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Practically nothing. Over a million
polinds a year leaves this State for butter
sid eggs, etc. Why do not they assist
the men* themselves in opening lip the
sbuth-westL of the State arnd give Settlers
the land, so long as they wvill produce the
goods. We do not want that million
pounds to be going out of tile State every
year; we want rather to keep it here.
Dutring the stagnation iii Victoria it was
butter that saved the situation. This will
Show y-ou bow vital a part that commodity
played. We find here that we are im-
porting most of our butter to-day, while
we have thousands of acres of good land
which, if opened uip, would supply' us
wvith as much of this commodity as we
require. As a representative of the Coun-
try party' , I am going to say that we are
out for all that makes for good, clean
leg-islalion. We are in the position that
we are going to do away with the old
feelings of personalities and abuse. My
position in this Chamber is to consider
any proposition that comes forward with
anl open and unbiassed mind. We want
good sound legislation, and we wvant to
do away with any personalities or abuse.
Our principles are broad enough to take in
all sections of the commnunity. The H on.
Mr. Kirwan refers to revenue tariff as a
dead letter. I cannot see it. We must
remember that since the days of the old
fight to bring about freetrade, the electors
have been enligh~tened onl the matter and
they have been forced to support it,
owing to the heavy drains upon their
pockets. We find hundreds to-day, who
were protectionists, but who have been
brought round to a different way of
thinking. It has brought me round to
the frcetrnde side.

Ron. J. W. Kirwan: I am still on the
freetrade side.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I hope the lion.
member will always stick to it. I feel
sure of success, I feel sure that the Coun-
try part~y will be the national party of
Australia and that, too, at no distant
dlate. That may seem big talk. Eighteen
months ago it would have seemed big
talk if T bad said that we would be in the
jposition that we are in to-day.

On motion by Hon. J. Duffell debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.18 p.m.
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Chair at 4.30

QUESTIONS (2)-STATE TRADING
CONCERNS.

lIfon. FRANK( WILSON asked the Pre-
mier :1, Whether the provisions of the
Government Trading Concerns Act have
been suspended in connection wvith any
of the State trading concerns ? 2, If so,
which, and for what period? 3, What
wvas the reason for such suspensions?

The PREMITER replied : 1, No. But
exemption from the operation of the
Act was given tip to 1st July, 1913, to
those concerns which had only just comn-
inenced tradin. and prior to the above
date proper books are required by the
Act hind not been kept. 2, Answvered by
No. 1. .3, Answered by No. L.

Mr. MONGER asked the Premier
1, WIAill he state if the balance-sheets of
the Government trading concerns sub-
mritted at the close of last session have
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b 6n finally audited and completed ac-
ebrding to Statute ? 2, If so, will be
have copies placed on the Table of the
House? 3,' In view of the lengthy hime
taken last year in presenting balance-
sheets of the Government trading con-
cerns, wvill he direct that completed and
properly audited balance-sheets for the
financial year just ended be made avail-
able without delay ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (tar the
Premier) replied: 1, Yes, with the ex-
ception of IAfoola Btdla Cattle Station,
State Hotels, and Boyn Quarry, 2, Yes,
as soon as audited. 3, Andited balanee-
sheets will he made available in accord-
ance with the law.

QUESTION-AGRICULT3RAL LANDS
SURVEY.

Mr. WISDOM asked the Minister for
Lands : 1, Is the work of surveying in
pieparation for settlement in connection
with agricultural land being proceeded
with,! 2, If not, why not ? 3, If so,
how many surveyors are at present en-
gaiged on this work 9

The Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary
Minister), for the MNinister for Lands, re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Answered by No. 1.
3, Thirty-two surveyors are at present
employed Onl country snrvcys-28 of
these are on ordinary survey work, the
bulk of which includes the surveying of
blocks that have been applied for, and
four on classification and subdivisional
work.

QUESTION -POLICE MAGIS-
TRATES' RETIREMENT.

31r. WISDOM asked the Attorney
General: 1, Who initiated the action
which resulted in the retirement of
Mlagistrates Cowan, Roe, and Foss! 2,
Did the Public Service Commissioner
recommend these retirements?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, Parliament when it enacted Section 66
of "The Public Service Act. 1904."1 2,
Yes.

QUESTiON-RAILWAY EXTENSION,
DWARDA-NARROGIN.

Mr. HARPER asked the Minister for
Works : Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to continue the construction of
the Dwarda-Narrogin Railway easterly
to Leedham's Pool or Dunibitmoony be-
fore going southward to NarroginT

The MINISTER, FOR WORKS re-
plied : The Narogin line has been
started at Narrogin end, but it has not
proceeded far enough to dletermuine what
the exact route of the line will be.

QUESTION-LAND RE-CLASSIFI-
CATION BOARD.

Air. MO1ORE asked the Mlinister for
Lands: With reference to his reply to
Question No. 1 of Thursday last, is it a
fact that Mr. H. F. Johnston, the Surveyor
General, who is acting as chairman of
the Re-cl assifi cation Board, previously
fixed the prices of the lands reported upon
by the Board.

'Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
M1inister) (for the Minister for Lands)
replied: No. Prices are fixed by the
Governor on the recommendation of the
Hon. M1inister for Lands, but in most cases
the prices adopted were those recoin-
niended by the Surveyor General.

BILLS (3)-FlTRST REAI)ING.
1. Rights in Water and Irrigation

(introduced by the )linister for Works).
2. Traffic (introduced by the Minister

for Works) .
3. Melville Tramnways (introduced by

Hon. W. C. Angwin, Honorary Minis-
tar).

BILIr.-SrJPPLY, £1,37.9,050.
RetuLrned from the Legislative Council

without amendment.

LICENSING ACT A-MENDMTENT.
Hon. FRANKT WILSON (Sussex): By

permission of the House, I should like to
make a short announcement. A deputa-
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tion representing the different churches
and the Salvation Army waited upon me
this morning with reference to the pro-
posed amendments to the Licensing Act.
The deputation had previously, I under-
stand, waited upon the Attorney General
and after sonic discussion he had agreed,
if the amendments could be kept to the
three principles, to introduce the measure.
He asked for some undertaking that hon.
members would not take the opportunity
of laIling other amendments than those
wich were referred to by the deputation.
One was the registration and licensing of
barnmids. with a viewv to their ultimate
abolition, I presume; the second was the
age limit of .16 to be raised to 18 years,
that is those to whom liquor may be law-
fully supplied; the third was to provide
for a referendum to fix the hours of the
closing of public houses.

Mr. Underwood: And open on Sun-
days.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hours of
closinge.

Mr. Underwood: What about opening
on Sundays? WISN Iamspl

Hon. FRANKWISN Iamspl
putting forward what the deputation
asked thie Attorney General for. At their
request. J. have consulted the members of
my panrty, thle Liberal members of this
House, and if the Attorney General will
introduce this amending Bill, we are quite
prepared-and I now wvish to say that I
am speaking on behalf of that party-to
confine ourselves to these three principles.

The Premier: You cannot speak for
everyone.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The bon.
member can take what I say for what it
is worth. I give thle concurrence of my
prty, that is, those on the Opposition
side of the House, that we will not seek
to table any further amendments to the
Licensing Act, reserving to ourselves the
right to move amendments to these prin-
(iples T haive mentioned. It will depend,
however, upon ]how they may be drafted
and presented to the House. Of course
the matter is non-party and members will
deal wilh it as they like. Mly reply to the
deputation was th at we res erved to our-
sqelves the right to accept or reject the

proposals as far as we sawv fit. I shall
give the Attorney General my assurance
that as far as we are concerned, we will
not offer any opposition to the measure
outside of the three principles that I
linve menthoned or to deal wvith any other
principles of tilhe nmeasure than these
three, w hich. I understand, thle Attorney
General hans consented to deal with.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T1. Walker) : May 1 be permitted also
to make a statement or explanation. May
1 venture to say' , with all resp~ect to thle
lender of thle Opposition that this is
scarcely' a fair wvay of dealing with a
question of this kind. Thie facts are
these: A deputation waite ocl o me to re-
quest that the Government should intro-
duce a Bill dealing with the three matters
referred to by the leader of the Opposi-
tion just now, namely, the licensing of
harmiaids. thle age limit for the supply of
liquor, and thme submission to thle public
of thle question of the hours for tradin~g
in licensed houses. I told the deputation
that a. Licensing Bill was a very debat-
able measure, and that before such a ma-
sure. even with the limnitations imuposed
by ( lie deputation. could go through in

antiglike resoable time, it would
be necessary to have the unanimous assur-
aonce of both Houses that the debates
wvould be confined only to the matters sub-
mnitted in a measure as sugglested by them.
Nowy I deny' that the leader of the Oppo-
sit ion hifs the full authority of all the
members onl his side of the House to give
the assurance wve have heard.

H-on. Frank Wilson : You must not deny
it; you must accept toy statement.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I say
that. the hion. member has made it in all
good faith, but all the members enl his side
of thle House are not in town.

Hon. Frank Wilson : There has been a
party meieting.

Thme ATTORNEY GENERAL: And
were'all the members of the party pre-
sent? No.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 'Mr. Speaker,
m'y I exp)lain just for a moment. A
meeting of our party took place last week.
A deputation waited on me this morn-
ing-two members of it had previously
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had a private interview with mne-and I
told them the result Of the meeting Of our
party.

IMr, B. J. Stubbs: Were all'the mem-
bers of your party present?

Trhe ATTORNT\1Y GE NERAL: The
leader of thle Opposition has not assured
me that every member on his side of the-
House was present when the party meet-
ing was held. He is not, therefore, in a
uposition to say absolutely that every
single member on his side of the House
will support himu in what he has told the
House. Permit mue to say again that I
have beetn treated with uinfairne-ss in con-
nection with this matter. The hon. memi-
ber opposite evidently was consulted a
week ago. Only this morning was I corn-
niunicated with by telephone and asked
it I would receive a deputation from te
representatives of the churches. This
was at the hasL1 mainute, as it were, and the
object, I suppose, was to get my assur-
ance that every hon. member on this side
of the RouseS would support the measure
containing the three proposals in ques-
tion, and would not introduce other mnat-
ters. As the leader of the Opposition
has stated, this is a non-party question
purely and simply, and therefore I can-
not undertake to guarantee that every
member of our party would leave the li-
censing- question generally untouched if a
measure were introduced. There was no
time for uts to have a caucus meeting.
E~ven if it had been possiblte-and this
explaniation should go forth-for me to
guarantee the acquiescence of every memn-
ber sittingr on this side of the House, not
one here could guarantee what would be
done in another place, and I say one cani-
not risk, in a short session like this . iin-
trodnring a debatable measure of this
kind unless there is forthcoming an as-
surance from every quarter that the de-
bate will be confined to the points sub-
mnitted.

Mr. Swan: You cannot trust these
caucus-bound parties at all.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I ad-
here to the statement I made to the depu-
tation ; that I will request. the Govern-
nment to introduce a Bill of this character
w-hen the assurance is given from both

branches of the Legislature that they will1
unanimously agree 10 confine themselves
to the three points.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not
want to raise a debate on this matter. I
simply stated the case and it is that two
members representing the Council of
Churches waited on me last week and
asked whether I thought that the members
of my party would agree to confine them.-
selves to the three principles. I said that
I would] consult the mnembers of the party;
a meeming was held, and it was unami-
mously resolved, on my recommendation,
that we should give ouir undertaking to
confine ourselves to these three principles,
if the Attorney General would introduce
the measure. I made that announcement
this afternoon, and it is treated as an un-
fair attack on the Government. I simply
made the announcement. I cannot con-
trol another place; it is for the Attorney
General ito accept or reject my offer.

The Attorney General: I will adhere
to the terms which I expressed to the de-
putation.

Hon. F'RANK WILSON: Then the
Attorney General lies gone a step) ini that
direction when he has an assuirance
througrh mie in regard to the mesuhers on
this side of the House.

ASSENT TO SUPPLY BILL.
Message from tme Governor received

and read notifying assent to the Supply
Bil,£,370,650.

ADDRPESS-IN-RErLY.
Third Day.

])cbate. resuimed from the 2nd July.
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):

It is evident that the leader of the Oppo-
sition, foreseeing what might occur in the
near future, has handed over the leader-
ship of his party to the member for Pin-
gelly (Mr. Harper), because he has evi-
dently left the Ohamhber with his lieu-
tenant the member for Northam (Ron.
J. M1itchell). I want to make some
pointed remarTks in connection with the
hon. mecrber's criticism, and I hoped he
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would be present to hear what I1 had to
iay.

Air. E. 1B. Johnston: He is frightened
to take his gruel.

The PREMIER: May I repeat that the
leader of the Opposition on this occasion,
as on previous occasion;, has nothing new
to submit to the Chamber by way of cri-
ticism of the Government. Ha has re-
Jpeated what he has said on divers occa-
sions in the Chamber and on the public1
platform. It is evidence that, with the
exception of one or two matters oin which,
naturally1 we disagree, the leader of the
Opposition is perfectly satisfied with the
administration of the present Govern-
ment. If he were in entire agreemlent
-with the administration of the affairs of
State he would not be expected to be sit-
ting in opposition to the Government. In
fact, I would have to consider whether we
were doing justice to thle people we repre-
sent if we received from him nothing but
eulogy for our administration. But I
want to explain that while I have never
objected to criticism. I have always en-
deavonred to mnake that criticism fair, and
to keel) as near as possible to the facts.
The leader of thle Opposition, however, on
many occasions has made statements here
and repealed them continuously onl the
public platform, as though he bad not
been satisfied with the explanation given-
For instance, on Thursday last,' when I
informed him on one matter that we had1
p)roposed to take a certain course, he said
he was not prepared to accept my state-
ment and dlid not believe that such a course
wvas ever proposed. I refer to the ques-
tion of the sleeper contract. I explained
to the leader of the Opposition that when
the Federal Government proposed to can-
eel the contract then existing we offered
to make up any shortage with other sleep-
ers, and' the lion, member replied that he
did not helieve it. Such may be Opposi-
tion tactics, but is it a manly course?

Hon. Frank Wilson: What dia you say
about the capacity of the mills?

The PREMIER: I am not dealing with
that now. I am dealing with the attitude
of thle leader of the Opposition in point-
blank refusing to accept the statement
made by me as head of the Government,
and he must have been in a position to

know that I would not make such a state-
ment unless the offer I refer to had been
made. I have brought with me a file of
papers for the purjpose of proving the
statement 1 made, and also to show the at-
titude adopted by the leader of the Oppo-
sition, and when the hon. gentleman con-
tinues to refuse to accept statements made
by me here, one cant imagine what he
would say when speaking on the public
piatform., where there mnight be no one to
challenge him. On the 18th December,
1913-the time of the cancellation of the
contract-I wrote a letter to the Prime
Minister, It is a rather lengthy doca.-
ment, but for my purpose I will read that
which is pertinent to the subject.

I understand there are some thous-
ands of sleepers stacked in Kalgoorlie
at the present time, hut even if it
could be shown that delay in the early
stages of the contract wonld interfere
with the construction of tile railway.
this Government could in all proba-
bility arrange for a further supply of
jarrah sleepers from thle hiewetu.

kvt as thle first intimation we gave
them. rLater. when they definitely in-
formed us they proposed to cancel the
contract. I sent the following wire:-

As stated in my letter of 18th De-
cemiber, 13,440 sleepers will he deliv-
ered this month, February, and if re-
quired the month's deficiency can he
made up of jarrah sleepers at our
jarrab contract price.

The Federal Government took no notice
of these communications. Notwithstand-
ing this fact we are continually hearing
the statements being made by the leader
of the Opposition of the character I have
referred to. Naturally one can under-
stand the attitude of the lion, member in
view of the approach of the general elec-
tions. I merely mention the matter io
show hon. members that after 01l it is
very difficult to follow the leader of the
Opposition. His statements are largely
tedious repetitions of what he has said
here and repeated elsewhere. The speech
of the leader of the Opposition was large-
ly made up of a condemnation of the
control of the finances of the present
Government and myself as Treasurer.
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and naturally I expected that in these
circumstances the hon. member would
have had a record of a successful charac-
ter to which he could have pointed when
he was Treasurer of the State. I admit
there are others -who are entitled to criti-
cise the State finances. For instance,
the real leader of the Liberal party in
another place, Arr. Colebatch, is entitled
to dlo so, bec-ause hie hans, as yet. not had
control of the finnces, and we do not
know of the mess or muddle that he may
leave them in when he leaves thle Treat -
ury. But the present leader of the Op-
position was Treasurer of the State from
April, 1906, to June, 1009, and in ac-
cordance with the returns that were
submitted in the Budget of 1012, hion.
members Will find if they turn those
returns uip that ont almost every occaion
hie closed the financial year With an in-
creased deficit, and month after month
lie had to give an explanation in tMe
public Press why such a, position was
arrived at, and it got to such a stage
that the then Premier, Sir Newton Moore,
had to summarily dismiss the lion, mem-
ber from the position of Colonial Treas-
urer.

Hon. Frank Wlilson: Are you sticking
to facts now'?

The PREMIER: Yes, I am sticking
to facts.

Hon. Frank Wilson: 'Untrue, -not a
scintilla of truthb.

The PREMIER : Then I do not know
how to say it. Perhaps it would be well
to say that the leader of the Opposition
was persuaded by the then leader of the
Government to give up his position as
Colonial Treasurer.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And not per-
suaded.

The PREMIER:. Then he left of his
own accord. He gave the then Premier
notice and left.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Now you have
got it.

The PREMIER: At any rate, one of
two things must have happened, eithe3r
the leader of the Govern ment was not
satisfied with the Treasurer's administra-
tion of the finances and dismissed him,

or the :then- Treasurer was disgusted with
his own administration of the finmimal
affairs of the State and left. If die
lion. member denies the first, then we'
must accept the second, that hie left
because hie was (lisgusted with his owa
control of the finances.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How lovely!
lion. J. Mitchell: It is beautifuil
rThe PR EM ER: It is a tact that can-

not be denied that the hion, member left
the Treas-ur y in 1909 after he had built
upl a deficit of £812,630. He was in
eharge of the Treasury from May, 1906,
to June, 1909, and when hie took over
thle Treasury there was only a deficit
of £18,000, which he increased to.
£312,616. I know that explanations were
given time ont of number by the leader
of the Opposition when hie was Treasurer,.
for onl thle first or the second of thle-
month there wrere long paragraphs in ther
IVest Australian newspaper when the
Treasuirer had to again admit an in-
creased deficit int the Treasury. There
were times when hie had hoped there
would he prosperity and that he would
he able to produce a surplus.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Will you produce
these explanations?

The PREMIER: I cannot produce the,
file of the West Australian fur the pas9t
three years, and I do not propose to bring
those newspap~ers here, but I know that
even whOile on an election campaign, when
the leader of the Opposition was still
Treasurer of' the State, the explanations
wvere given why he had to admit a deficit
in the Consolidated Revenue account. I
want to draw attention to some of ther
statements then made, in order to show
that if lie was justified in end eavouring
to ex.plain away the Position, We are
doubly justified on the present occasion.

lion. J.IlMitchell interjected.

The PREMIER: The member for Nor-
thami has something to answer for in the
matter, which will he dealt with later,
hut one requires a certain amiount of
courage to mention the finances in the
presence of the member for Northam,
for he is such a whale on that question;
but I will pursue my course. In the
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Queen's Hall at Perth on the 6th Sep-
tember, 191J, the leader of the Opposi-
tion is reported as having made the fol-
lowing statement:-

It was true that the Government had
last year received £235,000 more gross
revenue than the Labour Government
had secured some six years ago, not-
withstanding that the returns from the
Government had decreased by £458,000.
It was a pity if we did not in a pro-
gressive country like ours receive an
increased revenue from year to year.
He would consider it conclusive proof
of retrogression and stagnation if the
revenue did not increase externally
with the increase of population and in-
creasing prosperity. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. Scaddan seemed to think it a
crime that the Government should have
received more revenue than they had,
whereas it must be admitted that it
was in reality strong proof of the im-
proved conditions of the country. It
was absolute proof of the progress
that had been niade under the Liberal
policy of the Government.

And I take it this cannot be denied, be-
cause it is issued by that hon. gentleman
as Premier of the State, and was dis-
tributed throughout the various parts of
the State under the auspices of the Lib-
eral League. If that wvas correct at that
time, that they had received a slight in-
crease in revenue-very slight-howv much
more should we claim the tremendous in-
crease of revenue that we have received
during the last three years, as evidence
of the fact that the administration of the
Government has made tremendous pro-
gress in the industries of the State?

Hon. Frank Wilson: We wiped out our
deficit.

The PREMIER: But the other day the
hon. member took up an entirely different
attitude. Because we were receiving a
greater revenue it wvas evidence of the
fact that we were unduly obtaining money
from the public.

Hon. J1. Mitchell: So you are.
The PREMIER: It was not evidence

then when it happened under the Liberal
Administration; it was a sign of pro-

gress. But because it happened to be
this Administration, the same excuse does
not apply. The leader of the Opposition
went on to explain the matter in connec-
tion with the railway administration, and
amongst other things lie said-

But we had to look at the other side
of the picture. What had the Govern-
went had lo face during the six years?
It had had to face the requirements of
an increased population, increased
educational facilities, more police pro-
tection, greater hospital facilities.

If that applied then, does it not apply
now? Is it not a fact that during the
last three years we have had to face the
increased requirements of population?
The lpopulationi has increased in the last
three -years under the Labour Adminis-
tration by something like 84,000 peson~s.
Is it not a fact that we have had to pro-
vide increased educational facilities? We
have had to provide more additions to
schools. more new buildings and increase
the accommodation to existing buildings
than has had to be provided during any
other similar period in the Slate. Is it
not a fact? No, it is not. I was going
to say it wvas ai fact thast we have had
to provide more police proteclion, hut it
is not so. There has not been so much
need for police protection; as a matter
of faet there was so little crime now that
thie department could hairdly' find work
enough for the prison wiardens. Witli wise
administration and better laws we have
raised the moral tone of the community.
and that is something to which we can
justly lay' claim. We had to find greater
hospital facilities, just as the hon. mem-
ber had to do. As a mnatter of fact, that
statement made by the leader of the Op-
position wvas not correct. He had not to
provide greater hospital facilities. He,
as a matter of fact, aetually starved the
hospitals, and some of those institutions
had almost to close their doors because
the then Government had to refuse them
essential assistance. Then the hon. mem-
ber went on to say-

An increasing demand for interest and
sinking fund.
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He was prepared to make that the round
for excusing the condition of the finances
tinder his control.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not excuse
the condition of the finances. 'We had
wiped out our deficit.

The PREMIER: When we point out
the fact that we have a progressive public
works policy, which had been refused by
our predecessors, and also point out the
fact that there was an increased interest
and sinking flund charge on the Consoli-
dated Revenue, we find the hon. member
says that we 'have no right to claim that as
an admission that we have been properly
conserving the interests of Lbe State
through the Treasury. The lion. member
said-

And above all, there was the hugely in-
creased expenditure in our railwvay
System.

Has it not increased tinder the p~resent
Administration? We have been construct-
ing railways from loan funds at a more
rapi1 rate than ever previously in the
historyv of the State.

I-on. Frank Wilson: Ring off; take a
back seat.

The PREMIER : And in districts
where t hey are not paying the working
expenses. let alone pnt vng interest and
sinking fund. F an, trying to point out
that if ilhe lion, member then laid claim
that they had to meet those requirements,

antd did! meet t hem. and necessarily ex-
cageed hiniself for the condition of the
finances dluring thle previous six years,
Ive have a1 better right to-do'-, uinder the
conlditions which have prevailed during
tlie last three years, similar conditions to
those which prevailccd during the hon.
memiber's term, but in a more aggravated
form, wve have a better right to make
these statements as reasons for the con-
dition of the finances. May I explain,
while admitting Tbat the revenue has
increased during the past three years at
what may, appear an enormous rate, due
lo thle conditions prevailing in the Trea-
sury uinder the present leader of the
Opposition when Treasurer, that our
trading concerns oil that occasion did not
pay or the Treasurer did not receive from

them or publish to the world the total
amounts received for the work performed.
Our Harbour Works at Fremantle, for
instance, only provided a few pounds net
profit on the year's operations alone, and
the operations of the Hoya Quarries and
in other directions as well gave prac-
tically no result, but we nowv pro-
ide that the gross revenue from all

sources shall be paid into the Treasury
and duly recorded, and every expenditure
of whatever nature is also recorded in the
Treasury. It has admittedly increased
our figuires, but it does not increase the
revenue we have received from the differ-
ent sources. And likewise it increases
the expenditure, because when depart-
mnents are trading with one another there
is no gain in making a profit. If one
department makes a profit against
another, it mecans nothing, because the
money comes back again to the Treasury,
and the work wvhich is done for the de-
partment is (dile at actual cost, and there-
fore the increase in revenue and oxpendi-
hire does not affect the financial position
in the slightest degree. But over and
above that I admit that we have received
other revenue as pointed out by the leader
of the Opposition, and it would be a pity
if, in a progressive country such as this,
our revenue (lid not increase year by year,
bait the leader of thle Opposition now
complains that it has increased uinder a
Labour Administration.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Not at all.

The PR~IIER : Then I cannot follow
the lion, memuber's arguments. He occu-
pied nearly half an hour on Thursday
night in complaining on this very point.

Eon. Frank Wilson: I complained that
your revenue lhad increased and that your
deficit had increascd. When our- revenue
increased we wiped out our deficit. That
is the difference.

Tile PREMPIER: I could easily bring
about a similar adjustment if I desired.

IRon. Frank Wilson: No, v on could not.
The PREMIER: I could do it in a

period of 12 Tnonths if I desired.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You ire not
capable of doing it.
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The PREMIER:- Yes, L tan, but I
positively refuse to do it in the same way
as the lion. member would do it. When
be was criticising the condition of the
finance lie said that we shouild Cut OUr
garment according to our cloth, that we
should not expend money which was not
available, that we should live within our
means, that no matter what conditions
were prevailing for the moment we should
refuse to go on with public works which
meant the expenditure of loan money on
account of increasing the expenditure for
interest and sinking fund, and that we
should refuse td assist the farmer who
was passing through such a trying period.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not say
that.

The PREMIER:. I am pointing out
what the hon, member meant.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, you are not.
The PREMIER: There is only one

construction to be put on the lion. niem-
her's remarks, and it is that in order to
square the finances and live within our
means we must insist that everyone Owing
money to the Treasnry shiall pay up dur-
ing eac2h period, and if hie cannot. do so
that wve should refuse to spend money' to
assist hini and carr y him over a bad
period. If this is not logic, I do not
kniow what is.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No.

The PREAiER: ' I w'ant the lion.
memlber to explain what lie meant. If hie
contends that we must cut our garment
according to our cloth every twelve
months, it means that if the Treasurer
does not receive the money which is due
to him he must not spend money which is
urgently required to assist those p~eople
who are carrying on the development of
the country. What would be the position
to-day if we had adopted this attitude?
The lion. member quoted sonie figures in
connection with the harvest during the
last five or six years, and lie even had thie
impudence, I can call it nothing less, to
make it appear that his Government had
to suiffer for the failure of the harvest of
that year, -when the figures were compiled
in February 1912, The lion. member con-
tended that his Administration felt the
effects of tile bad harvest of 1911. bat I

would point out that they left office-they
were summarily dismissed by their mas-
ters-in October 1911. This is not de-
nied. It was after the hon. member's
Goveriinmeiit left office that the harvest
was reaped, and that harvest was the
worst in the history of the State. Its
effects were worse than they would have
been in a country where the industry had
been properly established. A shortage of
rainfall was experienced in a particular
area which had only recently been settled.
It was a district which could ill afford
to suiffer froni a bad season. Men who
had gone out with very little capital but
with the assistance of the Agricultural
Bank, had in quite a number of eases pit
in their first crop, expecting to be able to
carry on for another period and to pay
their interest charges on the money bor-
rowed from the Agricultural Banik, but
the season absolutely failed, and the Gov-
erment instead of getting a return wvere
called upon to go to their assistance and
carry them over for a further period; or,
in the alternative to permit themu to leave
their holdings. and flock to our City and
towns, and bring about a condition of af-
fairs which would not lie desirable. What
was worse. they would have been unable
to cultivate tine land during the following
termn, anl this would have meant two had
harvests instead of une. We faced the
difficulty as it ought to be faced, and took
no notice of the criticism or advice of the
leader of the Opposition to cut our gar-
ment according to our cloth. We went to
their assistance in a right royal fashion,
and even hon. members sitting on the op-
posite side of the House hanve admitted
that we did all that. we as a Government
should have done. Consequently, instead
or liav'tni- another harvest 'of only four
million odd bushels,' the State's pioduc-
tion immediatelyv advanced from four
million bushels to over nine million bush-
els, and again last season it advanced
from nine million to 131/,4 million bushels.
This is evidence of the fact that notwith-
standing the croaking of some of our
friends opposite, the interests of the
farming community of Western Aus-
tralia have not been better safeguarded
hy a liberal Administration.
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Mr. Harper: The farmers do not
think so.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
not in a position to speak for them. I
claim, and [ challenge contradiction-

Mr. Harper: I knowr the feeling
among the farmers.

The PREMIER: I cflim that during
the last three years we have done more
to assist the farmer to cultivate his hold-
ing and to produce a profit from it than
hny Administration Under similar condi-
Itions in any part of Australia.

Mr. Harper: By increasing the freight
on fertiliser, -and putting Up their taxa-
tion.

The PREMIER.: Let me tell thle
leader of the Opposition that if I were
to issue an order to-morrow that the
farming community in Western Australia
must forthwith pay up all they owe to
the Treasury, instead of having a deficit
of £400,000 it wvould be £2-00,000 less
than the deficit with which the Treasup-'
closed Ihe year in 1909. The farmers owve
the departments something over £2-00,000.

Mr. H.,ar per: Look what YOU have bor-
rowed.

The PREMIEFR: In addition they owe
the Agricultural Bank for principal which
should hav-e been repaid, and which has
been deferred, an amount of £20,000,
and they owe [lhe Seed Wheat Board about
£160,000, wvhieh was advanced by wvay of
loan for seed wheat and manures.

Mr. Harper: What are soil coimplain-
ing alhunt ?

'[le PREMI1ER : I am not complain-
111g. I repent that I am not ashamed of
,ihe deficit in the Treasury accounts be-
cause of the assistance rendered to the
farmers during the trying period. W"hen
the leader of the Opposition is shown in1
his true light, if any notice call be taken
of his criticism, lie would not have ren-
dered that assistance, but would have in-
sisted that the men who owed money to
the Treasury' must promptly pay lip. He
vonld have refused to give them any as-

sistance wvhatever in order that hie might
come to Parliament and say that he had
kept the finances square.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are yon not
ashamed of making such a statement'?

Mr. Dwyer: You could not satisfy the
Country party and the Opposition too.

The PREMXIER: The country mem-
hers have no reason to complain, and they
have not complained. I have heard some
of them state publicly that we had come
to the assistance of the farmers in a
fashion which was a credit to the Gov-
ermnent.

Mr. Harper: They were supporters of
yours.

The PREMLIER: No, they were mem-
bers of the Opposition. Surely we call
sometimes admit the truth of a statement,
and See in OUr opponents, although wye
might disagree -with them on some mat-
ten of principle, a genuine effort to as-
sist where assistance is necessary. As
far as the farning community are con-
cerned, recognising the difficulties they
have had to contend with, we have done as
much as any Government could dto, and
perhaps a little more than some Govern-
mients would have done, and judging by
the statements and advice of the leader of
the Opposition, considerably more. At
the .31st iIlay of this year the farmers
owed to the Lands Department £112,685
for rents; they owed £7,048 interest on
the money expendcd in providing seed
wheat and mantures, and they owed
C99.417 for interest or mone 'y lent by the
Agrieullural flank, These sonic make at
total of £C219,150, wvhictN has been a charge
merely on revcnue account.

Air. S. Stubbs: is all of that. soon
overdue?

The PREMIER: It is the sum owing
onl that palicular date.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Did you pay that
out of revenue?

The PREMVIER: The lion, member is
a novice at finance. He does not appre-
ciate the fact that the £112,000 owed in
land rents would if paid have gone into
revenue.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about the
Agricultural Bank interest!

The PREMIER: The interest on the
money owing for wheat and manures,
£7,000, is lost to the revenue.

Honl. T1. Mitchell: You said the sum
was £160,000 wvhich was owing to the
revenue.
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account. Is there a huge business in this
State that has pot had at some period or
other to draw on capital for the purpose
of bridging over some critical time? I
doubt whether there are many members
of this Chamber at the present time not
working on an overdraft.

M~r. Thomas: That is, if we can get it.
The PRE1MIER.: T admit that we can-

not all get it, but I believe a majority
are working onl overdrafts. That is ex-
actly what is. happening to-day with our
revenue account; and if ever there was a
period in the history of this State, or
of the Commonwealth1 when anl overdraft
was essential for thle purpose of main
tamning our industries and keeping our
country progressing as it has heen kept
progrressiiig during the last 20 years, it
was necessary during the last three years
that we should have art overdraft for the
purpose of carrying cai, The leader of
the Opposition onl the occasion of his
Queen's Hall speech mnade some refer-
ence to the condition of our- sinking fund.
He said that wve had anl accumulated
sinking fund of 21/> millions invested in
London, That has he'm increased during
the last three years to something like 4
millions: T believe thant to-day it is over
4 millions, notwitlistaulding- the fact thatt
we hav-e drawn a certrrir amiount from it.
'Where is that sinking fund derived from,
if not fromn our revenue? 'We have paid
into the sinking fund from the revenue
account, arid it has been anl increasing
amlount each year. despite the fact that
we have built railways, several of which,
as 1 have said previously, are hardly pay-
ing working expenses. The leader of the
Opposition in the course of his Queen's
Hall speech said-

What better evidlence could they
have of capable administration and
sound finance? Those who would not
he convinced] by facts and figures such
as he had quoted, did not want to be
convinced. Yet they had responsible
men condemning their financial posi-
tion, and slinging miud at the fair fame
of the State.

If anyone dared to criticise the finances
of the State When our friend opposite
was Treasurer. the critic was slinging

id at the fair fame of this State; but
when that Treasurer becomes 1eader df
the Opposition, then, in the interests of
the party of course, hie is only too wiling
to stln ulud at the State;, and he never
loses an opportunity of doing' it. The
hion, member stated on Thursday that we
had stolen his policy of homes for the
Workers. That, of course,' is an interest-
ing- statement, which, however, is not in
accordance 'with the facts. I remember
exactly what occurred. We had been
advocating, the workers' homes scheme in
speeches thlroughout the country; and Mr.
Gregory, tile then Acting Premier, took
anl opportunity' onl one occasion, in the
absence of )fr. Wilson, tile then Premier,
in Eng-land, to make anl an nouLn cement
on (Iris very subject.

Mr. Turvey: Just onl the eve of the
elect mml.

The PL1.1l-1IEh?: Yes, just onl the eve
of lie election. But lire did not make any
definite pronouncement. He said-

"I aml riot ill a prosition to announce
time policy of the Government, but I
believe that when Mr. Wilson returns
ii will be found that he is in favour of

roviding hornes for the workers,
MNr. Wilson returned, arnd in the mean-
fime I had definitely announced the poi-
icy of workers' homes onl behalf of this
parly. The difference betwveen our policy
and thme policy of lion. memhers opposite,
however, was this: wve were in earnest
and mneant what we said, whilst our
friends opposite were not in earnest. At
tkre Qrueen's Hill, just prior to the gen-
eral elections,, the then Premier, the pre-
sent leader of the Opposition, made a
speecht in reply to mine delivered at the
Mechranics' Institute, and in the course of
flhat reply lire spoke as followvs-.

Ni referring- to homes f or the people
lir. Scaddair stated that they would
advance up to £500 where laud was
already owned. in order that a man
might build a house for himlself on his
own land. What a good arrangement!
(Laughter.) He would be glad to avail
himself of it. (Renewed laughter.)

Now, I said that the then Premier had
really ridiculed the proposal of homes
for the 'workers. He ridiculed the idea of
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the Government providing £500 to enable
a manl to own his own home.

I-on. Frank Wilson: Nothing of the
kinid.

The PBEMIL'B- If he did not ridicule
it, I am not able to follow that pars-
ginaph.

Mr. Thomas: He is an unconscious
humorist.

The PEM TEll: The fact remains
that lie was attempting to ridicule the
idea. Now what are the facts? Immedi-
ately we met Parliament, we introduced
a mneasure which provided, not for £500,
but for £550, and provided it on a basis
permitting the worker to be possessed of
his home at a less rental, or I should say
a less demand per week, than he would
have to pay in the shape of rent in the
metropolitan area for a similar house
whichl would never become his own]. Even
to-day wep are erecting homes in the met-
ropolitan area at costs of £:550, £500, and
£450. and similar houses cannot be rented
ait the present moment for less than from
17s. to 26s. per week; and the workers
are heeominw possessed of those homes for
a payment of from 11s, to 13s. per week.
Moreover, let atie point out that our
friends oppo-;ite. some of thema onl the
cross beniches last session, criticised the
Government for providing such palatial
residences for workers. "Palatial resi-
dencs for workeirs "I tiey% said. TIhev
wanted its to build shim houses of some
description.

Mr. Tuin'ey: A lean-to.
The PREMTEB: Yes, a lean-to. Any-

thing would do0 for a1 worker. But I then
said, and I repeat it JIow, that in building
Ihiese hiomes I absolutely decline to put
ut) anything in the nature of a shiml
lise. T 11n1 gob, g 14n put up for tlhe
worker a house with proper conveniences,
because the worker is as much entitled
to it as anyv man in tile couinnnity.

Pll. Frank Vilsonl: Hear-, hear.
The PRRMIIER: He prod-uces wealth,

and( lie should be able to call a home, in
the proper sense of the termi, his own.
We can imagine our friends onl the other
side opposing it, because, under those
conditions, the workers of the State will
be more -independent than they are tinder
existing conditions. If you can keep a

man paying a high rent you can always
keep him under your thumb. The em-
ployer always has a. mori powerful lever
on the man wvho has to pay rent, than h,e
hias on the man with a home of his owig.
Our friends opposite are opposed to th ,e
scheme of homes for workers for that
reasonl.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No.

The PH EM [ER: Of course they
always deny when You get home on the
miain point. However, the fact remnains
that while they are lnot prepared to make
a definite proliouncelient on the subject,
their actions during the last two years,
and during the las.t 12 months in par-
ticular, afford conclusive proof that they
are not in, sympathyv with thle workers'
homtes scheme. and are- not in favour of
it from that very point of view; because,

as Iva, a mian who has to pay a high
rent, is a niaji who will submit to condi-
tions that hie would not consider for a
moment if lie had a home of his own .
where he knew that his wifo and famnily
would find shelter. When hie knows there
is a possibility of his wife and children
being, cast ouit on rime street, lie will ac-
celpt almorst all-y conditions imposed on
hint by the employ* ing class; and. natnr-

21: our- friends oppiosite arc anxious to
keep thie worker in that condition. We.
however. ale htere for the purpose of
lifting himi out of that condition, and we
have been taking action in that direction
during the last two ,years. Our friends
opposite tave annouinced] their intention'
of giving to owners of wvorkers' homes
erected onl the leaseliolmi princip~le, the
freehold of their land. There again the
same desire exists. Our friends know
that if the workems get the freehold of
thecir land, thie mnan wvith the most money
will eventually piurchase those homes, and
by thut means it will he possible to get
the workers into exactly the samne posi-
tion as they were in prior to the workers'
htomes. selleme--all paying rent again.
Why, our friends apposite cal them-
selves Liberals. Do not they know that
tie Liberals of England might almost he
termed Coniservatives in some respects,
and y et the Liberals of Eiigland are at-
tacking landlord ism 9 They recognise
what landlordiqiih means to the corn-
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munity in England. But our friends
here, the so-called Liberals, are out for
the interests of the landlord all the time.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Mere assertions.
The PREMIER: It is absolutely cor-

rect.
Hon. J. Mitchell: You ought to be

ashamed of yourself.
.The PREIERni: It is absolutely cor-

rect. I am extremely sorry that it is
hurting the hon. member.

Hlon. J. Mitchell: It does not hurt at
all; it is only amusing.

The PREMTIER: Nothing hurts like
the truth.

Ron. J. Mitchell: There is not a word
of truth in it, and you ought to know it.
It is an inaccurate statement.

The PREMIER: Tt is an accurate
statement. 'When a man is presented
with the freehold of his land, hie will
take the first opportunit 'y to dispose of
it. when it suits his convenience, without
regard for tie interests of the community
as a whole. Under existing conditions,
we are assured that the man living in a
homec-whether it is Tom Brown, the first
aplicant, or Jim Smith. following five
years afterwardls-is not going to he
rack-ren ted by any landlord.

Mr. Wisdom: What does the working
man think of it?

The PREMIER: The member for
Claremont (Mrl. Wisdom) is the last man
who should -peok on behalf of the
workers.

11r. Wisdom: 1 have done more work
than you.

The PREMIER: He knows nothing
about the condition of (lie worker, and
icares less.

Mr. Wisdom: 1. represent more work-
ers than youi do.

The PREMIER: The working men
think so much of the scheme that I am
finding difficulty in providing sufficient
funds to build all the homes they ask for.

Mr. Wisdom: That is freehol d.
The PREMVIER: No, not freehold.

There is not a block in the metropolitan
area that we have not had an applicant
for,

Mr. Hudson: That blows him out.
The PREMIER: Let me tell the hon.

miember that the metropolitan area is

largely freehold not owned by the Gov-
ernment; and did not his friends take an
opportunity of turning downr a measure
which would have made available for the
purpose of workers' homes several hun-
dreds of acres in the metropolitan area?
And that was not done in the interests of
the University so much, but because those
members knew what it meant to the
working men of the metropolitan area
and to the landlords.

Mr. Hudson: He is blown out now.
The PREMIER: Here is a publication

called the Labour Bulletin. I presume
lion, members opposite are not likely to
read it.

Hion. J. Mitchell: Pass it over and we
will read it.

The PREMIER: It is issued by a gen-
tleman known as G. H. K nibhs, the Corn-
mionwealth Statistician. Its name. 1n0

doubt, would cause our friends opposite to
be shy of the publication. However,
there are some particulars of a very in-
teresting nature in it, and I will read a
paragraph at this stage in order to showv
thie reason of the opposition of our
friends opposite. They never take the
opportunity of defiinug their attitude
clearly;. they always endeavour to explain
I hat their attituide7 is for a different pur-
pose altogether. The results, however,
are just the same. When one follows them
closely, and reads the history of other
parts of the world, and considers the atti-

irde adlopted by gentlemen elsewhere of
a similar calibre to those opposite, one
can appreciate better what is the object
the 'y have iii view, although they make all
sorts of statements which are misleading.
Knowing this, we have dunuig the last
few years been erecting workers' homes;
and I said at the outset. that the object of
introducing that scheme was not merely
to provide a home for the Successful appli-
cant. The purpose of that scheme was
also to bring about a reduction of the
rents charged by the landlords in the
metropolitan area more particularly, If
the scheme has not that effect, it has none.
The policy of our friends opposite is to
get these homes and give to the people who
bought them on a leasehold principle the
freehold of the land, and then bave the
landlord, the capitalist, come along and
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buy the worker out, and so reduce the
wvork-ing community to the same position
as thley 'VWere in previously. Our object is
an entirely' different one. Our principal
object, I repeat, was not merely to supply
a home for the successful applicant, but
to break down the rack-renting landlord,
and in this we have been successful to a
large extent. In this bulletin, which was
issuted only in June of this very year, the
following paragraph appeas:-

Variation in prices and cost of liv-
inig. The cost of living index number
for 30 of the more important towns
rose from 992 in the fourth quarter of
3913 to 1,009 in the quarter under re-
view. compared with 1.000 for the whole
of thle year 1912. The index number
for the corresponding quarter (Janui-
ary to March) of 1913 was 998, and of
1912, 947. The increase in cost of liv-
ing since the preceding quarter is corn-
uion to all the States except Western
Australia, and is due principally to the
advance inl prices of potatoes, onions,
eggs, butter, cheese, and meat. House
rents show little change. though they'
still generally tend to rise. In Western
Australia prices of food and groceries
as well as house rents ame lower than
for (lhe preceding quarter.

How will our friends opposite answer
that ?

Mr. IIunsie: They will say that Knibbs
is wrong.

The JREATFIER: That is a proof of
the result of the putting into operation
of the workers' homnes scheme.

llr. Wisdomn: What dloes hie sav about
meat?

The PREMIER, I am coming to that
directly. Here the workers' hiomes scheme
not only provides the successful applicant
wvith a home at a reasonable figure, but it
also has the effect of bringing about a
reduction of rents. May 1 say. more-
over, tha~t this has happened notwithstand-
ing the fact that population has increased
by leaps and bounds at the same time. I
am doubtful whether a like illustration
canl be shown in any other part of the
world, namely, that, while the population
is increasing the rents are coming down.
And we have the announcement of Mr.
Knibbs that rents have increased in the

other States and that Western Australia
is the only State to show a reduction of
rents. I hope and believe that the peo-
ple will appreciate wvhat it means to them,
not only to the successful applicant for a
worker's home, but to others as well, and
that they will warn our friends opposite
to keep their hands off. These are some
of the matters our friends opposite will
have to make a definite announcement
upon, and I say that when the Lime ar-
rives the people will tell our friends op-
posite to keep) their hands off, and that,
despite the leader of the Opposition, the
Liberal candidates at thle forthcomiing
elections will be found giving hearty sup-
port to our scheme. But 1 want to tell
the people also that h le Liberal candidates'
words cannot he accepted for anything.
The Liberal candidate has no platform
and no Pledge. He might take a more
liberal view than his leader, but if that
party should be returned the men who will
sit oil this, bench will decide the policy,
and whatever is announced by the leader
of the Opposition will be 1 )ut into opera-
tion. The men onl this bench wvill decide
the matter, and thlose sitting behind thema
will have to vote for it. Our friends op-
posite have taken every opportunity also
of claiming [lhat they speak onl behalf of
the farmn g comnmun ity. Judging by what
is happening at the present timue, namely,
the formation of the Country party, they
tire no longer able to speak on behalf of
( lie farmers, and evidently' they have not
been speakng correctly onl thir behalf
ii, (lie past. * r have here at cutting from
the Snnrb-y Timesv of file 10th May, 1914.
The Sunday Times not so long since lPro-
nounced itself the official organ of the
Liberal iart.%s it tiow pronounces itself
theo official organl of the Country party.

Mr. Swan: They stole thieir organ iser,
too.

The PREMIER: Yes. What have we
here in large black type?-

round wnnting.-Who are these that
are opposing the Country' party's
claim for direct representation? They
are mostly members of Parliament, led
by Messrs. Colebatch and Mitchell, who
are proclaiming frbma the housetops that
they are representing the p~rimiary pro-
ducer inl both tipper and lower Houses!
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Why are they putting up the fight of
their lives against us? Because oppo-
site their names the primary producer
has written these words: "'Mene, Men,
Tekel, Upharsin/' which, being freely
interpreted, mean :--Mene-Thy king-
ulom is numbered and finished. Tekel
-Thou are weighed in the balances and
art found wanting. Peres--Thy king-
dom is divided and given to the Coun-
t ry party.

1 looked tip thle Bible and found that it
there reads-"the M12odes. and Persians,"
so evidently the kingdom of our friends
opposite is being divided and given to
the AMedes and Persians. That is from the
organ that was once the official organ of
the Liberal party and is now the official
organ of the Country party. That is what
they think of the member for Northam
(Hon. J. Mitchell) who comes here and
says lie is speaking on behalf of the
Couintry party. The leader of the Oppo-
sit ion on Thursday evening made some re-
ference to the increased cost of the eon-
strulction of our railways in agricultural
districts, lie had previously made this
assertion on many occasions, notwith-
standing the fact that it has been contra-
iied, not only by Ministers, but by en-
trieers of the department. The MI-inister
for Works dealt with this question last
session, and if hion. memibers wvill turn
up Bansard they will find there a state-
ment made by _Mr. Rolland, then Acting
Engineer-in-Chief, which shows conclu-
sively that, taken on the same hasis, the
railways are being constructed as cheaply
to-day as during thle p)eriod of onr friends
opposite. But I want to point out, fur-
thiermore. that this relates to similar eon-
d itions, whereas during the present Gov-
ermnent's termn of office we bare increased
the wages paid to our men employed on
those railways, which should make the
cost greater; that material has increased
considerably during that period, and that
there is evidence conclusive that we are
constructing these railways to-day more
tcheapily in comparison with the railways
which were constructed by the previous
Administration, and getting better results
from the construction of those railways
than our friends got; and that it is
largely due to the fact, as admitted by

Mr. Roll and, that our railways are con-
structed to-day by day labour instead of
by contract. So much for that statement.
Let me, furthermore, explain that shortly
after coming into office our attention was
drawn to the fact that light agriultural
railways which had been constructed were
iii such a condition that the Raiway IDe-
partment refused to carry locomotives
over them unless provided with funds to
put them into proper working condition.
That was in relation to railways only just
then completed,

Mr. Carpenter: Who built them f
The PREMER: Our friends oppo-,

sile. And three monthis after taking thenm
over the department was faced with the ne-
cessity of finding fuinds to put them into
proper order. If we take the railways
which we have built during the last two
years and conipare them with railways
which our predecessors constructed, it
will be seen that the later railways are
in every way superior to those previously
built. Let me explain that the cheap
railways referred to by our friends are
in the long run found to be dear rail-
ways; because the one process of ballast-
ing the line and putting down proper
sleepers and doing the work thoroughbly
is much cheaper than sending two or
three gangs out at different times. I~f one
gang does it properly it is done more
cheaply and the administrative costs are
less, as is also the cost of putting- the
men out there and bringing them hack:-
I have here a return supplied by the
Railway Department, showing the ex-
penditure on certain sections necessary
within a short time of opening to bring
them up to standard. Here are the lines&

On the aoomalling-Dowerio, with a.
length of 15 miles, opened on the 4th
December, 1906, we have had to spend
£4,311. On the Wagin-Dumnbloyang,
25 miles, we have spent £O,110. On th&
Arrnadale-Jandakot, 10 miles, £1,500;
on the Green hills-Quiaading, 31 miles,
£-528.

The Minister for Works: And now it
is not a line.

The PREMIER : No.. it will have to
be done eventually. The list continues--
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,On the Coolgardie-Widgiemool 'tha,
51 wiles, we have spent £1,880; on the
-Hope toun-Ravdn sthorpe, 34 miles, £,2,-
-240; on the Toodyay-Bolgart, 24 miles,
£591; on the Pinjarra-Dwellingup, 1.5
miles, £7,607.
Mr. Lewis: A man lost his life on that.

The PREMI1ER : Yes, that is so. Then
we have also-

The Goomalling-Wongan W-ilts line,
of 34 miles, on which we spent £6,075,
and the Dowerin-Merredin, 97 miles,
E5,549.

These make d total of lighbt, cheap rail-
ways built by our friends opposite of 386
miles, and an expenditure by the Rail-
way Departmuent-which we have had to
find to bring them uip to a condition fit
for carrying tin tile, of £46,460.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Is that for sleepers
and balast, or sleepers alone q

The PEEMITER : Principally for
earth works.

Hon, J. M1itchell: What about your
own lines ?

The PREMIER: I will give you the
exact amounts. There was required for
re-sleepuring 110,430, and for ballasting
and formnation £E35,153, and £877 for
equipment, making- a total of £46,460 ex-
peuded oii those liaes-echenp lines, it is
true, from- the point of view of the orig-
inal cost of construction, but dear lines
fromt the point of view of the State hav-
ing to ind such a large sumn Of money.
And this does niot complete the work,
either. I estimate that it will require
another £40,000 before those lines are
put into the condition of the lines we are
building to-day and handing over to the
Railway Departmecnt. Let me remind
you (if this: the Narrogin-Wiekepin rail-
way is ai section of the Narrogin-Merre-
din line. When we had the Parliamen-
ary delegation visiting Western Austra-
lia I1 arranged for a special train to
meet themn at Albany and take them
through1 the wheat country, that they
mnight see the possihilities of our agricul-
tural industry; and I arranged with the
Railway Department to take thenm to Nar-
rogin and thenee across to Merredin and
bring themn down the Eastern line.
Everything progressed all right until it

was discovered that while we could take
-them,. over the Wickepin-Merredin sec-
tion, then actually under construction,
the Commnissioner of Railways would not
take the responsibility of carrying them
over the Narrogin-Wickepin section. He
refused to do this. This was one of the
cheap lines -which our friends opposite
boast abouLt.

Mr. S. Stubbs: What does the con-
strUtCtion1 cost per mile nowadays ?

The PREMIER P : It is less than the
cost of the lines constructed by our
friends opposite when those lines are
brought up to the saine standard as the
lines we arc handing over to-day. The
Engineer in Charge for the Works Dle-
partmneit, who cannot be charged with
political bias, made a statement there
and signied his name to it. The words
were not put into his mouth by time Min-
is ter, but he spoke as Engineer in Charge.

M1r. S. Stuhihs: The railways,. then.
cost £3,000 a mnile?

The PREMIER ; It depends on thme
country. We Lise 60 lb. rails generally,
and my friends opposite were building
oakl withI 40 lb. rails, so flint their exc-
pendil ure would be very muctih lighter on
rails than ours.

Mr. 'Wisdom: You1 SlOldd give Is a
statement of figures.

Time PRtE3ILER: I am going- to give
you figures. The leader of the Oppu-
Siion asserted that we were squandering
the people's mnoney. One of the grounds
for the charges. was in comnection with
our construction of railwayrs. The actual
squandering, if ammy did take pilace, was
not due to this administration. We have
had to find the money that thme leader of
the Opposition was responsible for our
squandering, if it could be charged against
is. The.) are responsible for iny having
had to find a sum of mone 'y represented
by;£46,000 for the charges of carrying on
w~orkcs which lie started but which lie
never comlelted. Is that s-quaniderinig
the public money?

Mr. S. Stubbs: Was that found out
of revenue, or out of loan?

The PREMIER: That is nothing to
do withi it. The money had to be found
all the same. It does not make any dif-
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ference where it comes from, if it comes
out all the same in the long run, for
the State does not exist merely for a
year or so, as some men's businessess
exist for only a few year, but the State
exists for all time. If we are building
railways, it is folly for us to build a
light railway which has to be rebuilt in,
say, two or three years after it is handed
over. It is bad management, and while
it mnay hie said that by so doing we are
building our lines cheaper, as a matter
of tact the Stale eventually discover-
that its railways aire dear. The present
Government have constructed their lines
with ati eye to the future lather than
oly.) to the imamediate present. The
charge of squandering money has often
been uiraed against tis GYoverniment. That
charge has nothing in it, and I have
asked the leader of the Opposition on
several occasions to bring some evidencea
as to any unjustifiable expenditure dur-
ing, the past three years. but, with the
exception of one or two items in coiinec-
lion with the trading- concerns, they have
failed to touch on any items of import-
anace. Those itemis they have complained

abuimount to nothing after all. Thle
hon. gentlemen opposite complained
about our expenditure of 10 million,
but tIhe whole of our expenditure upon
trading concerns which we have put into
operation during the, last three years
woukld not total more than £245,000, out
of this 10 millions. What. T ask,. about.
the balance. tile 934 millions which they
say we have squandered? They fail to
answer. A~ little while afterwards the
leader of thle Opposition proceeded on
the basis that we are not squandering
enough, that we are not spending enough
money arv i nd he w~ants us to spend more.
Take the dock which hie built at Fre-
mantle for political purposes. Then
again, there were thle smelting works that
Ihey' purchased nt of State funds,
handed over to a company and practic-
ally, ruined the Phillips River field. What,
too, had been done about the opening up
of a harbour at Nordalup Tnlet? In the
course of his remarks the leader of the
Opposition complained about the non-
construction of a number of rail-

ways of which I had never heard. There
are quite a number of others that
should have been constructed longv
since, .and he never touched upoin
them at all. I have never yet
been given any evidence to the effect
that we have been squandering public
money or in what direction. As a mat-
ter of fact, we have not to-day been able
to complete thie work that Wvas promnised
by my friends opposite.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You should have
done so.

The PR.EAJ LB.R: Thiere is a tremen-
dous difference between Mlr. Mlitchell and
the leader of the Opposition in regard
to thle expenditure of public funids. Dlur-.
ing the last three years there has been
anl expenditure of .1.0 millions, and there
has been no squandering in :any direetion.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What have you done
with thle money!

The PRE2IIER: I have not finished
yet. The leader of the Opposition wishes
to lend one to suppose that we have no-
thing to show for the money. 'We have
the Workers' Hfomes for one thing--

Hon. J. Mitchell: Of course you have..
The PREMXIER: 1 say we have the

Workers' Homes to show for it, which
schemne has involved an expenditure of
something like £C600,000. Of course, from
the attitude of our friends opposite this
money hans been squandered.

Hon. J. Mitchell. No, it has not.
The PREMIER: At last T havc an

admission from my friends opposite.
This has nlot been a squandering of
money. That is all right. As a matter
of fact, we had not expended 10 millions
of money. The loan expenditure up to
the end of March last amounted to
£7,584,703, which included a balance of
£C78.3,365 up to September, 191.1, against
a balance of £410,7899 on hland to the
31st Mfarch last. Of this suim something
like £345,000 had beeni utilised in the
provision of workers' hiomes. The ex-
penditure on railways was £3,400,109. 1
hope the member for Northam is listen-
ing. Is that squandering money? Is it
a -wasteful expenditure9 I am waiting
for an answer.
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Member: The member for Northam is
riot in his seat.

The PREMIER: I wish he would re-
turn to his seat and answer my ques-
tions. I am trying to point out to the
hbon. member somethinig definite. There
has, I say, also been an expenditure of
£3,400,109 o1] railways. Is that another
example of squandering? That included
£520,501 on additions and improvements
upon opened railways. The Dwellingup-
Hotham extension had £C46,011 spent on it,
and land resumptions £251,369. If that
was squandering, my friends opposite were
responsible for it, for they resuimedl the
land, and we had to find the money. Thea,
there are -- Water Supplies £143,638, the
Wiekepin-Merredia. line £151,355, Won-
,gal] Hills-Mlullewa liae £C203,377, the
Boyup-Kojonup line £32,602, Brookton-
Kunjinn line £E22_850, the Electric Power
Stationi £19.000. the ireenongh to Quair-
ading- linle £54,760, Katanning-Nampup
line 145.401. Northampton to Ajona line
£65 '290, the survey of new lines £23,108,
the Tanibell up-Ongerup line £78,769, the
Wagin-Dflanbleynug extension £23,847,
and the Villiminning-Kondinin line
£23,847. the Wyn leatehem-M mint Afar-
shall live 499,475, Line Port Hedland-
Marble lBar line £36,236. These igures
do not include rails and fastenings, or
rolling stock. Thle amiount of expenditure
upon Iliese is as follows :-Rails and fas-
tening-s £C226,979, and on rolling stack
98.59.293. Is that money squanderedV
Have we nothing to show for our expendi-
tare of that money '1 Is it not a fact
that during the ternm of office of the
leader of the Op position, when they only
had a harvest of 5 million bushels, corn-
plaints were nuimerous because the Rail-
way Department could not cope with
this harvest within a reasonable time. Is
it not a fact that in 1914, when the har-
vest was 13 / million bushels-

Hon. Frank Wilson: It was all a Lib-
eral hrTvest.

The PREMIER: Ila! ha! With a
harvest of 131/ million bushels by a wise
and judicious expenditare of loan moneys
we on our side were able to meet the
demands consequent upon this great har-
vest without a sinrl3 complaint being

heard. We have shifted that record har-
vest without complaint.

Mr. Harper: With facilities provided
for you by a Liberal Government.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Tell us about the
State steamers, and the brick works, and
the quarries, and the money which has
been squandered there, and tell uis about
your costs for railway construction.

The PREMIER: That is a question
I na asking the leader of the Opposition
to answer, It is due to the people that
hie slhould answer it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I will answer it
all night.

Tile PREMIER: The leader of the Op-
position continues to make an assertion
that we are squandering loan funds.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are. abso-
lntely.

T1he PREMIER: I1n what direction? Is
that squandering suonovi Have wve no-
thin-, to show for the expenditure of
£3,400,000 in railway construction and
eqiuipment', The lion. memuber is silent
on that point. The suim of £4,000,000
lias been accounted for already by work-
ers' homnes and railways. Then we have
found something like £C500,000 for the
purchase of a Perth tramnway system.
Will the leader of the Opposition claim
f1nal this money' was squandered also?
Tlhey had only to say, when the pro-
posal first caie before the Hou~se, that
they disagreed with the expenditure of
this money. Did they say this?

?Ilr. Harper: You bought the trains.
too dear.

The PRtEMIELI: The hon. members of
the Opposition should have said so -when
the matter was first brought up) for con-
sideration. The leader of the Opposition
admitted at the timue Ihat tlhe matter was
all right, He said, on behalf of the party
he represents, that it was all right, and
gave his support to the Bill, There was
no opposition whatever in this Chamber.
It is true, however, that a member in an-
other place had raised some opposition
to it. It was not because the price was
too high, but because it -was considered
inadvisable to spend this sum of money
in the capital of the State. He was up
against any expenditure in Perth of pub-
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lie funds, in the interests of the country
party.

Mr. Harper: I am glad you admit
that.

lion. Frank Wilson: That is decen-
tralisation.

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition asked me to order rolling
stock. On the 3rd September, 1911,
there were 820 locomc~tives for traffic in
the State. The previous Government had
ordered 68 locomotives, but not one of
them has arrived-mnaking a total 6f
roughly 390 locomotives.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Some of them
were landed.

The PREMIER: None had arrived.
Hon, Frank 'Wilson: You are wrong

there.
The PREMIER: Not at all. On the

31st March, 1914, the~re were 417 loco-
mnotives in traffic and 10 on order, making
a totl of 427. There were 68 locomo-
tives ordered by the previous Govern-
ment, hut paid for by' the present Gov'-
erment, which cost on an average
£E5,000.

Hun. Frank Wilson: Make it £4,000,

The PREMIER: They were ordered
and paid for by the present Government.
In additioii to the 6 there are still 10
,on order, which have niot yet been paid
for, as wvell as 27 which this Government
have brought. into the State. During our
term of office of three years we had to
pay' for and put onl our railway system
no less than 95 new locomotives.

Hon., Frank Wilson: Sixty of them
were ours.

TIhe PREMIER: flow many? There
had niot been a sin~le other locomotive
ordered for ten years. and then hie says
that we are squandering the public money.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why did you not
build them in thle loco, shops at Midland
Junction?

'T le PREMIIER: Why did not the hon.
member mnake provision for building them
there? Whyv did he order 68 locomo-
tives, instead of building- them there him-
self ?

Ron. Frank Wilsoct: You charge me
-with not building them there.

The PREMIER: Because you could
not do so. Because you made no pro-
vision for doing, so. We were uip against
a proposition that we could not wait until
we were in a position to have the loco-
motives built at Midland Junction. We
had to get our locomotives at the earliest
possible date in order to cope with the
harvest and keep) our railway system in
working order, We %inuld not consider
the question of mianufacturing- the loco.-
motives here, and therefore we had to
procure them elsewhere.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Whiy then charge
me with not building them then?

Sitting suspended fronm 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The PREIMIER: Before tea I was
dealing wvith (hie charge levelled by the
leader of the Opposition that this Gov-
ermunent had squandered 10 millions dur-
ing its terin of office, and was endeavour-
ing to obtain seine idea from our friends
opposite just in what direction this
squandering had taken place. I men-
tioned a number of items, bat so far have
not received an answer to my questions.
.1 mentioned items on which money has
been spent so that my friends opposite
mlight have the opportunity of withdraw-
ilig thle chiarge of squandering which they
have made. The lest item I mentioned
was thie putrchase of thre Perth tramway
.syslem, and I asked whether the Opposi-
tion had offered any objection to that
purchase, and whether in their opinion
that was money squandere.d.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You paid far too
much for the trains.

'rhme PREMIER: That is rather a he-
Waedi opinion to express. Thle matter was
here for consideration by Parliament
when the Bill was being discussed, but I
heard no complainis.

Hen. J. Mitchell: Oh, yes, you did.

The PREIER: At least they were
niot sufficient to cause members opposite
to vote against the second reading of the
Bill, or its, passage through Committee.
In any case the statement that we paid
too much for the system is not borne out
by the earnings during the past 12
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months. The tramways have been oper-
ated most successfully, and have shown
a handsome profit after paying interest
and sinking fund charges. As we im-
prove the system and also provide for
the purchase of current at a cheaper rate
than at the present time, so the profit
will increase. That profit is being pro-
'vided after the expenditure of a fair sum
of money in the direction of belated re-
pairs which will not be an annual charge
against the system when it is in proper
order. We have spent £200,000 on the
introduction ot immigrants into Western
Australia. I suppose that too, in the
opinion of the leader of the Opposition,
is money squandered, and while they talk
in generalities about the squandering of
money they complain at the same time
that the expenditure has not been greater.
On the Agricultural Bank we spent
£621,000. Although the total has not been
found in real cash, that action, I take it,
is held by the Opposition to be money
squandered, but when we hear them
speaking with another voice in the coun-
try, they complain that we have not found
sufficient money in that direction. We
expended £C40,000 on implement works.
That, too, I suppose, will be regarded by
our friends opposiie as money squandi-
ered. I notice they are very silent when
I am trying to piff them down to some-
thing- definite.

Iloa. Frank Wilson: You are labouring.

TIhe PREMIER: No, 1. am not. I am
just givinl itm un~~pon which money has
been expended. and I wvant to know
whet her on any of these items money has
been squandered. The expenditunre of

£410,000 on the establishment of implement
works will mean the manufacture of im-
plenients at a reduced cost, and the reten-
tion of so much more money in the
pockets of the farmer without costing
the taxpay' er a single penny, and mean-
ing, as it will, the employment of many
men in the manufacture of these imple-
ments which in the past have almost ex-
clusively' been imported from America or
the other States of the Commonwealth.
Is that money squandered, or is it money
wisely expended!

Hon. J. Mitchell : What was the
£40,000 spent on?

The PREMvIER: On plant, buildings,
and generally. Then we expended £6,03
on nationalising the ferry service between
Perth and South Perth. That, too, I
suppose, is money squandered. My friends
opposite may be able to tell that to people
in some parts of the country, but I doubt
whether it would be believed in South
Perth -where the action of the Government
is much appreciated. We expended
£140,000 on public buildings during our
term of three years. I admit it is not as
much as. was spent in previous years, and
the same thing may be said in connection
with roads and bridges, under which
heading £57,510 was spent, but wve have
provided more funds from revenue than
was done previously.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Out of the deficit
you mean.

The PREAHET?: Never mind, we
found the money. On the development of
agriculture we spent £501,666, which in-
cluded £100,000 for abattoirs, cold stor-
.age depot, grain sheds and sale yards.
and £24,066 for the purchase of the
Harvey estate. I suppose our Criends
opposite will regard that as money
squandered. We expended £681.000 in
the provision of water supplies and
sewerage. That included £314,000 for
Peril, and Fremantle. £04,000 for pro-
viding, water supplies in the agricultural
districts, £79,000 in connection with the
metropolitan water supply, C81.000 for
extensions in agricultural districts, and
£E50,000 for supplying the town of
Albany with water.

Mr. Leader: It is all wanted.

The PREMIER: It is a miatter of
being able to convince your supporters
that you are handling the finances success-
fully. Listening to the criticism of our
friends opposite one would think that be-
cause we spent more money than they
did, that we have squandered it. I have
mentioned these various items to show in
what direction we have "squandered"
money.
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I The Minister for Mines: They have
tbeen silent since you have been mention-
ing the items.

The PREMIUER: Quite so. On har-
bour and river improvements we spent,
£32,151.

Ron. J, Mitchell:- And on the clock?

The PREMIER: Including £C201;749
on the dock. The lion. member ought
not to mention the dock. We spent what
we did quickly in order to prove tb-it
the scheme of lion, members opposite in
rTegard to that dock was a farce. On
improvements generally we spent £37,4829;
and onl North-West jetties, £16,700. Onl de-
-velopment of gold fields we expended
£187,000. This last item includes deve'.-
opment of mining, £74,000; State bar-
teries, £44,000; Eastern goldfields (mostly
,water supply), £45,000; the Murchison
and Peak Hill goldfields, £20,000. I f
that be money which has been squandered.
I would refe thle bon. member to the
gold returns for the last year.

Elon. J, 2ilchell: The last six months.
The PREMIER: The returns for thle

last six months are easily explained. The
falling off was largely due to the fire
in tile Ivanhoe Minle, the introduction oi!
a new plant at Ora Banda, and such
other eases as that. Last year, how-
ever, there was a sabstantial increase InI
tile output of gold as compared with the
precediiig years. notwithstanding the inag-
nificent policy of our friends opposite
in. those yealrs. This money has been
wvell and wisely expended onl the develop-
ment of the goldfields. We come now
to those points which will cause our
friends to wake Ill). On the saw mills in
the karri forests we spent £137,716. We
also expended £105,000 on the Stale
steamiship sen-ice in the North-West.
Again. I ask, was that money squan-
dered ? Onl State hotels we expended
£E25,239. and on brick yards £9,120. On
the milk supply we exlpendcd £4.,85; and
ion the purchase of land at Nedlands for
the purpose of the university £1Q,585.

-"These are the items which go to make
-up the seven odd millions which -we have
expended during our term of office, and
before our friends continue to repeat the

statement that the money has been squan-
dered it is clearly their duty to see iij
what direction they would refuse to
spend the money had they the oppor-
tunity of doing so. The leader of the
Opposition referred to the harbour
schemes which have been submitted to
various authorities during the recent
months, and hie complained that the plans
had not been presented to the House.
WVe, however, do not submit the plans
to Parliament until they are adopted. We
follow a course different from that r~f
our fri ends opp osit e; we recognise that be-
fore definitely adopting a scheme, every
possible inforination should be obtained,,
and after securing departmental reports
we conunt the ])eople concerned, and[
having had thle plans carefully consid-
ered by the people who are able lo speak
from a local point of view, we found
that in each case they were adopted. The
plans in connection with the Bunbury
harbour were submitted to, the people
of Bnnbni-y and adopted by them, and

ifour friends opposite had read the
newspapers they would have found that
the people of Thinbury much appreciated
the action of the Government in provid-
inig what were recognised as essential bar-
h)onr improvements. Then again, we did
much the tsame inl connection with Al-
bany, and I learn that the member fur
Albany (Mr. Price) has been roundly
congratulated by the people of that
Southern port. He luts received a num-
ber of wires asking him to convey to
the Ministry the thanks of the people
of that port. Mr. Mfeeks. the ;,iecretary
of the Chamber of Commerce, wired t--
)-fr. Price-

Chamber of Commerce congratulates
you Oil thle suess , of your efforts and
delighted that their faith in Govern-
ment carrying out harbour works just-
fled. Wire prospects re harbour board.

Brlarmielt. an ax-Liberal member of
this House, andi president of the Chamber
of Commerce, wired to Mr. Price-

Accept congratulations Premier and
SellF news wired Yesterday, personally
never doubted.

That gentleman always recognised that
whenever we put our hands to the plough
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we would see the end through. We pro-
mised the people harbour facilities in
order to give the Great Southern dis-
tricts their proper outlet and we propose
to keep faith with them. We did ex-
actly the same in connection with Bun-
bury, and not only have we submitted
the planis to the harbour board there,
but we are commencing the construction
of a line from Wagin to connect with
the Collie-Narrogin railway, whk-h will
bring this district nearer to a port and
assist the settlers in that area.

Mr. Harper: What about the Fre-
mantle harbour?

Ron. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : You will hear enough about that
yet.

The PREMIER: In regard to the
criticism of the State steamship service,
I will not delay bon. members by going
through the whole matter again, but I
would like to draw attention to the fact
that we recently had an election for one
of the provinces of the Legislative Coun-
cil. which was contested by three candi-
dates in the persons of an e-Liberal
Minister, the Hon. J. D. Connolly, a
mayor of Midlaiid Junction, _31r. Robin-
son, and an ex-member of this Chamber,
in the person of Mr. J. J. Holmes.

Ron. J. Mitchell: And a Labour man,
too.

The PREMIER: Yes, three candidates
and a commercial traveller. If members
of the Opposition look the trouble to read
the newspapers, they would find that the
hon. Mr. Holmes, who was successful in
that election, had] something to say in
connection Willh the Slate steamship ser-
vice. It was of a nature which does that
gentlemnan credit, and it also providesl a
definite answ-er to the criticism of mem-
bers of the Opposition.

Hon. J. 'Mitchell: He had a Royal
Commission to inquire into the service.

The PREMIER: Not only were we
committed to the State steamship service,
but the leader of the Opposition also was
committed to it.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Oh, no.
The PREMIER: It is so and the re-

ference can be found in the famous
Queen's Hall speech, where evidently the

hon. member spoke without notes, and
trusted to memory. In the report of
that speech I find the following statement
under the heading "The meat ring"-pro-
bably the hon. member had become con-
vinced that a meat ring existed-

Cheapening food supplies. A steamer
would be put on the North-West trade
when a steady supply of fat cattle
could be obtained and slaughtered.

I take it that this speech has been ap-
proved of and issued by the leader of
the Opposition. We can never tell ex-
actly what our friends on the Opposition
side mean, but surely that statement is
definite enough. The hon. member has
been denying that hie promised to supply
a State steamer.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No.
The PREMIER: The lion, member for

Northam only a minute since denied it.
Hon. Frank Wilson: You are twisting

things.
The PRE-MIER: 1 will read it again-

A steamer would be put on the
North-West trade, when a steady sup-
ply of fat cattle could be obtained and
slaughtered,

This announcement was followed by ap-
pla use.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Finish tine para-
graph.

Hon. J. Mlitchell: Your steanier has
improved on that. It slaughters the cattle
before they get here.

The PREMIER: Outside of the fact
that the Opposition were pled~ged to Stale
steamers, we have more recent evidence of
the fact that a Stale stealushil) service
wvas essential to the Nonrlh-West portion
of the State. 'ftne hion.I . Holmes,
after being returned at the election, gave
an interviewv to a rep~resentativec of the
Carnarvon Times and lie definitely stated
that lie was satisfied his victory was due
to the fact that hie, of all the candidates,
was the only one who had supported the
State steamuship service. The result of
this ejection is. rather interesting, in view
of the fact that under the preferential
voting an ex-lMinister, who had just re-
signed his seat for the Goldfields, by
which he recognised the futility' of ever
again attempting to enter Parlianent-
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The Attorney General: It garrotted
him.

The PREMIER: Garrotted is hardly
justified.

The Minister for Mines: Squeezed him
out.

The PREMIER: The e-Liberal Min-
ister and Mr. Robinson both stood largely
on the cry against the State steamship
service. It is true that Mr. Holmes criti-
cised the management of the service, but
be committed himself to support the con-
tinuance of the State steamers to the
North-West. Mr. Holmes pointed out
that if the Government were justified in
building spur railways in agricultural
districts, railways which bad been run-
ning at a loss for the purpose of develop-
ing those areas, we were equally justified
in putting on a State steamship service to
the North-West to enable that portion of
the State to be linked uip with thle met-
ropolis. The hion. gentleman might have
clinched his remarks by drawing attention
to the fact that in 1912-1913 our spur
railway' s in the agricultural districts-
where it is supposed we have been doing
nothing to help the man on the land-
showed a loss of E47,S7S on the year's
operations. but because there is a slight
loss on the State steamship service, 'ye
are told that we are doing something
wrong.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What freights are
you charging

The PREMvIER: Tlle existing freights.
I desire furthcr to point out that on fer-
tilisers carried over the railway system to
assist the development of the agricultural
areas the loss was £27,594, or a total loss
for the year of over £70,000, in the in-
terests of the agriculturists, and because
-we show a slight loss on the State steam--
ship service to the North-West, we are
roundly condemned by the Opposition.
Our State steamship service is so popular
that bad we bad another steamer we could
easily have flled her this season, so great
was the demand for space.

Hon. Frank Wilson: When are you
going to make a profit?

The PREMIER: Never mind about
;the profit. I will deal with that later.

The management of the service have
asked us to obtain another steamer.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And to sell one.
The PREMIER: Naturally.
Hon. Frank Wilson: What price do

you want?
The PREMIER: If the hion. member,

as a business man, makes a firm offer,
we may come to terms.

Mr. Bolton: No agents, principals
only, no commissions.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about
£5,000, to break her up as scrap iron?

The PREMIER: Before the advent
of State steamers-perhaps the member
for the district may not be aware of this
fact, although he appreciates the service
-the producers outside of Kimberley had
no possible chance.

Ron. J. Mitchell: Derby and Broome
sent cattle down at that time.

The PREMIER: I am telling the hion.
memb~er the facts. In 1911-12. before the
State steamship service operated, ouly .537
bullocks were shipped from Port Hedland
whereas in 1912-13, after the State steami-
ship service began operationR, no ]Mver
than 6,105 head were shipped from Port
H-edlund. We have reduced the freight
on cattle from Kimberiey from £4 to £2
10s. per head. A sumn of £4 1,er head was
asked by the charterers of the steamers
which previously traded to the North-
West when we desired them to bring- dowvn
cattle from the aborigines station. Wve
are now bringing them down for £E2 10s.
a head for the producers in the North-
Wecst. In consequence of these facilities
provided by the State steamship service,
Kimberley cattle have advanced 10s. per
bead in price.

Hon. J. MRitchell: That is good for the
Perth market.

The PREMIER: As a result of the
service we have actually put £1,500 in
hard cash into the pockets of every Kim-
berley producer who has shipped 750
head of cattle.

Eon. J. Mitchell: How do you make
that out, at 10s. per head?

The PREMIER: I amn giving the
figures. As a result of the service we
have actually put £1,500 hard cash into
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the pockets of each Kiiuberley p)roducer
who has shipped 750 head of cattle.

Hon Frank Wilson : The cattle kings,
yes.

The PREMER: Previously Port
fledland cattle were sacrificed at £3 per
head; now they are bringing £E5 10s, and
still we are sellii Ag checap meat. The lion.
mnember for Northam may laugh. We
have benefi c both the prolducer and the
consumer and, had it not been for the

Statesleaif.)i service, I venture to say
we would be paying famine prices for
our meat.

Hon. J. Mlitchell: So we are; we could
not pay more.

The PREMIER: If the hion. member
canl find reasons for laughing and for
makingr flippant remarks, it 11ay be in
keeping with the policy of his party. I
amn giving the word of one who spoke
with a knowledge of the subject. We
have suffered considerably from drought
in time north-western portion of this State
during the past three 'years andt under
the shipping conditions prevailing prior
o the in auguirat ion of thle State steam-

ships. nueat would undoubtedly have been
considerably dearer to-day than it was
at tine time "'e took office, as at result
of tine dry seasonia and the scarcity oL
stock. But what are time facts qI have
a copy of thie Quarterly Labour Bulletin,
which will be a u iglitmare to the lion, mem-
ber. It is publlislied by Knibbs. In it is a
return of thie cost of living in Australia.
Thlere is an index number for each group
front January to Marci compared with
1912. The price in 1912 is shown by the
index number of 3,000 and any rise or
fall is indicated[ above or below that
fig-ure. For New South Wales the index
fig~ure was 1,000 in 1912 and by March.
1 914 meat had risen to 1,090. In Vic-
toria it. had risen to 1,030; inQensad
to 1,078; in South Australia, 1,158; and
in Tasmania to 1,047; while in Western
Australia it had declined to 974. In
every othcr State of the Commonwealth
there has been a considerable increase
in the price of meat since 1912 and West-
ern Australia is the only State which
has shown a reduction and it is a fairly
substantial reduction, too.

Air. S. Stuhbs: The. butchers say they
are all broken.

Mr. Thomas: That is only bluff.
The PREMIER: It is not so many

mnonths since the market was wvell sup-
plied with stock and some butchers,
whlether they (lid it by putting their-
hleads together, or not, I (10 not know,
opened a shop or two in the mnetropoli-
tan area at which they sold meat at- a
slight reduction on our prices at the
meat stall. Then they came to uts and
wanted to know why we did not reduce
thle price. They' said, ''The Government
are keeping uip the price and yet they
talk about reducing it." We took no
notice of them but realised what wvould
happen, and as a result we can to-day
continue to sell at the old price without
showing any loss to the community, be-
cause we foresaw what would happen and
we made provision; and the butchers axe
nowv holding inidignant meetings. I know
of no subject which has received so mutch
consideration at the hands of ''mother
of tenl," and such like correspondents
during the last three months as has the
price of meat and the condemnation of
the Government meat stall by tile but-
chlers.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Is it a fact that you ara
buying meat at 7d. and selling it at 5d.
per lb ?

The PREMIER: No. Thle leader of
the Opposition stated that we were buy-
ing- mutton at lOid. per lb. This is ab-
soilitely incorrect. We have never
bought mutton at 10d. per Ilb. The price
we paid has been about 6'/jd. after al-
lowing for the value of tie ski,,, and we
have been selling it at 5d to 7d., and
averaging the whole lot it has been just
about paying.

Mr. S. Stubbs: The butchers allege that
vou are buying it at 6d. and selling it
at 7d. per lb.

The Minister for Mlines: Do you be-
lieve themn ?

The PREMITER : I am not concerned
with wvhat the butchers are saying, but
I am concerned regarding thle results we
have achieved. There is evidence that
since 1912, when the price of meat was
at an index figure of 1,000, Western Aus-
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tiralia under a Labour Administration and
by the introduction of the State Steam-
s hip service to the North-West, notwith-
standing the scarcity of stock and
the had season, has experienced a
.reduction in the price of meat.
AUl the other States have shown a fairly
substantial rise. Having touched so far
on the question of food supply, may I
wiake a further quotation?9 We have a
return here showing the price of house
rent and cost of living indexed under
each capital town during 1911-1914. The
year 1911 is the year our friends were last
in office, after we had had five years of
Ihis beneficent liberal rule. Five years of
that beneficent rule left us in this posi-
tion. Whatever the price of commodities
then, groceries, food, and rent, have been
taken for the purpose of comparison as
1,000; and the other States have been
placed in exactly the same position, on that
index figure of 1,000. It is so with the price
of groceries, food, and rent in Sydney.
They moved up from 1,000 to 1,165; in
Melbourne, to 1,122; in Brisbane, to
1,06S; in Adelaide, to 1,057; and in Ho-
bart, to 1,107: whilst in Western Aus-
tralia they have dropped to 987. Western
Australia is the only State in the Corn-
nionwenith where there has not been an
increase in the cost of living during the
three years, and where, as a matter of fact,
there has been a slight reduction.

Mr. Taylor: You arranged that.

The PREMIFER: The Commonwealth
Statistician must have known we were
coming into office. Now, let me quote an-
other return. This deals with the pur-
chasing power of money, in each year
from 1901 to 11914, in each Australian
capital town-what would have cost on
the average £C1. I do not know why Mr.
.Knibbs should have selected 1911, hut
this is rather interesting: May I point
out here that Mr. Knibhs has hased it
on the average for the whole of the Com-
monwealth in 19117 He has taken what
would purchase on the weighted average
throughout the Commonwealth, and at
that time it required in Perth 22s, 6id.
Notwithstanding the difficulties we have
passed through, the trying period every-
-body knows the past three years to have

been, notwithstanding the shortage of
meat in the North-West in particular, and
the fact that we have as well had large
quantities of importations of food from
the Eastern States, where prices have also
.risen, the purchasing power of the sov-
ereign in Western Australia has been in-
creased-what in 1912 cost 23s. now cost-
ing only 22s. 7d.-while every other State
has shown a considerable decrease in that
purchasing power. The figures given by.
Knibbs are as follow;

Amounts necessary on the average to
purchase in Capital Towns what would
have cost on the average £1 in 1911 in
the Capitals as a whole.

Year. 1911. 1913.t
Sydney .. 20s. 7d. .. 23s. 7d.
Melbourne 19 ls. Od. .. 21s. Id.
Brisbane .. Ss. 4d. 19 ls. 4d.
Adelaide .. 21s, 2d. .. 22s. 8d.
Hobart 1.9s, Id. .. 21s. 2d.
ti-%ean of first nine months.

Western Australia is the only State again
in which the purchasing power of the
siovereign has increased.

Hlon. J. Mitchell: They do not say that
in the Arbitration Court, you know.

The PRE 2iLER: 1. am not dealing with
t he Arbitration Couirt just nOW. I am
dealing -with the criticism of the leader of
the Opposition. Ina Western Anstralia
it now requires 22s. 3d. to purchase what
could be purchased in any other part of
the Commonwealth for £1. It is shown
that in l0ll, the year when our friends
left office, on the weighted average for the
Commonwealth being fixed at £C1, it re-
qulired 26s. lid. in Perth. We have re-
duced that; and it is another illustration
of the bringing about of that blue ruin
which our friends talk about, when the
average of 20s. lid, is reduced to 24s.
lid. It has been reduced by 2s., while
in every other State, without exception,
it has gone up.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Where have all the sav-
ings gone to!I They are not in the Banks.

The PREMIER: It is very evident that
our friend from Wagin is not a share-
holder in the Western Australian Bank,
or he would appreciate the fact that, not-
withstanding our trying time, that Bank
has been able to distribute a 20 per cent.
dividend. However, I ate coming to the
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aspect of banking directly. Perhaps the
figuires I have given might be accepted
as concluisive that our administration dur-
ing- the last three years has been effective.
WVe have not been talking about things; we
have (lone themn; and we did them so
speedily, we got to work so promptly inl
these matters, that it did not require six
years-as mly friend, the leader of the
Opposition aditlted onl Thursday even-
ing in respect to his Administration-to
-feel the hcnefit of it. It took six years,
he said, to feel the benefit of Liberal ad-
ministration, but it has taken only three
years to feel thle benefit, in a very effective
manner, of Labour administration. Those
are figures which I believe are conclusive,
and wvill be accepted by the general pub-
lie, being issued by 3%1. Knibbs. who is
not concerned in party polities, and, I
suppose, does not care very much about
what is transpiring in Western Australia.
Let mne deal, too, with the State trading-
eon('erns. I was" dealing -with thle ques-
tion of the steamners, when ' naturally, thle
question oF the price of mneat comes into
consideration ; hut may I also explain
that,. so far as thle Stale steamers are con-
cerned, it must be recognDised that at the
outset of any service there are sure to
he losses-? It is possible even in thie best
regulated conmpanies' services to finld the
retention of a steamer not suitable for a
particular trade:. thle steamier itself being
quite all righit, though not suitable for the
particular trade. That is exactly -vhatt has
happened in the case of the "Western
Autstral ial-a maga ifleeut steamer, ad-
mi-ably suitahie from the point of view
of 'tile wieat her conditions prevailing on
our North-West coast;, a steamer of
which we inever need have the slightest
fear as to her getting out of any difll-
culty. She is not a steamer particularly
well fitted for passenger traffic, but she is
very well adapted for the conditions pre-
vailing onl the North-'West coast. Being
built for trading conditions prevailing in
many other parts of the world, the steam-
er has to take in sufficient coal at Fre-
mantle to enable her to proceed along the
coast to Wyndham and a-s far as Derby
in the Northern Territory, without re-
plenishing her buinkers at any port en
route.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Every steamer has
to do that.

The PREMIER: No. Steamers going
onl to Singapore can get supplies of coal
there to bring them back.

Hon. J1. Mitchell: All the cattle boats
do it.

Thle PREMIER: The "Western Aus-
tralia" is not merely a cattle boat. She
is not a cattle boat.

lion. J,. Mitchell: I know that.

Thie PR-EMIER : Thle large quantity of
coal whlich tile "Western Australia" has
to carry) leaves only a very limited space
available for general cargo. Tha natur-
ally makes her rather a losing concern
from the immediate profit point of vriew.
]But is that the only aspect we have to con-
qider? Should1 we not consider the p~eople
who are pioneering the North-Western
portion of thle State-a territory in itself
ais large as some of the Eastern States of
Austr-alia-are their interests not to be
considered at all? Are only the interests
of Perth to be considered, or should we
give consideration to the development of
thle interests of that huge territory? I
ami not speaking only of this loss in con-
nect ion with the State steamship service,
hut I am taking into consideration the ne-
cess"ity' for extending our railway system
to those areas for thle pur-pose of advane-
ig them. Thle hon. mnember olYposite may
laugh. He is interested only in a few
parts of the State, where hie has a few-
private interests. But I am concerned
with thle interests of thle whole of the
State. That is what we claimed at the
etections, and what I claim stitl: that the
great difference between the policy of our
friends opposite and the policy of this
party is that we consider the interests of
the whole of the State, from Euclat in the
South to Wynd hamn in the North; and I
Fay 'ye are justified in tosing- even more.
money than we have lost in doing wvhat we
have done for thle advancement of the
NYorth-Wes, justified in continuing on
similar lines. We hope to open up the
North by further railway communication
at an early date.

Ron. J. M'itchell: Von have not got any
more money, to lose.

The PREMIER:- The hon. member
need not worry about more money. Our
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friends opposite told thle electors that
they would be ruined if they returned
Laour candidates, that no money would
he lent to the State if the electors aid
that. _Now, tile point is that the money-
lender took no notice of our friends, who
now comnplain that the financiers lent us
more 1han they should have dlone.

Hon. J. 'Mitchell: At what price/I
The PRE2IER: At better prices than

Liberal leaders secured in any other part
of the xvorld. The hion. member knows.
i t' too. References were made by the
hon. member to our trading concerns,
and to the implement works in particular.
Naturally, the Opposition do not wait
until these works have an opportunity of
getting Onl a, basis where they can be
fairly judged. Our friends opposite rush
in at once, and condemnj these trading
concerns lock, stock, and barrel. The
leader of the Opposition condemned the
manage Cr of the State Implement Works
for bor' ing at a cheap price a quantity of
valuable machinery. Some of that ma-
chinery had been hardly used, and the
whole of it is now g-ivinig splendid ser-
vice.

l1on. Frank Wilson: I condemned the
Government. not the manager. You are
too fond of putting your troubles on to
others.

The PREIER: If thle hon. member
condemned thle Governiment in that econ-
nection, ho condemned the manager as
well. The leader of the Opposition has
continually made the assertion that this
machinery is scrap-iron. Yet lie has to
admnit that he has never been near the
works and knows nothing about them.
Nevertheless, hie "continues to repeat his
opinion, knowing nothing whatever about
the machinery, as to whether it is good,
bad, or indifferent. The lion. member
went to Claremont, accompanied by the
member for Claremont (Mfr. Wisdom),
to a Liberal rally, and on that occasioo
again lie rondly criticised and attacked
the management of the implement works.
However, 'Mr. Davies, the manager, hap-
pened to be present; and, to judgeB by a
report I have here from one of the news-
papers--

H-on. Frank Wilson: The Worker?7

The PREMIER: No. The Nothams
Courier, by the way. I find that the fol-
lowing is reported:-

Mr. Frank Wilson, in the course of
,in address delivered at Claremon-t,
made an attack on the management of
the State imuplertent Works. He as-
serted that the works were being run
at a loss, and implied that the Govern-
ment had put the works in the hands
of an incapable manager. Mr. Wis-
dom. M.L.A., followed his leader w%-ith
ain implication that the works balance-
sheet had been faked to show a profit.
The manager of the works, Mr. Davies,
happened to be at the meeting, and
soug-ht and obtained permission to re-
pl t lo thle two detractors of the State
enterprise. He exposed in detail the
inacuracies of which the two legisla-
tors had been guiltyy and invited them,
or ainy'one -else, to inspect thle shops,
the method of book-keeping, and the
costs account, concluding with the offer
to fnrfeit £50 to any charitable insti-
tution if he could not prove at the end
of the finaincial year, June 30th, 1914,
that thle works hod made a profit; his
figures to be tested by any method pre-
ferred. The mneeting, it is reported,
gave 11r. Davies quiite an ovation at
the conclusion of his speech. Mr.
Wilson then tried to explain that his
remarks were only made in a, Pick-
wvickian sense--
Hon. Frank 'Wilson: It is a wonder-

fuilly* accutrate report. I think he must
have composed it,

The PREtiIER: The report con-
eludes-

mid that he did not imply for one
moment that Mr. Davies was not a
capable marnger.
Hon, Prank Wilson: That report is

totally inaccurate, whoever gave it to
ti icn.

Hon. W. C. Angwin. (Honorai-y Min-
ister) : Those who attended the meeting
ulid not say anything about that.

Bon. 'Frank Wilson: Who reported
this?

The PREM NER: Evidently not a Lib-
eral. Now, dealing with the implement
work;, may I say that we are perfectly
satisfied with the system of accounting
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which has been introduced in connection
with those works! We appointed a
special committee of experts from the
departments for the purpose of drawing
up the costing system, and that system
has been drawn up on such a basis that
there can be no difficulty in arriving at
the actual cost of manufacture of every
implement which is made at the works,
or will ever be undertaken. There will
be no difficulty whatever; and so far as
faking of returns by the manager is con-
cerned, hie has absolutely nothing what-
ever to do with the arranging of that
costing system. It is done outside his
department altogether. Thus he has to
stand oa the actual operation of the fac-
tory and cannot fake his returns in any
way. Perhaps one of the difficulties,
from our friend's point of view, is not
only have we established the implement
works and so come into competition with
some of his combine friends, but we are
also setting an example in paying a rea-
sonable rate of wage to the men em-
ploy' ed. To imagine that we can turn
out our implements at a less cost than the
combines and trusts and pay better
wages, is extremely hurtful to our friends
opposite. The position is that the wages
paidl to the men in our implement works
are 2s. per day better than those paid to
men emtployed in similar wvork in the
Victorian factories. Yet wve are reducing
the cost of the implements to the fanner
by from J0 to 20 per cent. That is one
cause of complaint by the leader of the
Opposit ion and his friends. They recog-
nise that the State can manufacture these
implements and show a profit on the pro-
cess, and supply the implements at re-
duced prices to the farmning community
as against those machines manufactured
by the combines and trusts existing in
America and other places. And at the
same time we are keeping the money in
circulation in Western Auistrallia. These
are some of the matters which I consider
of interest in connection with our trading
concerns. 'Whilst mentioning wages and
cost of living, may I point out that it
has frequently been urged, particularly by
the member for Northam (Hon. J. Mit-
chell) that if we increase the wages of
mena in any industry, we must necessarily

increase the cost of living; and it is as-
sert ed that it increases in greater ratio
until, as a matter of fact, all the increase
in wages will have gone. in the extra cost
of living. During the last three years we
have increased thel wages of men in the
Government service, and we have set the
example to the Arbitration Court, which
has also increased wages. Yet side by
side with these increases there has not
been an increase in the cost of living, or
not to any appreciable extent. There is
the answer to the argument that increased
wvages means increased cost of living. We
have slhowvn that it is possible to increase
Ihe wages and at the same time reduce
the cost of living. The leader of the Op-
position, in referring to the implement
works, touched upon the fact that they
were undertaking other classes of work,
2nd he stated that it was well known in
engineering circles that the class of ma-
chinery necessary for the manufacture of
locomotives was not the class of machin-
cry required for the buildinig of imple-
mnents, and that the building of our har-
bour workshop and making it part and
parcel of tie implement wvorks would be
found to be unwvise in all respects, and
would result in the mixing tip of the cost
of the implements. The machinery pre-
viously engaged in the Harbour Works
Department wvould still be similarly en-
gaged in doing work not in its own de-
pariment. Tt is onl y a matter of admin-
i~tration of the two classes of wvork. The
advantages are that sometimnes the heav-
ier class of miachinery' necessary to the
harbour works will be found at a pinch
to be nvailable and of considerable value
in connection with the implement works,
and] on the other hand some of the lighter
machinery used in the implement works
will be found of advantage when employed
on doing wvork for outside fims or Gov-
ermnent departments which was previ-
ously done by the Harbour Works. The
manager has said that this has recently
been experienced. Our bulldozers used in
the Production of agricultural machinery
were for the moment standing idle, when
active employment was found for them in
some of the harbour works, and they
turned out the work at about one-tenth.I
the cost which would otherwise have oh-
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veined. Sd it xxill he seen that the -work;-
ing of these two classes of machinery
togethier is of considerable advantage.
Moreover, these are niot the only works of
a similar nature in Australia. The leader
of the Opposition will know that the
Clyde engineering works at Sydney, one
of the largest engineering establishments
Wi Australia, is engaged in doing ship-
ping and] general work, and tile manul-
facture of agricultural machinery. Then.
there is the Meadowbank factory near
Sydney, mid there are two factories in
South Australia, Msessrs. Martin and Co,,
of Gawvlor, and M11ay Bros., of Cawler, the
latter turning out nearly -1,000 harvesters
per annum. They are also large mnakers
of mining machinery. There, if re-
quired, is evidence flint these firmns, well
estabilished, can manufacture agricultu rt
implements and mining machinery, and
undertake shipping work as -well. In
connection with the 'Fremantle harbour
,workshops it was found necessary to put
up new buildings. Whether we put them
adjacent to anid run them in conjunction
ithl [the imtplerment; workcs or not,' we had

to find (lie money for new wvorkshop-.s,
and we find it economical to bring themr
-tnder the one roof. 'By this tile nnual
cost of administration will be consider-
ably reduced. I do niot know of anything
else introduced by our friends oppo-ite
which requires very much answering.
May I remnind that the leader 'of the Op-
position is very much inclined to sharply
criticise the Government for its control
of thie finances. .1 want to show that the
lion. member cannot claim to be a finan-
cial expert or g-enius, and to show, more-
over, what some of his bungling, or want
of foresight, during_ his term has cost
the State.

Mkr. Thomas: No one ever suspected
him of being a genius.

The PREMIER:3 Yes, possibly one per-
son has-the leader of the Opposition.
The retnrns of the State Savings Bank
show the following result: Cash on hand
held by the Western Australian Bank on
the S-1th June, 1)08, wa&k £254,778. Tin
1909 it amounted to £-343,571; in 1910
to £589,323; in 1.911 to £753,549, and in

September, 1011, when he went out of
clflee, to no less than £C802,066. This was.
actual hard cash held by the Western-
Australiar Bank, being the money upon
which .we were paying depositors 3 per
cent, interest. At the. 30th June, 1909,
the credit balance was in excess of the
amount of the Savings Bank reserve, that
is, the reserve apiproved by the leader of
the Opposition as necessary to meet ex-
cess of withdrawals over deposits. He
had to decide what the amount would be,
and he decided that 2s. in the pound was
quite sullicient. Yet on the 30th June,
1.909, the credit balance was in excess of
this amount by £45,000 in round figuores.
On the 30th June, 1910, it was in excess
In' £:24.9,000, and in June, 1911, by
£354,'000, and on the 30th September,
1911, hr no less than £C400,000. 1 wish
to point out that these moneys were mn-
vested at the average rate of 1- per cent.,
while the Government were paying 3 per
cent. on such money to the depositors. In
(hi tier words, the Government paid
£48,043 to depositors and received from
the bank where the Savings Bank funds
were deposited the amount of £C24,439,
or sustained a loss of £24,504. I-ad these
mnoneys been invested in a proper mnanner
and at Ilhe same rate of interest as the
funds in connection with the Agricultural
Lands Purchase estates something like
over £60,000 would have heen received,
or a profit of £12,000 to the State instcad
of a loss of £C24,000.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Did -we ever show
a loss on the operations of the Savings
Bank ?

The PREMIER.: Does that affect the
position in the slightest? The hon.
member is merely admitting that while he
was Treasurer we were charging agrieul-
turisls through the Agricultural. Bank
sufflcient to show a profit on the opera-
tions of the Savingg Bank in order to
meet a loss which we were making and on
which the Western Australian Bank paid
its shareholders 20 per cent. Fancy
allowing the directors of the Western
Australian Bank to declare a dividend of
20 per cent, at the expense of the Stat;,
while at the same time the State was

185'
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made to show a profit by compelling the
farmer to pay more than a fair rate for
his money I

Mr. Monger: What did the Western
Australian Bank pay 20 per cent, on?

The PREMIfER: On paper I think.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Have you reduced

the rates to the farmers?

The PREM~IER: We are dealing with
that; we are dealing with the whole thing.
Let me also explain that we have lost
something like £E45,000 in six years by
reason of this money not being properly
invested, by its not being attended to by
the Treasurer, notwithstanding the fact
that the matter was. submitted to him, and
that he decided that 2s. in the pound
would be sufficient to meet eases of with-
drawals over deposits. This is the sort
of finance which enables the bank holding
the Savings Bank investments to make in
the six years mentioned, approximately
£l86,000 of profit as against a loss to
the Stale of £45,000.

Mr. Thomas: That money should have
been in the coffers of the State.

The PREIflER: Not the whole of it,
hut about one-half of it. The position
is this: They were paying us an average
of 11/ per cent., and they were loaning
that money out at an average of 61/ per
cent. As a matter of fact that is below
the amnount, for they were lending the
money to polat something like 8 per

cent.
Mr. S. Stubbs- That has been only

quite recently, at all evenjts.

The PREMIER: Well, say, 7 per cent.
Air. S. Stubbs: No, it is not an average

of 51/ per cent.
The PREMIER: Well, I claim that

they have 'been making at least 5V/2 per
cent. on that money for the last six years,
and that they have wade a profit of
Z1803,000 out of our money, while we have
lost £45,000; and yet we are told that
we have no idea of sound finance, that
it all exists in the mind of our friend
opposite. We are changing that condi-
tion of affairs. We are going to arrange
with the National Bank of Austral-
asia-

Hon. FPrank Wilson: You are always
changing something.

The PREMiIEKR: Yes, and makinlg very
effective changes, changes the benefit of
which will be felt, not in six years, but
almost at once. We are getting over
this difficulty, and are arranging 'with
the Commonwealth Bank to provide the
facilities required. The balance will be
invested for the benefit of the depositors.
We anticipate that it will not be long
before £100,000 will be in the Common-
wealth Bank for investment purposes on
behalf of the depositors. While taking
the credit which I am entitled to do for
having brought about an agreem mt with
the Commonwealth Bank, to undertake
all our baniking ia future, under advan-
tageous conditions-

Hon. Frank Wilson:. You are mudd-
ling it all "l').

The PREAiER: We are arranging
with the Commonwealth Bank, as I have
said, to undertake the State's banking,
and are doing it on very much better
termns than the associated banks were
previously doing it for us. I have pub-
lished the agreement long since, and I
do not require to go over the ground
again. Moreover, even if the terms were
not better than the associated banks were
giving us, and no profis were arising
out of the transactions, the public are
going to get the benefit of the arrange-
ments which have been made with the
Commonwealth Bank and not share-
holders. This was not the case under the
conditions which previously prevailed.
So much for the financial operations of
our friends opposite, which the leader
of the Opposition says were of so much
value to the community. I was rather
interested in his speech, largely from the
point of view that, whilst he occupied
so much of the time of the House, he
hardly touched upon those particular
questions which are of vital importance
to the community as a whole, outside
of the question of finances. And I say
that figures. can prove anything, and
judging by his knowledge of how to
handle finances, one would expect him
to give most attention to that particular

[ASSEMBLY.]
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subject. But he has neglected his oppor-
tunity of showing what he would have
done to meet somne of the conditions
whieci have arisen during the last three
years, and more particularly he has
neglected to show in what way he could
have brought about better results than
we have to increase the wage-earning
capacity ot the people of the State, and
at the saine time reduce the cost of liv-
ing. But he avoided all that and in that
direction he was rather astute, but I am
not going to allow him to avoid the issue
altogether. I am going to call upon the
leader of the Opposition and his sup-
porters to make a pronouncement upon
some of the matters which have been sub-
mitted to thle House by way of the Gov-
ernor's Speech. I want to know what
their attitude is upon those questions, in
order that the people may be able to
judge whether they are likely to get bet-
ter administration at the hands of our
friends opposite than they are likely to
get at the hands of those who are sitting
upon the Government benches. He made
nO reference, as is usual with the Lib-
erals, with regard to the appointment of
Mr. Justice Northniore, as puisne judge
of the Supreme Court.

Mr. S. Stuhbs: It was a good appoint-
ment.

The PREMIE R: They did not say, as
they so often do, in this particular case
that it was an instance of "spoils to the
victors." They are, however,. prepared
to condemn the apppintment of the man-
ager of a State hotel and call it an in-
stance of "Spoils to the victors." But
when it comes to the appointment of
a Supreme Court judge, which means
SO much to the community, they are
not prepared to give credit where
credit is due. I am perfectly satisfied
that we have in Mr. Justice Northmore
made a wise selection. The hon. mem-
ber, further, made no reference to the
scemere for the provision of wvorkers'
homes. I think it is dne to him here al-
so to make a pronouncement upon this
question. He did say that he would like
to know what class of applicant has been
succestful in obtaining these homes. I
thought I might, for his information and

[7]

the information of the public bring
along just one week's figures, giving a
return showing the occupations of those
who have been successful and also the
towns from which they come, and the
amount which they received. This re-
turn is for the week ending the 28th
March, 1914. There -was one traveller
of Narrogin who received £550; a sheet
metal worker, Huekland Hill, £470; a
confectioner, Leederville, £530; an em-
ployee at ll.M. Customs, Fremantle,
£:375; a railwvay employee, Fremantle,
£550; a painter, Victoria Park, £450
a lifter, West Guildford, £440; a ship-
ping clerk, S. Bunbury, £500; a printer,
Victoria Park, £550; a bootmaker, East
Fremantle, £370; a carpenter, Osborn
£480; en engine-driver, Narrogin. £C400;
a mechanic, Alaylands, £6510; a hardware
assistant, Maylands, £500; shipping as-
sistant, Gottesloe Beach, £400; a tram-
way employee, Victoria Park, £330; a
lab ourer, Mlaylands, £340; a minister of
religion' West Leederville, £550; a rail-
way employee, Midland Junction, £530;
a railway clerk, Katanning, £370; and
a motor mechanic, West Leederville.
£320. There were thus 21 applicants
approved of, accounting for a total ex-
penditure of £9,510. There is evidence of
the fact that, speaking generally, prac.-
tieallv the whole of the commaunity are
receiving benefits under this workers'
home scheme. We have no right to ques-
tion the occupation of any ot the appli-
cants. The only restrictions are in re-
gard to income.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How many of
them are members of Parliament ?

The PREXiIER: As a matter of fact,.
the only necessary qualification for ap-
plicants for workers' home is that their
incomne shall not exceed £400 a year. In
these circumstances I am not entitled to
question the occupation of any of them.
We have approved applications from em-
ployers of labour as well as from men
earning wage;, and men earning salaries
in the public service. I contend this is the
only attitude that we could adopt in this
particular scheme. ft is not the occu-
pation that we have to consider bat the
individual himself. We are building sub-
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stantial homes and the whole community
arc feeling, the benefit of these advant-
ages. The lion. member further made no
reference to the mining industry, as it
exists at the present time. Naturally, he
made sonic reference to the value of the
gold yield during his term of office. It
is strangeC, however, that hie should have
mentioned that the gold yield had de-
cli ned under his baneful administration.
It only required, however, 12 months of a
Labour Administration to pull matters
together in another direction. We
showed an increase last year in the gold
yield over the year preceding, and we
should have had every reason to hope
that there would be a fur1ther increase
this year, but for thie circumstances I have
mentioned, W~e hope in the near future to
again revive the Phillips River Gold-
fields, which were positively killed by
our friends opposite. They put up smel-
Lars at a hunge cost and then immediately
handed them over to a company. They
also built a. railway -which has shown a
loss every year and is likely to continue
to cost the country money. But the
Government has taken the matter up for
the purpose of reviving that Rieid, if pos-
sible, by a judicious expenditure of pub-
lic funds. The leader of the Opposition
made no reference to the Health Admin-
istration of the State during the past three
years and that too, is a matter which re-
quires some pro noun cement by our
friends opposite. We have built uip, by
very careful attention on the part of our
Honorary Mlinister, Mr. Angwin, whose
administration has been most creditable
to W~estern Australia, a health adminis-
tration which is the best in the Common-
wealth at the present time. I admit that
it required a great deal of attention in
tho first stages and also a great deal of
what might be termed backbone on the
part of the Honorary Minister, whose
department it was, because we had on
many occasions, as we are doing at the
present time, to compel local authorities
to give more attention to the sanitation
of the areas under their control and in
othe-r directions. - The hon. mnember mado.
no reference to that for it did not suit
his book to do so. I drew attention to

the fact that last year our death rate
wvas the lowest on record in WVestern Aus-
tralia and thle lowest in the Common-
wealth, and in any country of the world
where similar records tire kept.

Mr. Broun :Well done, Mr. Angwin.
M .r. S. Stubbs: It was the good cli-

mate.
The PREMIER :Is the climate dii-

fcre]It now from wvhat it was then The
only conclusion one can draw is that if'
the climate is the same now, and it is
only a matter of the climate, we must
take credit for the difference which ex-
ists between the pi evions rate and the
rate which exists now. Let nic also point
out that the infantile niortalir v rate was
last year rime lowest onl record* in Austra-
lia. no these things happen just by
chance ? Does the death rate rise or
fall by chance, and does this infantile
miortality rise and fall also by chance 7
Is it not due to the proper attention to
the sanitation and health of the coin-
niunity that these resuilts are brought
thonHt ? It is Pointed ou~t in thle :Gov

ernor s Speech that it is due to the im-
provemients in the water snpp~v. thle imi-
proved mill; supply to the children's hos-
pital and other institutions of the kind,
which has been go rouindlyv condemned hrv
our friends opposite. But Only for a1
little while. I hear nothing about it now.
Probably' they' are now prepared to sup-
port and continue such action which
produced a good supply of pure mnilk for
Government institutions and thie child-
tren 's hospital. A pronoucmient upon
that iluestion might be of some valu -e
to tile community, as to wvlether they
propose to hand things over to the ten-
der mercies of the dairymen and to run
the risks of the adulteration of milkc and
the consequent sickness for those who
use it. or to continue the operations of
the State trading concerns, which they
so rolundly condemned. The public wvant
to know what their attitude is upon the
question.

The Minister for Mlines: The public
will shiow what they think at the elections.
They will turn themn down altogether.

Thle PR II'ER: Then t here is thie ec -
tension of the sewerage systemn of the

iss
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metropolitan area. We pushed on with
the extension of that and with anything
else that was likely to improve the health
of the community, and also provided
for the further assistance and main-
tenance of children who were under
maternal care. All these thiugs would
affect in no small manner the rates
which I have mentioned. We cer-
tainly have not performed all that is
necessary, or all that remains to be done
for the welfare of the community, but we
recognise that we require in 'Western Aus-
tralia an institution where we can train
midwives and that question too wvill re-
-eeive attention at an early dote. As a mat-
ter of fact we arc j ust on the point of com-
mencing operations in the construction of
that particular hospital. We recognise
that our mining industry, which has pro-
duced so much of the wealth of the com-
munity, and paid such an abundance of
dividends to the shareholder, has also
made some inroads upon the health of the
community. We recognise the fact that it
is the duty of the State, if we are to push
on the industry at all, to give some at-
tention to the interests of those who hare
lost their health Ihrongh their employ-
ment in this particular industry. We,
therefore, immediately proceeded with the
eirection of a sanatorium at Wooroloo.
That is being erected, I may say, prac-
tically regardless of cost, and from the
point of view of providing proper facili-
ties for treating people who are suffering
from miners' complaint or consumption
in its various phases. We hope to have
it open to receive patients by September
next. How much have our friends op-
posite done in this particular direction!q

Mir. B. J1. Stubbs: They put it in their
policy speech.

The PREMIER: We recognise that
something further is essential, however.
It wilt be remembered that we introduced
the amendment to the Workers' Compen-
sation Act in 1912. The deletion of the
clause by the Legislative Council from
the Workers' Compensation Bill of 1.912
in which industrial diseases were classed
as accident-,, made necessary the substitu-
tion of some other method of dealingz with
miners' complaints. The deletion was ef-
fected by the report of the Royal Coin-

mission of 1911 wbieh was appointed by
Mr. Gregory. This report was extensively
quoted from during the debate in the
Council. Had the recommendations of
the Commission of 1904, which was also
appointed by Air. Gregory, been included
in the Mines Regulation Bill of 2906 in-
stead of being ignored, there would have
been little need for the Government to
find the stums of money necessary to ef-
fectually deal with the trouble. Unfor-
tunately the disease is increasing as the
mines get deeper, and the Government
have agreed to give £10,000 to form the
nucleus of a fund, provided the mine own-
ers give an equal amount, andl to suibsi-
dise any further amount raised by em-
ployer and employee up to £7,500 an-
nually. In other words, the Government
off er a conditional grant of 1.0,000, and
if the employers and employees raise,
£7,500 each per year the Government will
subsidise by an equal amount. A com-
mittee, representative or employers, and
employees, have been sittiug some time
drafting a schemie for submission to the
individual mnine owners and the men, and
when such scheme is adopted by them and
approved by the Government, a Board
will be constituted to administer the fund.
That is evidence of the fact that the
health of the commnunity has not been ne-
glected by the present administration, and
while we are able to claim that we have
increased materially the advantage of the
People by increasing wages and the sala-
ries paid to men in the Government ser-
vice, and set an example through the Ar-
bitration Court for private employers to
follow, we, have side by side with all that,
decreased thie cost of living. We have
also brought about other conditions which
it is essential should exist in a community
a reduction in the death rate, and especi-
ally in infantile mortality. There are
matters upon wvhich our friends opposite
must make some pronouncement because
they affect the welfare of the community.
But we are condemned because the ex-
penditure has been increased. We have
increased the wages of railway men, the
salaries of teachers in schools; and the
salaries of public servants;- aud if we had
our time over again we would do the same
thing once more. It. is essential that men
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should receive a living wage, and I can
emphasise (lie fact that we have not in-
creased the cost (if living. We have done
still mnore; we have abolished fees in
schools and to-dlay a child can go from
the kindergarten to (lie university without
paying any fees. We wanted a free edu-
cational system, and it required the Lab-
our Government to provide it. There
must be beneficial results from an econo-
moic point of view by having children pro-
perly educated; ths, however, cannot be
broughft about if there is to be any bar
such as fees in technical schools and the
university. TIhere are other matters whieh
our friends opposite will require to make
a pronouinceiment upon, but they will
avoid the issues and cloud them as far as
possible by introducing the subject of the
finances. The leader of tire Opposition
has admitted the fact that to control the
finances is to control the affairs of
Slate satisfactorily or otherwise, but what
I say is that I ami not ashamed of the con-
dition of the finances; I would rather be
ashamed of attempting to starve those em-
ployed by the Government by paying
them other than a fair living wvage; I
would be ashamed to 'refuse to go to the
assistance of those engaged in the pri-
mary industries and in the gold mining
industry, and then come down here and
express pride at the fact that I had in
that way produced a surplus. I prefer
to show increased expenditure as (he re-
sult of providing hospital facailities, par-
ticularly out hack, than to come down
here and cry aloud that I had a £13,000
surplus. I prefer to render services
which mnean so much to tire material ad-
vantage of the people, notwithstanding
the fact that the finances are not what
they aight have heen if we had been
given the opportnuity to pass the legis-
lation which we submitted; but even with
the conditions as they are, I infinitely
prefer themn rather than have it said that
I neglected the interests of the community,
that I neglected to provide hospital facili-
ties and to engage in works which meant
so much to the comimuniity as a whole. I
stand charged by the leader of the Op-
position with not being able to square the
fiuanices . but thie Government are in the

proud position of being able to claim that
we have d]one so much to assist to develop
our industries, a development wvhich has
been of material advantage to the State,
and which would not have been the ease
if I had accepted the advice tendered by
our friends opposite in years past.

Hon. J, MITCHELL moved-
That the debate be ad 'journzed.

Motion put and a division taken, with
the following result:-

Ayes .. . . 9
Noes .. . .24

Majority agnisi, . . 1-5

AYvcs.

Mr. aroun
Mr. Elliott
Mr. Harper
3Mr, Mitchell
Mr. Mionger

Mir. A. N. I'lesse
Mr. S. Sltbs
Mr, R. WIlson
Mr. Layman

(Taller),

Nope.
M r. Angwin %Ir. Allust.
Mtr. Bolton Mr. ObougLilen
M r. Chesmon Mr. Price
Mr. Collier Mr. Scadda n
Mr. flwyer I Atr. M. .. Stbs
'Mr. Foley Mr' 8wan
Mr. Gi NI r, Thoinas
51r. Hudson A Ir. Turvey

Mr. Lander IMr. Walker
Air. Lewis r., A. A. Wilson
hl r. Mcrjowall Mir. LUnderwood
Mr. McLeod (Teller,.
Mr. Muliony

Motion thus nlegatived.
M~fr. M ONGE R (York) : I t hought

that when the Opposition applied to the
Premier for permission to adjourn the
debate that in his usual courteous style
hie would have agreed to the request.. We
have again this charming experience of
the way in which they make use of their
big majority. After the speech made by
the Premnier to-nighit, laudalory of the
many trading concerns with whichi bis
Government are connected, and consider-
ing the charges which he levelled against
this side of the House, it would have been
fitting that hie should have given the ex-
Minlister for Lands a fair and reason-
able opportunity to make his reply.

The Premier: Absolutely unheard of.
11r. MONGER: T suppose after having

listened to these laudatory statements of
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ihe Premier it would be somewhat Sur-
prising if I did not tender my congratu-
[ltions to the leader of the Government
uponl tile magnificent case which be has
placed before the country. He has told
us that everything in the garden is lovely,
but 1 am certain that the people of West-
ern Australia, when they read the report
of the speech in to-morrow morning's
paper, wvill not for one moment be satis-
fied with the case lie has made out. Ac-
cording to then Premier, all the trading
concerns are a big success. We are told
that they arc profitable, either directly
or indirectly. But I can assure hon.
members that the general opinion is that
it is mostly indirectly, and that they are

making very little progress. We 'know
Low advantageous the steamers have
been; we know what a big success has
attended the saw mills; we know also
howv successful the brick yards have been,
and from the statements made by one of
the members on the Ministerial side of
the House we gather that one of the
Principal reasons for the starting of the
brick works-I refer to the silver-tongued
orator from Bunbury-was not to reduce
the price of bricks but to act as a check
upon the gentleman wvlo represents the
electorate of Murray-Wellington. We
are told by the member for Bunbary
that we shall see at the next elections
what these brick yards are going to turn
out, that they are going to prove a big
obstacle against the return of the member
for Murray-Wellington. If that is the
intention of the present Government in
starting their brick works, the employ-
ment of men so that their votes may be
used at election time in order to turn
out their opponents, the sooner that fact
is niade known to the people the better
iti will be. Is that the object then of
these various State enterprises which we
bear so much about? I want to know
wvhether the Premier endorses that state
inent made by his colleague the member
for Banbury. It is refreslhing to see the
manner in which the Premier takes to
himself and his party the credit that the
State is able to go along so well. It is
certainly gratifying' to find, according to
His Excellency's Speech. that the develop-

ment of the agricultural areas has been
very considerably increased by the
amount of improvements effected on se-
lected lands. It is interesting to know
that agricultural development is pro-
ceeding so rapidly, and I am certain that
the farmers of this State muist feel very
proud of the statements made this even-
ing by the Premier. According to his
statements, if ever there was a spoonfed
community in any part of Australia or
of the world, it is the men on the land
in Western Australia. According to the
Premier, nothing which could have been
done to assist the development of our
rural lands has been left undone by the
Government. How have the Government
(lone this! I1 suppose I must continue
in my congratulatory terms and compli-
muent the Minister for Lands upon the
issue of his edict so early after his ad-
veat to office; that new regulation which
did more towvards damtning the progress
of settlement in Western Australia than
could have been done by any other method
wvhich the Government could have em-
ployed.

The Premier: You do not know, I
suppose, t hat hie never issued that reg-u-
lation.

Mr. MviONGER: I know how far the
Minister had power to go and I know
the effect of his proposal. Prior to the
last elections, one of the great planks
of the Labour party's platform was the
non-alienation of Crown hinds, and no
doubt this regulation 'was issued in order
to as far as possible retard land settle-
ment uinder the favourable conditions
which had met with such great popularity
uinder the regime of the previous Minis-
ter. I wish to pay a tribute of respect to
that gentleman, for, in the history of
A ustralia, never was greater progress
made in agricultural settlement than dur-
inig the period in which he occupied the
position of Minister for Lands. During
his term of office there were thousands
of buyers for our farms; to-day, under
a TLabour regime there are thousands of
sellers and no buyers. Is that the result
of good land admiinistration! If so, I
want to go back to the old regime and
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find a live map at the head of this big
department, not a mrtan who will take the
funk (hie moment he enters Ministerial
office as the present Minister for Lands
did, in fact, before lie had time to make
his office wvarm. I suppose the success
which has attended the gold mining in-
dustry must be attributed to the magnifi-
tent brain of the Minister for Mines. It
must be owing, to his magnificent efforts
that during the past year there has been
a slight increase in the gold output. No
doubt the Premier made as much capital
out of that as was possible. I do not
know whether (he Premier endorses all
the statements made byv his Ministers
when they are on tour. When speaking
on Thursday night the leader of the Op-
position congratulated the Minister for
Mines upon having on most occasions
preserved a wonderful silence. If he is
in the habit of speaking as he did recently
at Collie, it would be wise for the Premier
to muzzle the Minister for Mines and not
allow him to go out on his own. The
Premier should not trust to him. When
I heard the new member for Kalgoorlie,
a very promising young gentleman, say
that in the opinion of the people of the
goldfields, the present Minister was the
finest man who had ever occupied the
position, I thought, "God help those who
went before him." I have a cutting from
a newspaper which I shall quote. As I
was not prepared to speak on the
Add ress; in -reply to-night, I have come
with very little data.

.The Premier: You have no datai; that
is the trouble.

Mr. MONGER :. The Minister for
Mines is reported to have scornfully de-
dlared-

To claim to represent all sections of
the community -was so much clap-trap.
For himself , except in matters of ad-
ministration, he only claimed to repre-
sent those people who agreed with the
Labour party.

This is a magnificent statement to go out
to the people of Australia. It is a grand
thing to encourage capital to come into
Western Australia, when the Minis;ter for
Mines in effect says, "I have no time for

you; I represent only the party who
placed me in power. 'Unless you do some-
thing for our party, I do not want you
or yo tw capital." We had a little sample
of this recently at Youanini, and it shows
what would have resulted if the Mfines
Regutlation Bill, which the Minister in-
troduced last session, had been passed as
drafted. The -Minister must have had one
object in view in introducing the mea-
sure, and that was to burst up the mining
industry.

The Premier: Gould you represent the
mine and the mine owner on that point?

Mr, Chesson: If the Bill had been car-
ried there would have been no trouhle at
You anmi.

-Mr. MONGER: One of the principal
clauses in that Bill which would have
done a great deal of injury to the mining
industry, provided for the abolition of
the contract system.

Mr. O'Log-hlen: How do you make that
out0

M-r. MONGER: By Ihe expression of
opinion from those mostly interested and
concerned.

Mr. Foley: The Chamber of Mines.
Mr. MONGER : During the whole

period in which the present party have
been in power, they have done what the
Minister for Mines openly stated was his
intention to do. This has been Ihe motto
of the Labour party.

Mr. Foley: You would not get the
Chamber of Mines or any mining man in
the State to agree with you.

Mr. MIONGER: Allow me to refer to
the report of a banquet at Kalgoorlie
only a fuv days ago, at which Mr.
Richard Hamilton spoke. He referred to
the Youanmi incident arid expressed very
great regret that Mr. mlug should have
been in "Western Australia when such an
occurrence took place.

Mr. Foley: What has that to do with
the Minister for Mines?

Mr. MONGER: It has much to do
with the Bill which the Minister for
Mines tried to get the Rouse to pass and
which the hon. member and his friends
willingly endorsed, hit thanks to the good
smhse of mother place it did not becim
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law. There are gentlemen on the Gov-
ernmeni side who have worked in mines,
and more power to them that they are
to-day occupants of seats in this House,
but let me ask them if they would not
sooner work under contract than under
day Iabonr.

Mr. Foley: No.
Hon. Frank Wilson: They do not like

to work at all.
Mr. MONGER : Were they satisfied to

accept the daily wage in preference to
the money they could earn by contract?
Certainly not.

Mr. Foley: H-ere is one who was.
Hon. Frank Wilson: He prefers the

wages he draws here.

Mr. MONGER : Then the hon. member
for Leonora is a lazier man than I took
him to he. As far as I can gather from
nien closely identified with the industry,
not only in this State, but in other parts
of the world, it is only the man who
wants to give as little labour as he can
wvl, prefers day work to contract. What
did Mr. Hamilton say-

If this were carried into effect, the
good ment would leave.

I am told on thie most reliable authority
that the best miners aire leaving West-
ern Australia and are going to other
places. They are going to South Africa
or to Victoria where the contract system
ptrevatls. So long as a man can earn
double the wages by contract, he will
tiot be sat isfied to remain in a country
ridden and driven btyv the Trades Hall
and the agitators dependent upon them.
If it is thme wish of the Government to
further retard mining operations, the),
Nhiould re-introduce the Mines Regulation
Bill which was brought in last session.
and give effect to it, and the result will
be that a great majority of the mines
now working will hie closed, the good
minlers wvill leave We.stern Australia and
the ordinary or the inferior men alone
wvill remain to do obeisance to the gen-
tlemen on the Ministerial side of the
House.

Mr. Foley: Is there one man working
on contract in Western Anstralia7

.,r. MONGER: Every big mine adopts
(lie system more or !ens.

MrIt. Foley: They do not. It is a task
sy.itciii it is not contract.

Mr. MTONGER: Iii the Speech refer-
ece is made among proposed wvorks to
the intention of the Oloverntnent to re-
introduce the Bill for the construction of
a railivay from Esperance northwards.
We have had that before us a consider-
able time, and] in avother place it has
not been agreed to so fat'. 1, as one who
has always opposed the building of that
line of railway--

Hoti. Frank Wilson: The Minister for
Works will start it, you know, whether
be gets the Bill or not.

Mr. M\IONGER: I have always opposed
that line. I have opposed it on the
1Ottltnl that experienced men who have

gone ho the Esperance district do not, re-
port favourably upon its prospects from
an agricultural standpoint. I say now
that I am not satisfied with the expression
of opinion of such esiperts as the Min i
ister for Works and' the Colonial' Sec-
retary and my friend lie Attorney Gen-
eral-all very good men in their way,
but I do not look up~on them as being
capable of expressing an opinion on what
should be built in the shape of a railway
in the interests of agriculture. Whilst
I respect their opinions on other points,
Isay that there are better tie', in West-

ern Australia who have been sent (town
to inspect the Esperanee district and
have let us know what their opinions are.
If we are to base our calculations upon
the statistical returns as furnished since
attempts ivere made to produce cereals
in the Esperanee district, no sanle Gov-
ernmnen t would for (,ne moment think
of building that railway.

Member: No honest Government.
Mr. MONGER: No honest Government

would attempt to build it; but if the
present Government, w ith their big moa-
jority, are going to foist through this
House a Bill for the sake of satisfying
(lie claims of a gentleman who has rem-
dered yeoman service to the party-I re-
fer to Mr. TKirwan of the fKalgoorlie
lfinei-aid we are to build that railway

on the exipert evidence of those gentle-
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mn whose names I have mentioned, I say
it will be a standing disgrace to West-
ern Australia if the Government do not
first sent down the best talent that this
State can find to report upon the capa-
bilities of the Esperanee country from a
wheat growing standpoint.

Mr, Hudson: And the same for every
railway.

Mr. MONGER: As far as the Esper-
anee railway is concerned, I have only
to refer to the last statistical return,
where the wheat yield is shown as 4.2
bushels to the acre, from something like
1,500 or 1,600 acres; and the retura of
hay is considerably less than half a ton
to the acre. I say, vithout any fear of
contradiction, that no sane Government
would build an agricultural railway with
sunch bad prospects ahead; and I will
only ask the present Government to be
fair and send the best experts Western
Australia possesses to report upon the
capabilities of that land before putting
the State to so heavy an expense. There
is another railwa-y that I notice the Gov-
ernment proposes_ to build, and that is the
extension of the Yillirinning-Tondinia
line. As to that, I will only say that had
the Wiekepin-Mterredin railway beea car-
ried out as was originally intended, there
would not have been any necessity for
I he building of about 2100 miles of railway
which have been, or will have to be, built
in order to satisfy the peculiarities of the
Minister for 'Works.

Mr. B, S. Stubbs: That is an absurd
statement.

Mr. Lander: That is bunkum.
Mr. MONGER: I want to congratulate

t-ie Minister upon having straightened
ont a railroad- In straightening it out
hie has now constructed, next to the
Northampton line, the most crooked rail-
way in Australia. That is how the Min-
ister for Works straightens out his rail-
ways. T will venture to say that any
person going over the Wickepin-Merredin
line to-day will see that the Minister,
in carrying out his pre-election pledges,
availed himself of evely point, of every
possible point, in order to take the rail-
way contiguous to propositions, owned

thy friends of the party.

Mir. Lander: That is butnkum, and you
know it is bunk-nm.

MAr. MONGER: I do not know anything
of the sort.

Member: N2 ame the friends.
Air. Lander: Yes, name the friends.
Air. MONGER: The goldfields people

headed by Dr. Ellis, who took up big
tracts of country, very materially contri-
buted to that railway.

The Minister for Mines: Dr. Ellis is just
as big an opponent of ours as Hedges.
Dr. Ellis opposed Mir. iNefowall at the
last elections. Is that spoils to the vic-
tors?

MNr. MONGER: I have already said that
iin attempting to straighten out a railway
the Mlinister has built the most c-rooked
line of railwvay, next to the Northampton
line. in Australia.

The Minister for Mines: To bring it
near the land occupied by his friends, you
stated.

Mlr. MONGER: I will venture to pro-
phesy that when the department begin to
carry train loads of products along that
railway it will be found that, owing to the
steep grades and the many sharp curves,
only very small loads can be carried in-
stead of ordinary loads.

Mir. Taylor: Was that line built on ex-
pert advice?

Afr. MONGER: No; it was built on the
whimis of tlie Alinister for Works. It was
built on the pre-election pledges of the
Premier, and given full effect to and car-
ired out iin the worst interests of the peo-
ple in that locality by the Minister for
Works.

Mr. Lander: It was carried out on the
suggestion of the late Minister for Works,
the late one-Daglish.

M1r. MONKGER: There is one matter
that the Premnier said the Honorary Mini-
ster, Yr. Angwini, was deserving of con-

sierbe udsfo;and that is that dur-
ing_ last year the mortality of Western
Australia was lower than it had ever been.
That is a ver 'y good result, and it is very
gr-atifying to k-now that my friend Mr.
Angwin was the 'Minister in whose care
the hospitals of this State are. I am go-
ing to say I lion estly think that the Hon-
orary 'Vinister has done all that could be
expected of him in rendering, as far as
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possible, Governimenit assistance to hospi-
tals, and that he has done his best in the
interests of the health of the people of
Western Australia. I see very little occa-
sion, in respect of other matters, to tender
congratulations to my friends on the
Treasury bench for what they have done.
I remember when the last Arbitration Act
was introduced, and after it was carried
the Attorney General stated that we then
had in existence here the finest Arbitra-
ion Act in the world. It is very difficult

10 understand, in those circumstances,
how there have been so many industrial
distiiions during the past 21,2 years, sincee
tlie Labour Government camne into power,
and (luring the yast year or so, since that
Act came into operation. There must be
something wrong somewhere. Either the
gentlemen in charge of the Treasury
bench or those in charge of the Trades
Hall, (10 not make a very happy family.
Otherwise, how is it that so much induns-
trial strife continues to exist?

The Attorney General: It is provoked
by tile Em ployers' Association.

.Mr. MONGER: We had the Attorney
General figuring in [lie Supreme Court a
little time ago in order to plead his own
pet measure-the measure that he had
lauded so highly and which we in this
Chamber were pleased to pass and help
to make law.

Mr. 'Taylor: What for?
Mr. MONGER: That Act, according to

the line of argument adopted by the At-
torrie'y General, was very different from,
wvhat he thought it was when it was car-
ried in this Chamber, or else he was not
quite in his element in placing before the
Judges of the Supreme Court the views
which he had previously placed before
this Chamber. Whether the Attorney
General was wrong or the Judges were
wrong, I leave the people of Western Aus-
tralia to say for themselves. But I hope
that we have heard the last of these dif-
ferences between the men and the employ-
ers, and I trust that that little episodie
at Millars'

;1r. Foley: What about the one at
Whittakers' and Bunnings'9

Mr. MfONGER: I hope that little epi-
sode will be the last of its kind for a very
long time to come. While on the question

of strikes, one must refer to the little
business that has recently taken place on
thne trans-Australian railway. Is that a
matter for congratulation? The Premier
did riot tell us anything about that; he
(lid tnt tell us that; there was any Ia-

pleasantness existing amongst men work-
ing on the trans-Australian railway.

Mr. Taylor: I thought Joe Cook was
Premier of Australia.

M~r. MONGER: Who is to blamet I
want to know whether the law is defective,
or what, is Nvrorig. i: sa, without ally
hesitation, tliat there is something very
much out of gear in connection with the
attitude adopted, according to the re-
p'orts in the Press, by [lie men working on
the irns-Australian railway. I cannot
congratulate any of the goldields mema-
bers or any of the goldfields Ministry
upon their attemp~ts to arrive at an amic-
able settlement. Here we had the men
who placed my friends on the Treasury
bench,' out on strike for over two months.
We did niot see, according to the Press,
that any of the Ministers went up to visit
these men. If the Ministers (lid so, their
advice must have been very bad; or else
the men did not accept it. But what do
we hear?7 We hear that that great class,
the working man on the goldfields, the
juan who is championed by every gentle-
man on tile other side of the House, pre-
fers to remain out on strike for nearly
three months and accept all sorts
of allowances from brother work-
men. But what else do we heart
T have orten heard the dago and the ski
derided by hon. members opposite, andi
T heard for anr absolute fact that amongst
thre biggest contributers to the Trans-con-
tinental railway, strike fund were those
dagos; of Kalgoorlie. I want to congra-
tulate the working men of Kalgoorlie
on having such friernis as the dagos in
the hours of trouble, and when they could
not get sufficient from my friends oppos-
ite and those who supported them, the
dago went to their assistance.

The Minister for Mines: From what
source (lid you get that information?

Mr. MONGER: Will the Minister tell
me it is not true? I am giving it to him
and I am stating that it is true.
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The Minister for Mines: I wvilt tell you
it is niot.

Afi. MONGER: That is just what 1
ea\jeeted to hear. All one can hear from
that side of tlin House is a denial when
something they do nut, like is referred
to. I szay it is trute; oad in a short time
I shall inlformi the Mi'nister for Mlines of
iliy atuthoioty.

'Te Minister for Mines: I will be glad
to have the information.

Mr, MONGER: I have made the state-
metnt, and I wvill leave it to the Mlinister
for Minies to ask whacver was in charge
of tlie relief fund during thie progress of
that strike to ascertain whether or nut
the dagos were the biggest contributors
to thle fund,

Mir. Foley:- Why should they "ot assist,
they get as much if not more than ninety
per cent. of the accideit. payl

M~r. Taylor: What does the hon. mem-
her mean by dago?

Mr. Foley: A beautiful sunset.
Mr. MONGER: I understand that the

unlions did not have the slightest hesita-
tioi in accep'ting, mioney from the dagos.

h!r. Foley: Call them foreigners.
The Minister for INines: There is no-

thing exclusive or restrictive about our
principles: they are very broad.

Mr. M~ONGER: 1 want to knowv, when
my friends appeal for p~rernce to
unionists, whether they wvill also cry out
that preference should be given to
Brother dago Aiphonso rather than to. a
BriAtisher7 I would like that question
answered by, seone of the geintleman occu-
pying seals on the Ministerial side of the
House; andl I hope when the Federal
elections; arc being fought. and when my
friends, oni the Government side are sup-
porting their senatorial candidates ou
the gold'fields, they 'will tell the public of
Western Australia that their preference
extends to skis and dagos as well as to
unionists. rather than to Britishers who
dIO no! belong to their union. T would
like to have this ilratter given some prom-
inence, especially on the goldflelds, where
there is a preponderance of labour sup-
port. I have also to congratulate the
Government upon the success which has
attended their eifforts in connection with

the sawmills, I have also to congratulate
my friend the Attorney General, in eon-
junction with the Ilinister for Works,
for that muagnificent agreement which has
been so beneficial to Western Australia
-T refer to the powellising agreement.
1 suppose, as ever ,ything is going on so
nicely in] connection with the State enter-
prises, that this powellising agreement
must also he turning" out satisfactorily,
and I exNpect the Premaier will say, as hie
has done in regard to other enterprises,
that evenl if we have lost a trifle there is
a. big indirect profit. I do not know that
it call he shown that there is going to be
ainy) indirect beniefit in regard to Ibis
agrTeemient, excepting to the patentees of
thle procss If the Premier or any of
his M1inisters ca's show that anyone else
isl going to get anything out of it, the
Stare will lbe glad to know it. It is
also satisfactory to know that at last the
sleeper contract has been satisfactorily

seteand the only thing that remains
is to see how far the Government will be
able to carry ouEt the obligations they
have entered into. If any reliance is to
be placed onl the statement of the mani-
pger of !he siawmills, the Government -will
find that they wilt have just about as
much as the ' can do to carry oat this
contract. It, is only a few mronths since
w,,e had our Federal representatives, and
many meinbers of the State Parliament,
going round the country carrying reso-
lutions at every timber mill, and going
through the agricultural centres eon-
deinning thne action of the Federal Gov-
ermnent in c-ancelling the sleeper con-
tract. We k-now how or Federal Sena-
tors ranted over the injustice dlone to
Western Australia, but one thing that
'aused me very much was to find that
whenever these. gentlemen went round
purposelY to show what a dastardly
Fedleral Government was9 in power,
after speaking for half an hour or
so. they pulled out share lists in
connlection with the proposed labour
daily newspaper, and asked the audience
to take shares in the concern. From
what I could see, the Senators and many
of our members of Parliament went
rounkd to condemn the Cook Government
for cancelling the sleeper contract and at
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the samne time they were acting as agents
to dispose of shares in the labour daily.

Afr. Atunsie: It is a pretty goad pro-
position too.

H-on. Frank Wilson: I would not take
it as a gift.

Mir, MONGER: I hope that on the
next occasion when my friends on the
opposite side have to go round the coun-
try condemning any government or party
for not carrying out something that they
individually desire to see carried out,
they will not make it the medium for
trying to get the poor unfortunate pub-
lic to take shares in what must undoubt-
edly be an unpromiising venture. I hope
they, will have something better to sub-
mit. to the public, instead] of asking them
to take shares in a concern which has for
its object the finding of employment for
perhaps a few of their friends.

Mr. Foley: And the downfall of a few
of yours.

Mr. MONG ER : It is quite interesting
to know from the Governor's Speech
that it is the intention of the Govern-
meul to introduce a measure having for
its object constitutional reform. I pre-
sunme this is ank attempt on the existence
of the Legislative Concil. For months
past we have seen Ministers going round
the country, the Premier, the Attorney
General, and others, condemning the at-
titude and the opposition of the Legis-
lative Council. We have heard all sorts
of threats, and "I can remember some con-
siderable time ago. when the Premier
camne bark from N'elbourne, we were told
we would hear what the policy of the
Government would he with regard to the

reform of the Uipper House, and if I re-
mnember correctly the Premier made one
of his interesting speeches to a big
Perth audience, whom he addressed for
a long time. The hon gentleman,
however, was wvise enough to say a
Jot -without telling the audience anything.
lie did not tell them what he was going
to do, and I would like to know whether
this promise - to bring forward constitu-
tional reform is only one of those threats
which we bare so frequently heard, and
so seldom seen any attempt made to give
effect to. It is a great satisfaction, at all

events for those of us who sit on this side,
that there are in another place gentle-
men who have not to take their instruc-
tions from someone outside of Parlia-
ment. We know very well that the Min-
istry'% are not responsible to Parliament,
hut are responsible to someone outside, to
caucus, and the Trades Hall, and what-
ever legislation is promised by the out-
side anthorities the gentlemen on the
Treasury bench have to attempt to give
effect to it. 1, for one, would like to
know in what way they intend to bring
forward a measure which will in their
opinion do away with the powers that
new exists in another place. We have had
the Attorney General, from Esperance up
to Nortbampton, telling us what they are
going to do, but he has never told us how
ihey intend to do it. I shall be pleased
to seu the wa 'y in which they propose to
oive effect, to this constitutional reform.

The Premier: Byv constitutional means,
of course.

Mfr. Harper: From the Trades Hall.

Mr. MONGER: We are also told that
we are to have the Irrigation Bilt and the
Tratlic Bill reintroduced. I can only hope
that on this occasion the Premier wilt not
allow his chief henchman, the Al mister
for Wlorks, to adopt the course which lie
did last session when be would not take
any amendmnents; from this side, hut said,
"I have brouight this Bill down, and am
going to have it carried. [ am not going
to take any amuendments; I want t 'he
whole Bill or nothing." I venture to
promise the Premnier and the Minister
for Works that if they try the same game
again this session the Mtinister's pet
measures wilt meet with the same disaster
once more. Before these Bills arc brought
down the Premier should advis;e the AM-
ister for Work-s to be more reasonable.

The Premier:, Who is the leader of
your party?

Mr. MXO'NGER: We have no leader to-
night. We came here believing that you
would agree to am adjournment as soon
as you had finished, but you would not.

On motion by Mr. B. T1. Stubbs debate
adjourned.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier. 1, Amendments to
Public Service Regulations between 1st
January1 1.914, and 30th June, 1914. 2,
A udit report and balance sheet of the
State Steamship Service for year ended
30th June, 1oia.

By the Honorary -Minister (Hon. W.
C. Angwin) ;Amendment of By-law 24
far beederville Municipal Council under
"The Health Act. 1911."

Rouse adjourned at 9.52 p.m.

legoislative Council,
Wednesday, 8th

Paper presnted
Formali Busiess.
Address-in-reply. filth day

The PRESIDENT: According to
Standing Order 15 it is not formal.

Hfon. D. Gl. fawler: The Colonial Sec-
retary is agreeable to treat it as a for-
full maqtter.

The PRESIDE NT :. Well, [. aa noi.
Standing Order 15 states-

N'o buisiness beyond what -I or. a for-
mia 1 character shall be. entered upon
before the Address-in-reply has been
adopted. Tie formal] business which
may be entered upon includes the fix-
ing of days and hours of meeting and

the appointment of standing commit-
tees and the first reading of Bilks.
Hon. U. G. GAWLER: I took it that

the word ''includes'' would not be ex-
hausted by that list.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fifth flay.

Debate resumed from the previous
day.

Ftly, 19.14. lion. J. DUFiFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) : I suppose it is customary for
new members rising for the first time

.0a to preface their remarks by impressions
199 which were gained on taking their seats

18 in this House, and it is with

this object in view that I desire

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: Amend-

ments to the public service regulations
wade and gazetted between the 1st Janu-
ary, 1014, and the 30th June, 1914.

FORMTAL BUSINESS.
The PRESIDENT: The Clerk will call

on the Orders of the Day.
Hon. D. G. GAWLER : Before the

Orders of the Day are called on, may I
direct attention to a notice of motion
standing in my name asking for a return
classifying the successful applicants and
the advances for homes under the Wor-
kers' Homes Act. It is a formal mo-
tion.

to fall into line with the method
adopted by Previouis speakers prior
lo commencing their speech on the
Address-ini-reply, and indulge in some
remarks of the nature of a preamble. 1,
like most lion. members, received certain
impressions at the commencement of the
session's proceedings. Apart from the
pomp and circumstances, one could not
fail to be impressed, sitting here as I was
for the first time, having just emerged
from a serious campaign and being fresh
from the field of. battle, by being at-
tacked as I was by the lion. Mr. Corn-
ell. 1. have since leatrned that, ferocious
as was the appearance of the hion. meat-
her in making that attack, he is quite
harmless. Therefore, under the circum-
stances, I intend to be very brief in my
remarks as applied to the hon. member,
chiefly oat of respect to the people who
sent hiim ta this Chamber to represent
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