect in the world. It is very diffeult
o understand, in those circumstances,
how there have been so many industrial
disunions during the past 215 years, since
the Labour Government came into power,
and daring the yast year or so, since that
Act ecame into operalion. There must be
something wrong somewhere. Either the
gentlemen in charge of the Treasury
bench or those in charge of the Trades
Hall, do not mmake a very happy family.
Otherwise, low is it that so mueh indus-
trial strife continues to exist?

The Attorney General: 1t is provoked
by the FEmployers’ Association.

Mr. MONGYER: We had the Attorney
General figuring in the Supreme Court a
litile time ago in order to plead his own
pet measure—the measure that he had
landed so bighly and which we in this
Chamber were pleused fo pass and help
to make law,

Mr. Taylor: What for?

Mr. MONGER: That Aect, according to
the line of argument adopted by the At-
torney General, was very different from
what he thought it was when it was car-
ried in this Chamber, or else he was not
quife in his element in placing before the
Judges of the Supreme Court the views
which he had previously placed before
this Chamber., Whether the Attorney
General was wrong or the Judges were
wrong, I leave the people of Western Aus-
tralia to say for themselves, But I hope
that we have heard the last of these dif-
ferences between the men and the employ-
ers, and T irust that that little episode
at Millars’

Mr. Faley: What about the
Whittakers’ and Bunnings’?

Mr, MONGER: I hope that little epi-

sode will be the last of its kind for a very
long lime to come. While on the question

one at
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of sitrikes, onme must vefer to the little
business thal has recently (aken place on
the trans-Australian railway. Is that a
matter for congratulation? The Premier
did not tell ng anything about that; he
did not tell uns that there was any un-
pleasaniness existing amongst men work-
ing on the trans-Aunstralian railway.

Mr. Taylor: T thought Joe Cook was
Premier of Australia,

Mr. MONGER: Who is to blamet? I
want to know whether the law is defective,
or what is wrong. 1 say, wilhool any
hesitation. that there is something very
mueh ouat of gear in connection with the
atlitnde adopted, according to the ve-
otis in the I'ress, by the men working on
the trans-Anstralian railway. 1 cannot
congratulate any of the goldfields mem-
hers or any of the goldfields Ministry
upen Lheir attempls to arrive at an amie-
able settlement. Ilere we had the men
who placed my friends on the Treasury
bench, out on strike for over two months.
We did not see, according to the Press,
that any of the Ministers went up to visit
these men, If the Ministers did so, their
adviee must have been very bad; or else
the men did not accept it. But what do
we hear! We hear that thal great class,
the working man on the goldfields, the
man who is championed by every gentle-
man on the other side of the House, pre-
fers to remain out on strike for nearly

three months and accept all sorts
of allowances from brother work-
men. But what else do we hear?

T have ofien heard the dago and the ski
derided by hon, members opposite, and
T heard for an absolute faet that amongst
the higgest contributers to the Trans-con-
tinental railway strike fund were those
dagos of Kalgoorlie. I want to eongra-
tulate the working men of Kalgoorhe
on having snch friemus as the dagos in
the hours of trouble, and when they counld
not get sufficient from my friends oppos-
ite and those who supported them, the
dago went to Lheir assistance.

The Minister for Mines: From whal
source did you get that information?

Mr. MONGER: Will the Minister tell
me it is not trne? I am giving it to him
and I am stating that it is true.
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The Minisier for Mines: I will tell you
it is not. -

Mr, MONGER: That is just what i
eapected to hear. Al one ean hear from
that side of the House is a denial when
something they do ntul like is referred
to. [ say it is true; and in a short time
[ =hall inform the Minister for Mines of
my authority.

The Minister for Mines: T will be glad
to have the information.

Mr. MONGER : I have made the state-
ment, and 1 will leave it to the Minister
for Mines {o ask whoever was in charge
of the relief fund dnring the progress of
that sirike to aseertain whether or ncl
the dagos were the higgest contributers
to the fund,

Mr. Teley: Why should they not assist;
they get as much if not more than ninety
per cent. of the aceident pay?

Mr. Taylor: YWhat does the hon, mem-
ber mean by dago?

Mr. Foley: A beautiful suunset.

Mr, MONGER.: I understand that the
unions did not have the slightest hesita-
tion in accepting money from the dagos.

Mr. Foley: Call them foreigners.

The Minister for Miines: There is no-
thing exelugive or restrictive about our
principles; they are very broad.

Mr. MONGER: T want to know, when
my friends appeal for preference to
unionists, whelher they will also ery out
that preference should be given fo
Brother dago Alphonso rather than to a
Britisher? 1 would like that question
answered by some of the gentleman oceun-
pying seals on the Ministerial side of the
House; and I hope when the Federal
eleetions are being fought, and when my
friends on ithe Government side are sup-
porting their senatorial candidates on
the goldfields, they will tell the public of
‘Western Australia that their preference
extends to skis and dagos as well as to
unionists, rather than to Britishers who
do nof helong to iheir wnion. T would
like to have this matter given some prom-
inence, especially on the goldfields, where
there iz a preponderance of labour sup-
port. T have also to congratulate the
Government upon the success which has
aitended their efforts in connection with

[ASSEMBLY.]

the sawmills, ! have also to congratulate
my friend the Attorney General, in econ-
jonelion with the Minister for Works,
Eor that magnificent agreement which has
been so heneficial to YWestern Australia
—TI refer to the powellising agreement.
T suppose, as everything is going on so
nicely in connection wilh the State enter-
prises, that this powellising agreement
must also be turning ouf satisfactorily,
and T expeet the Premier will say, as he
has doue in regard to other enterprises,
that even if we have lost a trifle there is
a big indireet profit. T do not know that
it ean be shown that there is going to be
any indireet henefit in regard to (his
agreemeni, excepling to the patentees of
the process. If the Premier or any of
his Ministers can show that anyone else
is woing to get anything out of it, the
State will be glad to know it. Tt js
also satisfactory to know that at last the
sleeper contract has heen satisfactorily
seftled, and the only thing that remains
is to see how far the Government will be
able to earry out the obligations they
have entered into. If any reliance is to
be placed on the statement of the man-
ager of the sawmills, the Government will
find that they will have just aboui as
muchk as thev can do to earry out this
contract. Tt is only a few wmonths sinee
we had our Federal representatives, and
many members of the State Parlinment,
going round the country carrying reso-
lutions at every timber mill, and going
through the agrieultural centres econ-
demning the action of the Federal Gov-
ernment in cancelling the sleeper con-
fvact. We know how our Federal Sena-
lors ranted over the injustice done to
Western Australia, but one thing that
amused me very much was to find that

whenever these gentlemen went round
porposely to show what a dastardly
Federal (tovernment was in power,

afier speaking for half an hour or
so. they pulled out share lists in
connection with the proposed labour
daily newspaper, and asked the audience
to take shares in the econeern. From
what T could see, the Senators and many
of our members of Parliament went
raund to condemn the Cook Government
for cancelling the sleeper contract and at
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the same time they were acfing as agents
lo dispose of shares in the labour daily.

Mr. Munsie: It s a pretty good pro-
posilion {oo,

Hon. Frank Wilson: 1 would not take
it as a pift.

My, MONGER: I hope that on the
next occasion when my friends on the
opposite side have to go round the eoun-
try condemning any government or party
for not carrying oul something that they
individually desire fo see carried out,
they will not make it the mediam for
trying lo get the poor unfortunate pub-
lic to fake shares in what must undoubt-
edly be an unpromising venture. 1 hepe
they will have something better to sub-
mit. 1o the publie, instead of asking them
to take shares in a concern which has for
its object the finding of employment for
perhaps a few of their friends.

Mr. Foley: And the downfall of a few
of yours.

Mr. MONGER: Tt is quite interesiing
to know from the Governor's Speech
that it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to introduce a measure having for
its ohject constifutional reform. I pre-
sume this is an aftempt on the existence
of the Legislative Counncil. For months
past we have seen Minisiers going round
the country, the Premier, the Aitorney
General, and others, condemning the at-
titude and the oppesition of the Legis-
lative Council. We have heard all sorts
of threats, and 1 ean remember some con-
siderable fime ago, when the Premier
came back from Melbourne, we were told
we would hear what the poliecy of the
Government weuld be with regard to the
reform of the Upper House, and if I re-
member correctly the Premier made one
of his interesting speeches to a big
Perth andience, whom he addressed for
a long time. The hon gentleman,
however, was wise enongh to say a
lot without telling the audience anything,
He did not tell them what he was going
to do, and T would like to know whether
this promise -to bring forward econstito-
tional reform is only one of those threats
which we have so frequently heard, and
so seldom seen any attempt made to give
effect to. It is a great satisfaction, at all
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eventis for those of us whe sit on this side,
that there are in ancther place genile-
men who have not to take their instrue-
tions from someone oufside of Parlia-
ment. We know very well that the Min-
islry are not responsible fo Parliament,
but are responsible to someone ocutside, to
caucns, and the Trades Hall, and what-
ever legislation is promised by the out-
side authorities the gentlemen on the
Treasury bench have to attempt to give
elfect to it. I, for one, would like to
know in what way they intend to bring
forward a measure which will in their
opinion do away with the powers that
new exists in auother place. We have had
the Attorney General, from Esperance up
to Northampton, telling us what they are
going to do, but be has never told us how
they intend to do it. 1 shall be pleased
to see the way in whieh they propose to
give elleat to this ennstitulional reform.

The Premier: By constitutional roeans,
of course.

My, Harper: From the Trades Hall.

Mr. MONGER: We are also told that
we are to have the Irrigation Bill and the
Traflic Bill veintroduced. 1 can only hope
that on this occasion the Premier will not
allow his chief henchman, the Minister
for Works, to adopt the course which he
did last session when he would not take
any amendments from this side, but said,
“T have bronght this Bill down, and am
going to have it earried. T am not going
to take any amendments; I want the
whele Bill or nothing.” I venture to
promise the Premier and the Minister
for Works that if they try the same game
again  this session the WMinister’s et
measures will meet with the same disaster
once more. Before these Bills are brought
down the Premier should advise the Min-
ister for Works to be more reasonable.

The Premier: Who is the leader of
your party?

My, MONGER: We have no leader to-
night. We came here helieving that you
would agree to an adjournment as soon
as you had finished, but you wounld not.

On motion by Mr. B. J. Stubbs debate
adjourned.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier. 1, Amendments to
Public Service Regunlations between 1st
January, 1914, and 30th June, 1934. 2,
Andit report and balance sheet of the
State Steamship Service for year ended
30th June, 1913.

By the Honorary Minister (Hon. W.
C. Angwin) : Amendment of By-law 24
of Leederville Municipal Council under
“The Health Aet, 1911,

House adjourned at 9.52 p.m,

Tegislative Council,
Wednesday, Sth July, 1914.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 pan., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: Amend-
ments to the public service regulations
made and gazetted between the 1st Janu-
ary, 1914, and the 30th June, 1914

FORMAL BUSINESS.

The PRESIDENT: The Clerk will call
on the Orders of the Day.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER : Before the
Orders of the Day are called on, may I
direet attention to a notice of motion
standing in my name asking for a veturn
classifying the snceessful applieants and
the advances for homes under the Wor-
kers’ Homes Act. It is a formal meo-
tion,

[COUNCIL.]

The PRESIDENT: According to
Standing Order 15 it is not formal.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: The Colonial See-
retary is agreeable to treal it as a for-
rial matter.

The PRESIDENT : Well, [ ata nol.
Standing Order 15 states—

No husiness beyond what {5 of 2 for-
mal character shall be enfered upon
before the Address-in-reply has been
adopted. The formal! business which
may be entered upon ineludes the fix-
ing of days and hours of meeting and
the appointment of standing commit-
tees and the first reading of Bills.
Hon. D. G. GAWLER: I took it that

the word ‘‘includes’’ would not be ex-
hansted by that list.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
I'ifth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous
day.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban): T suppose it s cestomary for
new members rising for the first time
to preface their remarks by impressions
whieh were gained on taking their seats
in this House, and it 1is with
this object in wview that T desire
to fall into line with the method
adopted by previous speakers prior
to commencing their speeceh on the
Address-in-reply, and indulge in some
remarks of the nature of a preamble. I,
like most hon. members, received eertain
impressions at the commencement of the
session’s proecedings. Apart from the
pomp and cireumstances, one could not
fail to be impressed, sitting here as I was
for the first time, having just emerged
from a serious campaign and being fresh
from the field of. battle, by being at-
tacked as T was by the hon. Mr. Corn-
ell. T have since learned that, ferocious
as was the appearance of the hon. mem-
ber in making that attack, he is quile
harmless. Therefore, under the ecireum-
stances, I intend to be very brief in my
remarks as applied to the hon. member,
chiefly out of respect to the people who
sent him fo this Chamber to represent



